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PREFACE. 


Need  of  a  Definite  Course  of  Study. 

To  the  presidents  of  quorums  and  other  presiding  au- 
thorities in  the  Church,  the  need  of  a  definite  course  of 
study  for  the  Priesthood  has  long"  been  apparent.  To  sup- 
ply this  need  Stake  officers,  and  in  not  a  few  cases,  bish- 
oprics of  wards,  have  outlined  yearly  work  for  their  re- 
spective quorums,  and  the  result  has  been  in  these  wide- 
awake stakes  and  wards  renewed  activity  and  a  better  at- 
tendance to  duties  by  quorum  members.  With  the  view 
of  aiding  the  quorums  in  systematic  study  and  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties  a  suggestive  progressive  course  is 
now  offered  to  the  Priesthood  throughout  the  Church. 
The  hearty  welcome  given  the  movement  by  Stake  Pres- 
idencies, High  Councilors.  Bishoprics,  and  Presidents  of 
quorums  shows  that  a  long-felt  need  is  now  at  least  par- 
tially supplied. 

General  Committee  Appointed. 

As  stated  above,  for  several  years  some  organizations 
as  well  as  individuals  have  been  working  to  secure  uni- 
formity in  quorum  class  work;  but  it  was  not  until  April 
8,  1908,  that  a  committee  was  appointed  to  outline  a  sys- 
tematic course  of  study  for  the  Church.  In  harmony  with 
the  instructions  relative  to  the  work  and  duties  of  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  given  by  President  Joseph  F.  Smith 
at  the  general  conference,  April  4,  1908.  the  Presiding 
Bishopric  suggested  that  steps  be  taken  to  establish  more 
uniformity  among  the  quorums  of  the  Lesser  Priesthood. 
This  request  being  right  in  harmony  with  the  feeling  of 
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the  General  Authorities  that  more  systematic  and  progres- 
sive work  should  be  done  in  the  Higher  Priesthood  of  the 
stakes,  a  general  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare 
outlines  for  the  High  Priests,  Elders,  Priests,  Teachers 
and  Deacons,  the  Seventies  to  continue  the  course  al- 
ready prepared  for  them. 

Agreeable  to  this  appointment,  a  committee,  whose 
names  appear  below,  proceeded  at  once  with  the  work 
assigned  them. 

Recommendations  Adopted. 

At  a  special  Priesthood  meeting  held  in  the  Assembly 
Hall,  October  7,  1908,  recommendations  from  this  com- 
mittee were  presented  and  unanimously  adopted,  as  fol- 
lows : 

First:  "That  presidents  of  stakes  and  bishops  of 
wards  make  special  efforts  to  get  every  worthy  member 
ordained  to  the  Priesthood,  and  properly  enrolled  in  the 
quorum  in  which  he  can  do  the  most  efficient  service  to 
the  Church." 

Second :  "That  in  every  ward  a  weekly  Priesthood 
meeting  be  held  on  Monday  night,  commencing  on  the 
first  Monday  in  1909." 

Bishop  to  Take  Charge. 

At  these  weekly  Monday  night  meetings  the  bishop 
will  preside;  but,  of  course,  when  any  of  the  stake  au- 
thorities are  present,  the  bishop  will  consult  their  wishes 
in  regard  to  the  conducting  of  the  exercises,  etc. 

Time  of  Meeting. 

The  time  to  begin  the  meeting  is  optional,  each  ward 
choosing  that  hour  which  is  most  convenient  to  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Priesthood.  It  is  suggested,  however,  that 
the  meetings  be  not  made  so  long  that  they  will  become 
tedious.  One  hour  and  forty-five  minutes  properly  utilized 
will  generally  be  ample  time  for  these  weekly  meetings. 
find  one  hour  of  this  should  be  devoted  to  quorum  work. 
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Order  of  Business  in  General  Assembly. 

All  the  quorums  will  meet  in  general  assembly  for 
opening  exercises;  and  as  a  means  to  expedite  business  in 
this  meeting,  the  following  order  of  procedure  is  sug- 
gested : 

1.  Excuses  and  roll  call  of  officers.  (This  should  in- 
clude the  bishopric,  ward  clerk,  presidencies  of  quo- 
rums, class  instructors  other  than  the  presidencies, 
and  class  secretaries.) 

2.  Singing. 

3.  Prayer. 

4.  Singing  practice  (fifteen  minutes). 

5.  Notices  and  instructions  from  presidency  of  the  stake, 
high  councilors,  or  others  who  may  be  present  in  offi- 
cial capacity. 

6.  Separation  for  quorum  work. 

Order  of  Business  in  the  Quorums  or  Parts  of  Quorums. 

After  adjournment  for  quorum  work,  the  president 
will  take  charge  of  all  business  of  the  quorum,  and  con- 
duct the  opening  and  closing  exercises.  The  following 
order  of  business  in  the  quorums  or  parts  of  quorums  may 
be  found  helpful : 

1.  Excuses  and  roll  call  of  officers  and  members. 

2.  Minutes. 

3.  Unfinished  business. 

4.  Class  work. 

a.  Part  One,  in  course  of  study. 

b.  Consideration  and  assignment  of  duties  for  the 
week.  (Whether  the  quorums  or  parts  of  quo- 
rums reassemble  before  the  adjournment  of  the 
meeting  is  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  pre- 
siding authorities.) 

5.  Singing. 

6.  Benediction. 

Lesson  Suggestions. 

It  should  be  remembered  by  all  that  a  dry  list  of 
topics,  no  matter  how  well  planned  or  skillfully  arranged, 
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will  riot  make  class  work  interesting.  Each  outline  a>  it 
appears  here  is  but  a  lifeless  form.  It  remains  for  the 
teacher  t<>  give  to  this  form  animation,  energy,  spirit. 
"As  the  body  without  the  spirit  is  dead,"  so  this  course 
of  study  without  earnest  application  and  preparation  will 
also  be  dead. 

"Wherefore,  let  every  man  learn  his  duty,  and  to  act 
in  the  office  in  which  he  is  appointed,  in  all  diligence. 

"He  that  is  slothful  shall  not  be  counted  worthy  to 
stand,  and  he  that  learns  not  his  duty  and  shows  himself 
not  approved,  shall  not  be  counted  worthy  to  stand." — 
Doc.  &  Cov.  107:  99-100. 


THE  GENERAL  COMMITTEE. 


RUDGER  CLAWSON 
DAVID  ().  McKAY 
CHARLES   W.   NIBLEY 
ORRIN   P.   MILLER 
DAVID  A.  SMITH 
EDWARD  H.  ANDERSON 
NEPHI  ANDERSON 
STEPHEN  L  RTCHARDS 


SYLVESTER  D.  BRADFORD 
JOHN   M.   MILLS 
JOSEPH  P..  KEELER 
DAVID  O.  WILLEV.  JR. 
CHARLES  C.  RICHARDS 
HENRY  H. RLOOD 
JOSEPH  J.  CANNON 
P.  JOSEPH  JENSEN 


INTRODUCTION. 


In  the  preparation  of  the  lessons  for  the  ordained 
Teachers,  the  committee  has  had  in  view  the  importance 
of  impressing-  upon  the  students  the  fact  that  the  Gospel 
is  not  new,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  known  and  its 
principles  and  ordinances  practiced  in  the  very  earliest 
ages  of  the  world,  and  that  it  continued  among  the  people 
until,  through  disobedience,  they  were  deprived  of  its 
blessings. 

The  early  Bible  history  is  not  to  be  taken  as  a  full  ac- 
count of  the  doings  of  the  people  about  whom  it  tells.  Its 
brevity  makes  impossible  the  details  that  would  render  it 
a  guide  to  the  habits,  customs  and  beliefs  of  the  people. 
Fifty  short  chapters  in  the  Book  of  Genesis  cover  the  pe- 
riod from  B.  C.  4004  to  B.  C.  1689,  or  2315  years,  if  our 
Bible  chronology  be  correct.  The  first  2,000  years  is 
treated  in  eleven  chapters.  Much  of  this  space  is  used 
in  recording  the  genealogies  of  the  patriarchs.  Small 
wonder,  then,  that  so  little  is  said  in  these  first  chapters 
of  Genesis  about  the  Gospel  and  its  laws  and  ordinances, 
even  though  they  were  understood  and  obeyed  by  the 
people.  The  marvel  is  that  we  can  get  so  clear  an  idea 
of  important  movements  from  so  meagre  a  history. 

But  even  in  this  record  there  arc  occasional  glimpses 
of  the  spiritual  life  of  the  people.    The  mention  of  the  law 
of  sacrifice  (Gen.  4:  3-8),  the  labors  of  Enoch   (Gen.  5 
21-24),  the  preaching  of  repentance  by   Noah    (Gen.   6 
5-14),  the  building  of  a  sacrificial  altar  by  Noah  (Gen.  6 
5-14),  the  payment  of  tithes  by  Abraham  to  Melchisedek 
— all  these  point  to  a  unity  of  religious  belief,  the  central 
truth  of  which  was  the  promise  and  hope  of  a  Redeemer, 
who  was  to  be  slain  for  the  sins  of  the  world.'  It  seems 
evident,   too,   that  there   was    a    recognized     Priesthood 
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among  the  ancients,  long  before  the  Mosaic  dispensation 
While  enough  may  be  gleaned  from  a  careful  stud) 
(•t'  the  Book  ot Genesis  to  convince'  tin-  student  of  the  an- 
tiquity  of  the  Gospel,  we  are  indebted  to  modern  revela- 
tion for  light  On  those  early  times.  When  the  Pearl  of 
Great  Price  is  considered  along  with  the  Bible,  many  ob- 
scure passages  are  made  clear  to  the  understanding,  and 
many  omissions  in  the  history  arc  supplied.  This  course 
of  study  is  designed  to  familiarize  the  student  with  the 
Pearl  of  Great  Price  as  well  as  with  the  P.ible.  l>oth 
should  be  used  in  the  class  and  in  the  preparation  of  the 
lessons. 

The  first  nine  lessons  of  this  course  are  devoted  to  a 
consideration  of  the  Priesthood,  in  order  to  acquaint  the 
young  men  with  the  source  of  the  authority  they  hold, 
and  the  importance  and  responsibility  of- their  calling. 

Let  the  instructor  of  the  Quorum  Class  remember 
that  his  duty  is  to  inculcate  faith  as  well  as  to  impart 
knowledge.  Every  lesson  given  should  carry  to  the 
hearts  of  the  young  men  some  spiritual  truth  that  will 
tend  to  an  increase  of  faith  in  God  and  His  laws.  To  as- 
sist in  this,  a  suggestive  truth  is  appended  to  the  outline 
of  each  lesson.  This  may  be  emphasized,  or  the  instructor 
may  make  prominent  other  points  suggested  by  the  les- 
son. He  should  go  deeper  than  the  husk  of  facts  and 
dates,  and  feed  his  class  upon  the  kernel  of  divine  truth 
which  everv  lesson  should  contain. 
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Teachers'  Quorum. 

FIRST  YEAR. 

The  Priesthood:  Old  Testament  History. 

LESSON  ONE. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:  The  Priesthood. 

T.     Definition.  (Keeler's  "Lesser  Priesthood,"  chap  1.) 
EI.     Antiquity  of  the  Priesthood. 

A.  Existed  before  this  earth  was  created.  (Note  1.) 

B.  Conferred  upon  Adam  and  his  posterity.     (See 
Doc.  &  Cov.  Sec.  107:  40-51.) 

III.     Divisions  of  the  Priesthood. 

A.  Aaronic,  or  Lesser  Priesthood.  '  (Note  2.) 

1.  Deacon. 

2.  Teacher. 

3.  Priest. 

4.  Bishop. 

B.  Melchisedek,  or  Higher  Priesthood.     (Xote  3.) 

1.  Elder. 

2.  Seventy. 

3.  Apostle. 

4.  High  Priest. 

Suggestive  Truth:     The  Priesthood  has  always  ex- 
isted to  bless  and  guide  the  children  of  God. 
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Part  Two. 
SUBJECT:     Practical  Duties — New  Year's  Resolutions. 

I.     A  Sign  of  Progress. 

A.  One  appreciates  the  fact  that  there  is  room  for 
improvement. 

B.  He  determines  the  best  lines  along  which  to  im- 
prove. 

C.  He  resolves  to  make  advancement  along  these 
lines. 

II.     Aids  to'Keeping  Resolutions. 

A.  Keep  the  mind  remote  from  the  temptation. 

1.  Seek  companions  who  will  not  suggest  the 

evil,  but  who  will  keep  you  interested  in 
something  else. 

2.  After  resolving  to  quit    the    liquor    habit, 
avoid  saloons. 

3.  After   resolving  to   overcome   the   habit    of 

Sabbath  breaking,  commence  the  day  with 
family  prayers  and  follow  it  up  by  studying 
the  Scriptures  and  attending  meetings. 

4.  After  resolving  to  quit    the  tobacco    habit 
avoid  those  who  use  the  weed. 

B.  Persistently  doing  a  thing  will  tend  to  make 
pleasurable  wdiat  has  previouslv  been  distaste- 
ful. 

1.  "Attending  meetings. 

2.  Paying   tithing. 

3.  Reading  best  literature. 

111.     Evils  of  Making  Resolutions  and  Breaking  Them. 

A.  One  loses  confidence  in  self. 

B.  One  loses  the  confidence  of  others. 

C.  One  loses  self-control. 

Suggestive  Truth:  Resolves  crowned  with  the  doing 
make  character. 

Note  1.  The  Pearl  of  Great  Price  I  Moses  6:7)  says  that  the 
"Priesthood  was  in  the  beginning  and  shall  be  unto  the  end  of 
the    world   also." 
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The  Lord,  speaking  to  the  Prophet  Jeremiah  (Chap.  1:5.) 
(Which  the  student  should  read,)  carries  the  history  of  the  Priest- 
hood back  to  pre-existent  ordinations.  Evidently  there  were 
some  calls  to  the  Priesthood  made;  some  ordinances  in  the  spirit 
world.  What  is  true  as  to  Jeremiah  is  doubtless  true  of  all  other 
prophets  who  have  ministered  on  this  earth.  They  were  called 
and  ordained  in  their  spiritual  state,  and  have  worked  out  here 
the  tasks  set  them  before  they  came  to  earth.  It  should  be  re- 
membered, however,  that  no  pre-existent  calling  qualifies  a  man 
to  act  here  without  being  regularly  ordained  by  one  having  au- 
thority. 

Note  2.  "The  second  Priesthood  is  called  the  Priesthood  of 
Aaron  because  it  was  conferred  upon  Aaron  and  his  seed, 
throughout  all  their  generations.  Why  it  is  called  the  lesser 
Priesthood  is  because  it  is  an  appendage  to  the  greater  or  Mel- 
chisedek  Priesthood,  and  has  power  in  administering  outward 
ordinances." — Doc.   &  Cov.  Sec.   107:   13,  14. 

Note  3.  "Why  the  first  is  called  the  Melchisedek  Priesthood 
is  because  Melchisedek  was  such  a  great  High  Priest.  Before 
his  day  it  was  called  the  Holy  Priesthood  after  the  order  of  the 
Son  of  God;  but  out  of  respect  or  reverence  to  the  name  of  the 
Supreme  Being,  to  avoid  the  too  frequent  repetition  of  His  name, 
they,  the  Church,  in  ancient  days,  called  that  Priesthood  after 
Melchisedek,  or  the  Melchisedek  Priesthood." — Doc.  &  Cov.  107: 
2,  3,  4. 


LESSON  TWO. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:  History  of  the  Priesthood. 

Reference :  Keeler's  "Lesser  Priesthood,"  chap.  2. 
I.     From  Adam  to  Moses.     (Note  1.) 
II.     Manner  of  Ordaining  Among  the  Ancients.   (Note 
2.) 

III.  The  Higher  Priesthood  First.     (See  "Lesser  Priest- 
hood, p.  4.) 

IV.  Change  of  the  Law.     (Note  3,  and  "Lesser  Priest- 
hood," p.  4.) 

V.     Aaron  and  His  Sons  Called.     (Note  4,  and  "Lesser 
Priesthood,"  pp.  :>,  6.) 

Suggestive  Truth:  Anciently  men  were  called  and  or- 
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dained  to  the  Priesthood  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are 
today,  and  for  the  same  purposes — to  be  preachers  of 
righteousness  and  to  bring  souls  to  salvation. 


Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:     Reverence. 

1.     For  Our  Heavenly  Father  and  His  Beloved  Son. 

A.  We  must  neither  have,  worship  nor  serve  any 
other  God.     (Ex.  20:  3-5.) 

B.  We  must  serve  Him  acceptably,  with  reverence 
and  godly  fear.     (Heb.  12:  28.) 

C.  At  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  shall  bow,  and 
every  one  that  nameth  the  name  of  Christ 
should  depart  from  iniquity.  (Phil.  2:  10;  II 
Tim.  2:  19.) 

1).     We  must  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  vain, 

but  be  careful  in  speaking-  of  Him.     (Ex.  20:  7; 

Doc.  &  Cov.  Sec.  63:  61-64.) 
E.     The  Melchisedek  Priesthood  was  so  called  to 

avoid  the  too  frequent  use  of  the  name  of  Deity. 

(Doc.  &  Cov.  Sec.  107:4.) 
1".     We  must  love  the  Lord  our  God  with  all  our 

heart  and  with  all  our  soul  and  with   all  our 

mind.     (Matt  22:  37.) 
For  the  Priesthood. 

A.  The  Priesthood  is  the  authority  to  represent 
God  upon  the  earth.    (Doc.  &  Cov.  Sec.  107.) 

B.  Without  the  ordinances  and  authority  of  the 
Priesthood  the  power  of  godliness  is  not  man- 
ifest unto  men  in  the  flesh ;  and  without  it  no 
man  can  see  the  face  of  God  the  Father  and  live. 
(Doc.  &  Cov.  134:  20-22.) 

C.  Abraham  paid  tithes  to  Melchisedek.  (Gen. 
14:  20.) 

Suggestive  Truth:     By  cultivating  reverence  for  God 
and    for   the    Priesthood    we   become   stronger   mentally, 
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morally  and  spiritually,  and  more  acceptable  to  our  Heav- 
enly Father. 

Note  1.  The  Latter-day  Saints  teach  that  the  Priesthood  is 
necessary  in  the  Church  for  the  guidance  and  instruction  of  the 
people.  The  Lord  says,  "The  Priesthood  continueth  in  the 
Church  in  all  generations,  and  is  without  beginning  of  days  or 
end  of  years."  (Doc.  &  Cov.  84:  17.)  Hence  it  follows  that 
without  an  authorized  Priesthood,  no  church  can  rightly  claim 
to  be  the  Church  of  Christ. 

In  the  early  ages  men  were  ordained  to  the  Priesthood,  and. 
while  but  little  is  recorded  as  to  their  labors,  they  doubtless 
taught  the  principles  and  administered  the  saving  ordinances  of 
the  Gospel  the  same  as  authorized  men  are  doing  now.  Adam 
received  the  Priesthood,  and,  by  commandment  of  God,  confer- 
red it  upon  his  son  Abel,  and  probably  upon  others  of  the  ante- 
diluvian patriarchs.  Thus  it  was  handed  down  through  the  lin- 
eage of  the  fathers  unto  Noah,  who  was  a  preacher  of  repentance 
before  the  flood. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  Doc.  &  Cov.  84:6-16,  that 
there  was  an  unbroken  succession  of  the  Priesthood  from  Adam 
to  Moses.  The  careful  student  will  be  interested  in  noting  the 
time  when  Melchisedek  lived,  because  the  Higher  Priesthood  has 
been  called  by  his  name  ever  since  that  time. 

Note  2.  The  manner  of  ordaining  to  the  Priesthood  in  an- 
cient times  is  indicated  by  the  language  used  by  the  Lord  in  the 
revelation  referred  to  in  Note  1.  "Under  the  hand  of"  is  the 
phrase  employed  to  designate  that  the  ordinance  was  performed 
anciently,  as  it  is  now, by  the  laying  on  o"f  hands.  Joshua  was  or- 
dained in  the  same  way.  (Num.  27:23.)  See  also,  Acts  13:  1-3 
for  another  example. 

Note  3.  The  Lord  saw  that  the  children  of  Israel  could  not 
live  up  to  the  law  of  the  Gospel,  and  in  mercy  to  them,  (because 
it  would  have  brought  condemnation  upon  them  to  have  the 
higher  law  and  fail  to  obey  it.)  He  took  from  them  the  Higher 
Priesthood  and  left  them,  in  its  stead,  the  law  of  carnal  com- 
mandments, and  established  a  Priesthood  suited  to  the  new  con- 
ditions. See  "Lesser  Priesthood"  pp.  4  and  5;  Doc.  &  Cov.  84: 
18-26. 

Note  4.  Moses  held  the  Melchisedek  Priesthood,  and  presid- 
ed over  both  Priesthoods.  Aaron  was  also  in  possession  of  the 
Melchisedek  Priesthood;  but  another  or  lesser  Priesthood  was 
about  to  be  conferred  upon  him.  "And  take  thou  unto  thee  Aa- 
ron thy  brother,  and  his  sons  with  him,  from  among  the  chil 
dren  of  Israel,  that  he  may  minister  unto  me  in  the  Priests'  of- 
fice, even  Aaron,  Nadab  and  Abihu,  Eleazar  and  Ithamar,  Aaron's 
sons."  (Ex.  28:  1,2.)  Does  it  not  seem  probable  that   Aaron. when 
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in   received  this  lesser  Priesth I,  was  in  the  un<  position  (u 

to  Priesthood)  thai  out  Presiding  Bishop  is  in,  holding  the  Mel 
chisedek  and  Lesser  Priesthoods,  and  •  residing  over  the  latter? 
I  inns  on  Priesthi  »od,  i>p  4,  5. 

This  lesser  Priesthood  has  been  railed  the  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood ever  Bince  the  days  of  Aaron. 


LESSON  THREE. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:     History  of  the  Priesthood.     (Continued.) 

Reference:     "Lesser  Priesthood,"  chaps.  3.  4,  5. 
I.      Priesthood  Under  the  Mosaic   Law. 

A.  Lesser  Priesthood  ruled.     (Note  1.) 

B.  Manner  of  receiving  revelation  changed.  (Note 

C  .     Special  dispensations  ot  the  Melchisedek  Priest- 
hood.  ^Xote  3.) 
D.     John  the  Baptist  unites  the  Mosaic  and  Gospel 
dispensations.       ("Lesser    Priesthood."    pp.    15. 
16.) 
II.       I  he    Higher    Priesthood    Restored     1  hrough    Jesus 
Christ.     (Note  4.) 

Suggestive  Truth:      Disobedience   deprives   men   of 

God's  choicest  gifts;  while  righteousness  brings  forth  rich 
blessings  from  heaven. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:     Reverence  (Continued.) 

L      For  <  Kir  Parents. 

A.  "Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother:  that  thy 
days  may  be  long  upon  the  land  which  the  Lord 
thy  Godgiveth  thee."     <  Ex.  20:  12.) 

B.  "Children.  <d>e\  your  parents  in  the  Lord:  for 
this  is  right."     (Eph.  6:  1.) 
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C.     And  pleasing  unto  the  Lord.     (Col.  3:  20.) 
II.     For  Holy  Places. 

A.  The  Lord  commanded  Moses  to  put  off  his 
shoes,  for  he  stood  upon  holy  ground.  (Ex.  3: 
5.) 

B.  lie  also  required  the  children  of  Israel  to  rev- 
erence His  sanctuary.     (Lev.  19:  30.) 

C.  And  the  Levites  to  sanctify  the  house  of  the 
Lord.     (II  Chron.  29:  5.) 

I).     'Aline  house  shall  be  called  an  house  of  prayer 

for  all  people."     (Isaiah  56:  7.) 
E.     He  said  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  :  "Let  this 

house  be  built  unto  my  name  that  I  may  reveal 

mine    ordinances    therein,    unto    my    people." 

(Doc.  &Cov.  124:40.) 

Suggestive  Truth:     By  cultivating  reverence  for  our 

parents,  and  for  sacred  things,  we  become  stronger  men- 
tally, morally  and  spiritually;  and  more  acceptable  to  our 
Heavenlv  Father. 


Note  1.  While  he  lived,  Moses  was  the  law-giver  and  lead- 
er of  the  children  of  Israel.  Joshua  took  command  after  the 
death  of  Moses,  but  he  looked  to  Eleazar,  who  was  a  son  of  Aa- 
ron, for  instructions  as  to  the  will  of  the  Lord.  Thus  the  Lesser 
Priesthood  began  to  bear  rule  in  the  person  of  Eleazar.  The 
High  Priests  of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  from  that  time  until 
the  coming  of  Christ  were  the  acknowledged  representatives  of 
God.  They  anointed  and  set  apart  kings,  who  looked  to  them 
to  get  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

Note  2.  While  Moses  lived  the  people  were  governed  by 
direct  revelation,  the  Lord  speaking  to  Moses  face  to  face.  Af 
terward,  when  the  Mclchisedek  Priesthood  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  Lesser  Priesthood  officiated,  the  Lord  communicated  with 
the  High  Priests  of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  through  the  Urim 
and   Thummim. 

The  Lord  Himself  says  concerning  the  authority  of  the  High- 
er Priesthood  thai  without  it  "no  man  can  see  the  face  of  God, 
even  the  Father,  and  live."  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that 
throuRh  disobedience  the  Israelites  had  cut  themselves  off  from 
the  high  privilege  of  direct  communication  with  God. 

Note  3.  From  the  whole  history  of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
until  the  coming  of  Christ,  it  appears  that   there  was  very  little 
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of  the  manifestation  of  the  gift  and  power  of  Cod  among  th< 
people  of  the  Jews,  with  the  exception  of  some  prominent  proph- 
ets who  held  the  Melchisedek  Priesthood  as  the  direct  gift  of 
God,  without,  it  would  seem.the  power  to  confer  it  upon  others— 
not  having  an  organization — so  that  it  might  truly  be  said, 
"There  arose  not  a  prophet  since  in  Israel  like  unto  Moses, 
whom  the  Lord  knew  face  to  face"  (Items  on  Priesthood,  p.  9> 
"The  Lord  *  *  from  time  to  time,  inspired  as  prophets 
different  men,  as  Ezekiel,  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  Daniel  and  others, 
who  came  to  the  people  with  the  word  of  the  Lord,  receiving 
their  inspiration  and  calling  direct  from  Him.  (Items  on  Priest- 
hood, p.   10.) 

Note  4.    Jesus,  in  establishing  lli>  Church  while  on  earth, 

restored  the  Melchisedek  Priesthood  and  conferred  it  upon  those 
whom  he  called  to  the  ministry.  The  apostles,  seventies  and 
ciders  spoken  of  in  the  New  Testament  all  held  the  Higher 
Priesthood,  as  the  same  officers  do  now.  It  is  evident,  also,  that 
the  Lesser  Priesthood  was  recognized  in  the  organization  of 
the  Church  anciently  as  in  our  day;  for  we  read  of  bishops, 
priests,  teachers  and  deacons  as  officers.  The  two  Priesthoods, 
the  Melchisedek  presiding,  continued  until,  through  transgres- 
sions and  apostasy,  men  became  unworthy  of  bearing  the 
authority  of  God.  The  Apostles  were  taken  away  and  the  Hoi] 
Priesthood  disappeared  from  among  men. 


LESSON  FOUR. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:     The  Priesthood  Given  to  Joseph  Smith. 

Reference:    "Lesser  Priesthood,"  chap.  6. 
L     Necessity  for  Its  Restoration.     (Note  1.) 
I  I:     How  and  By  "Whom  Restored.     (Note  2.) 

A.  Aaron  ic. 

1.  Tn  answer  to  praver.     (History  of  Church, 
Vol.  I,  p.  39.) 

2.  Words  used.     (Doc.  &  Cov.  Sec.  13.) 

B.  Melchisedek.     (History  of  Church,  Vol.   I.  pp. 
40,  41.  Footnote.) 

Suggestive  Truth:     A  man  must  be  called  of  God,  by 
prophecy  and  by  the  laying-  on  of  hands  by  one  who  is  in 
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authority,  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  administer  the  or- 
dinances thereof. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:     Prayer. 

I.     Family  Prayer. 

A.  Time. 

1.  Morning. 

2.  Evening. 

a.     Each  family  should  be  careful  to  choose 
the  most  convenient  time. 

B.  Those  who  should  participate  in  being  mouth. 

C.  Nature  of  the  prayer  to  be  offered. 

1.  Short  and  to  the  point.     (Matt.  6:  7,  8.) 

2.  Not  mechanical. 

3.  Not  hurried. 

D.  Family  prayer  as  an  agency  in  establishing  and 
maintaining  family  unity. 

II.     Public  Prayer. 

A.  Appropriateness. 

1.  In  length. 

2.  In  things  prayed  for. 

B.  Sermons  under  guise  of  prayer. 

C.  Necessity  of  response  in  the  minds  and  hearts 
of  the  congregation. 

Suggestive  Truth:     Unity  in  prayer    brings    God's 
choicest  blessings. 

Note  1.  The  Latter-day  Saints  have  the  sure  word  of  rev- 
elation declaring  that  the  Priesthood  had  been  lost  from  among 
men  during  the  hundreds  of  years  from  the  days  of  the  Apostles 
to  the  opening  of  this  last  dispensation.  This  being  true,  it  be- 
came necessary,  in  order  that  men  might  act  for  and  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  in  preaching  the  Gospel  and  administering  the  ordin- 
ances of  salvation  that  the  Priesthood  be  restored  and  conferred 
upon  men  by  the  laving  on  of  hands.  Had  Joseph  Smith  as- 
sumed the  right  to  organize  the  Church,  or  to  baptize,  or  to  per- 
form any  other  ordinance, without  being  first  commissioned  from 
on  high,  his  work  would  not  have  been  accepted  of  the  Lord. 
But  having  been  authorized  by  ordination  to  do  the  work  that 
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he  did,  his  acts  arc  binding  throughout  time  and  eternity,  as  arc 
"also  the  acts  of  all  who  have  received  the  Priesthood  by  ordina- 
tion  down  to  the   present    day. 

Note  2.  Inasmuch  as  Priesthood  continues  throughout  eter- 
nity with  one  who  holds  it,  and  inasmuch  as  John  the  Baptist 
was  the  lasl  representative  of  the  Mosaic  law  before  Christ,  and 
would  continue  to  hold  that  position,  it  seems  logical  to  expect 
that  he  would  be  the  one  chosen  to  confer  the  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood upon  those  selected  to  receive  it  in  the  new  Gospel  dispen- 
sation, as  it  would  also  be  consistent  with  the  order  shown  in 
all  of  God's  works  to  expect  the  one  who  held  the  keys  of  the 
Higher  Priesthood  in  the  former  dispensation  to  restore  it  in  lat- 
ter days.  Peter,  the  Apostle,  held  those  keys.  (Matthew,  16: 
19.)  Closely  associated  with  him  in  the  ministry  were  James 
and  John.  Accordingly,  we  learn  that  John  the  Baptist,  and  Pe- 
ter, James  and  John  were  the  personages  who  visited  Joseph 
Smith  and  Oliver  Cowdery  and  ordained  them  to  the  two  div- 
isions of  the  Priesthood. 


LESSON  FIVE. 

Part  One. 

SUBJECT:     The  Aaronic  Priesthood. 

Reference:  "Lesser  Priesthood,"  chap.  8. 
I.     Power  and  Authority.     (Doc.  &  Cov.  107:  20,  21.) 
II.     The  Presidency.     ("Lesser  Priesthood,"  p.  44.) 

III.  Number  in  Each  Quorum.  (Note  1.  See  tabula- 
tion, "Lesser  Priesthood,"  p.  25,  which  should  be 
carefully  studied.) 

IV.  Officers  of  Each  Quorum. 

A.  Deacons. 

B.  Teachers. 

C.  Priests.  (Note  2.) 

Suggestive  Truth:  The  Priesthood  forms  an  orderly 
system  of  Church  government,  in  which  there  is  no  clash 
of  authority,  because  every  officer  has  his  place  and  du- 
ties. 
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Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:     Prayer.     (Continued.) 

I.     The  Savior's  Teaching. 

A.  Assurance  of  being  heard.     (Matt.  7:  7-11.) 

B.  •  A  type  given. 

1.  Redemption  of  the  earth  to  be  prayed  for. 
(Matt.  6:  10.) 

2.  Daily  necessities.     (Matt.  6:  11.) 

3.  Forgiveness. 

a.  What  our  attitude  should  be.  (Matt. 
6:  12;  6:  14,  15;  5:44;  5:  23,24.) 

b.  This  essential  feature  is  too  frequently 
overlooked  completely,  and  ofttimes 
when  added  it  is  not  really  sensed. 

4.  Protection  from  evil. 

5.  Acknowledgment  of  God's  dominion. 

C.  The  proper  spirit  of  prayer. 

1.     Humility.     (Matt.  6:  5-8.) 
II.     How  Prayer  May  Be  Encouraged  Among  Young 
People  in  the  Home. 

A.  A  prayer  at  mother's  knee. 

B.  Instance  cited  showing  the  answer  to  prayer. 

Suggestive  Truth :  The  proper  spirit  of  prayer  is  one 
of  the  most  essential  features  to  be  cultivated  in  one's 
nature. 

Note  1.  No  quorum  of  the  Priesthood  can  be  organized 
with  fewer  than  a  majority  of  the  membership  of  a  full  quorum, 
which  means  that  there  must  be  at  least  seven  Deacons,  at  least 
thirteen  Teachers,  and  at  least  twenty-five  Priests  in  order  to 
effect  an  organization. 

Note  2.  Each  quorum  of  Deacons  and  Teachers  has  a  pres- 
ident, two  counselors,  and  a  clerk. 

The  Priests'  quorum  is  presided  over  by  the  Bishop,  and  has 
no  other  presidency.  There  should  be  a  clerk,  however,  the  same 
as  in  each  of  the  other  quorums. 
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LESSON  SIX. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT :    The  Teachers   Quorum. 

I.     Membership.     (Note  1.) 
II.     Officers. 

A.  How  chosen.     (Note  2.) 

B.  How  "set  apart."     (Note  3.) 

C.  Duties. 

1.  Of  the  president  and  counselors.     (Note  4.) 

2.  Of  the  clerk.     i^Note  5.) 
III.     Records. 

A.  Accuracy. 

B.  Neatness. 

C.  Necessary  books.     (Note  6.) 

1.  Minute  book. 

2.  Roll  book. 

3.  Genealogical  record. 

Suggestive  Truths:  (1)  Officers  in  the  Church  are 
chosen  by  those  in  authority,  and  sustained  by  those  over 
whom  they  are  to  preside. 

(2)  Those  who  hold  the  Priesthood  are  officers  in 
the  Church,  and,  as  such,  are  expected  to  be  exemplary. 
Quorum  officers  particularly  should  be  faithful  in  keep- 
ing the  commandments  of  the  Lord. 

(3)  Records  should  be  kept  with  a  view  to  future 
reference,  and  should  be  carefully  preserved. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT :    Temperance. 

I.     We  Should  be  Temperate  in  All  Things. 
A.     In  eating. 

1.     The  wise  man  eats  to  live;  the  fool  lives  to 
eat. 


QUORUMS   OF  THE   PRIESTHOOD.  21 

2.     More  people  die  from  unwise  eating  than 
from  excessive  drinking. 

3.  When  the  vital  organs  are  overworked  they 

falter;  disease  comes  in  and  death  closes 
the  scene. 

4.  Eat  but  little  meat  and  that  sparingly  in 
times  of  excessive  cold  or  hunger.  (Word 
of  Wisdom.) 

B.     In  drinking. 

1.  "Drinking  water  neither  makes  a  man  sick, 

nor  in  debt,  nor  his  wife  a  widow." — John 
Neal. 

2.  "If  you  wish  to  keep  the  mind  clear  and  the 

body  healthy,  abstain  from  all  fermented 
liquors." — Smith. 

3.  "If  it  is  a  small  sacrifice  to  you  to  discon- 
tinue the  use  of  wine,  do  it  for  the  sake  of 
others ;  if  a  great  sacrifice,  do  it  for  your 
own." — May. 

4.  "Temperance  puts  wood  on  the  fire,  meal  in 

the  barrel,  flour  in  the  tub,  money  in  the 
purse,  credit  in  the  country,  contentment 
in  the  house,  clothes  on  the  children,  vigor 
in  the  body,  intelligence  in  the  brain,  and 
spirit  in  the  whole  constitution." — Franklin. 

Suggestive  Truth:     A  temperate  life,  avoiding  ex- 
tremes, will  be  productive  of  longevity  and  happiness. 

Note  1.  The  quorums  of  the  Lesser  Priesthood  are  organi- 
zations within  a  ward,  and  hence  only  ward  members  are  eligible 
for  membership  in  the  quorums.  All  teachers  who  are  members 
of  the  ward  should  be  enrolled. 

Note  2,  It  is  the  right  of  the  Bishop  of  the  ward,  as  the 
presiding  officer  over  the  Lesser  Priesthood,  to  select  quorum 
officers  from  among  the  members.  It  is  the  usual  custom  to  pre- 
sent these  officers  to  the  quorum  for  the  sustaining  vote  of  the 
members,  and  such  vote  carries  with  it  the  implied  promise  of 
each  member  that  he  will  rally  to  the  support  of  the  officers  of 
his  quorum,  and  assist  them  in  every  possible  way  in  the  dis- 
charge of  a  teacher's  duties. 
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Note  3.  After  a  newly  chosen  officer  of  the  quorum  has 
been  accepted  by  the  vote  of  the  members,  such  officer  is  usually 
"set  apart"  for  his  new  position.  This  is  done  by  or  under  the 
direction  of  the  Bishop;  and  consists  in  the  pronouncing  of  a 
blessing  upon  the  one  selected.  Those  who  officiate  lay  their 
hands  on  his  head  and  set  him  apart  to  fill  the  office  to  which  he 
has  been  called,  designating  the  Ward  and  Stake  in  which  he  is 
to  labor,  and  adding  any  proper  blessing  that  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  may  prompt. 

Note  4.  The  president  presides  at  all  quorum  meetings, 
though  he  may  appoint  one  of  his  counselors  to  take  charge  if 
he  chooses.  He  is  to  see  that  the  members  attend  their  meetings, 
and  perform  the  duties  assigned  them  by  the  Bishop.  He  should 
be  in  such  close. touch  with  the  members  that  he  knows  their 
lives,  and  their  needs  in  the  way  of  instruction.  He  should  be 
exemplary  in  his  conduct,  so  that  he  can  be  a  leader  of  his  quor- 
um in  all  good  works.  In  all  of  his  duties  and  responsibilities 
he  should  be  assisted  by  his  counselors. 

Note  5.  The  clerk  should  keep  the  quorum  records,  exer- 
cising care  to  have  them  correct  as  to  all  dates  and  facts.  • 

Note  6.  Every  quorum  should  provide  itself  with  the  nec- 
essary books,  using  good  judgment  as  to  the  quality  of  the  pa- 
per and  binding;  and  keeping  in  mind  that  the  records  are  intend- 
ed to  be  permanent.  A  few  dollars  extra  will  be  well  spent  if 
first-class  record  books  are  provided.  Cheap,  paper-bound  note 
books  should  not  be  used,  except  for  taking  minutes;  and  minutes 
should  be  promptly  and  neatly  transcribed  to  permanent  books 
as  soon  as  the  quorum  has  accepted  them  as  correct. 


LESSON  SEVEN. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:     Teachers  as  Standing  Ministers. 

I.     The  Ordaine^  Teacher. 
a.     His  caning.     v-x°te  ^-. 

B.  His  place  in  the  ward.     (Note  2.) 

C.  His  relation  to  the  "acting  Teachers."  (Note  3.) 
TT.     Preparation  for  this  Ministry. 

A.  Mode  of  life.     (Note  4.)' 

B.  Study  of  the  Gospel,  and  application  of  its  prin- 
ciples.    (Note  5.) 
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III.     Readiness  for  Immediate  Service. 

A.  At  the  call  of  the  quorum  president  or  Bishop. 
(Note  6.) 

B.  Acceptance  of  the  Priesthood  implies  willing- 
ness to  devote  time  and  talents  to  the  service  of 
the  Church.     (Note  7.) 

Suggestive  Truth:  A  clean  life  begets  respect,  and 
gives  a  man  influence  with  his  associates.  Unselfish  ser- 
vice brings  happiness. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT :    Temperance.     (Continued.) 

T.     We  Should  Be  Temperate  in  All  Things. 

A.  In  labor. 

1.  Unceasing     but     moderate     labor     brings 

health,  wealth  and  happiness. 

2.  ''The  true  boundary  of  man  is  moderation. 

When  once  we  pass  that  pale  our  guardian 
angel  quits  his  charge  of  us." — Feltham. 

B.  In  Recreation. 

1.  Excessive  physical  exertion  weakens  the 
vital  forces  and  is  followed  by  a  prema- 
ture decay. 

2.  "Violent  excitement  exhausts  the  mind  and 

leaves  it  withered  and  sterile." — Fenelon. 

C.  In  speaking. 

1.  Be  frank,  truthful  and  kind. 

2.  Let  your  speech  be  always  with  grace. 

3.  Let  it  be  direct  but  not  offensive. 

4.  Remember  that  a  mild  answer  turns  away 
wrath. 

D.  In  dressing. 

1.  Remember  you  should  dress  to  be  comfort- 

able and  respectable. 

2.  Comfort  first,  then  appearance. 

3.  When  that  has  been  accomplished,  don't 
worry. 
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4.     Set  an  example  for  simplicity,  comfort,  re- 
spectability and  moderate  cost  combined. 

Suggestive  Truth:     A  temperate  life,  avoiding  ex- 
tremes, will  be  productive  of  longevity  and  happiness. 

Note  1.  An  ordained  Teacher  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  is  one  who  has  been  specially  called  of 
God  and  given  authority  to  impart  spiritual  instruction,  and  to 
look  after  the  temporal  welfare  of  the  Saints.  He  is  entitled  to 
be,  and  should  be,  possessed  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  in  such 
degree  that  he  will  be  able  to  discern  the  needs  of  those  he 
visits,   so   that   his   instructions   will    be    timely   and   proper. 

Note  2.  The  Teacher  should  be  the  personal  representative 
of  the  Bishopric  of  the  Ward  in  the  homes  of  the  people.  It  is, 
of  course,  impossible  for  a  Bishop  to  make  frequent  and  reg- 
ular visits  to  all  the  neonle  of  his  ward,  and  the  Lord  has  set 
the  Teacher  in  the  Church  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  the 
temporal  nnrl  sniritria]  welfire  of  tn<*  Saints.  Throueh  the 
quorum  of  Teachers  the  Bishop  should  be  able  to  learn  the  true 
condition  of  every  family  and  every  individual  in  the  ward. 

Note  3.  The  fact  that  High  Priests,  Seventies  and  Eiders 
are  freauentlv  called,  because  of  their  m^f"re  ve^rs  and  ex- 
perience, and  specially  set  apart  as  "actiner  Teachers"  in  a  ward, 
should  in  no  way  relieve  the  ordained  Teachers  of  the  duties 
of  their  ofhVe  and  the  resnnnsibiHties  of  their  calling?.  True, 
the  acting  Teachers  throughout  the  Church  have  become  the 
working  teachers:  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  when  they 
are  performing  the  Teachers'  duties  in  house  to  house  visits, 
they  are  officiating  as  Teachers  and  not  as  High  Priests,  Seven- 
ties or  FlHers.  This  special  calliner  is  nroppr.  because  of  the 
youth  and  inexperience  of  most  ordained  Teachers,  but  in  a  well 
regulated  ward,  the  Bishopric  will  see  that  the  young  Teachers 
are  not  left  entirHv  irlle  while  their  work  is  beine  done  by 
the  Melchisedek  Priesthood.  Ordained  Teachers  should  prepare 
to  perform  the  active  duties  of  their  calling. 

Note  4.  From  what  has  been  said  of  the  Teacher's  duties, 
it  will  be  seen  that  he  should  be  careful  that  his  conduct  is 
exemnlan'  and  proner.  He  should  be  Ir*»owil  in  the  wH  as  one 
of  clean  hahits,  and  wholesome  personality,  a  prayerful,  honor- 
able, ricrht-thinkintr.  and  rieht-livinc  youner  man;  not  given  to 
profanity,  intemperance,  and  obscenity  in  thought  or  word,  but 
full  of  faith  in  the  Gospel,  and  possessed  of  a  willingness  to  set 
the  example  of  obedience  bv  performing  the  duties  required  of 
him.  Such  a  young  man  will  have  influence  with  his  associates, 
and  will  be  welcomed  in  the  homes  of  the  Saints  as  a  Teacher 
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Note  5.  A  Teacher  should  prepare  to  teach.  Inasmuch  as 
it  is  the  Gospel  that  he  is  expected  to  impress  upon  the  peo- 
ple, it  follows  that  he  should  qualify  himself  by  a  studv  of  the 
principles  of  revealed  truth.  A  prayerful  and  earnest  seeking 
after  a  knowledge  of  the  Truth,  coupled  with  a  proper  applica- 
tion of  the  principles  of  the  Gospel,  will  be  rewarded  by  a 
testimony  of  the  divinity  of  the  work;  and  this  testimony  is  the 
"pearl  of  great  price"  to  any  young  man:  it  is  the  one  gift  of 
God  most  to  be  desired.  It  will  qualify  the  Teacher  for  his 
work,  and  will  make  his  labors  profitable  to  himself  and  to  oth- 
ers. Without  it,  intellectual  training  amounts  to  but  little 
in  Church  work;  possessed  of  this  testimony,  the  young  man 
who  has  had  but  little  opportunity  for  education  may  become  an 
efficient  help  to  the  Bishop  and  an  important  factor  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

Note  6.  Every  member  of  the  quorum  is  subject  to  the 
call  of  his  president  or  of  the  Bishop.  He  should  be  a  "minute 
man,"  ready  at  any  time  to  devote  what  time  is  necessary  to 
discharge  properly  his  duty. 

Note  7.  The  acceptance  of  this  Priesthood  carries  with  it 
the  expressed  or  implied  promise  that  the  one  who  receives  it 
will  do  his  duty.  It  may  require  sacrifice  of  time  and  the  fore- 
going of  amusements,  but  to  magnify  one's  calling  before  the 
Lord  is  the  thing  of  most  importance  to  one  who  holds  the 
Priesthood,  and  duty  done  will  always  bring  true  happiness. 
To  be  recreant  to  the  call  of  duty,  or  to  give  grudging  service 
in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  weakens  a  Teacher's  spirituality,  and 
destroys  his  usefulness.  Even  the  Lord  cannot  use  an  unwilling 
servant. 


LESSON  EIGHT. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT :    The  Ordained  Teacher. 

Reference:  Keeler's  "Lesser  Priesthood,"  chap.  11. 
I.     Powers. 

A.  May  preside  at  meetings  in  absence  of  one  hold- 
ing higher  authority.     (Doc.  &  Cov.  20:  56.) 

B.  May  ordain  other  Teachers  or  Deacons.     (Note 
1) 
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C.     May  assist  in   passing  Sacrament  and   in   per- 
forming   other    duties.      ("Lesser    Priesthood." 
p.  30.) 
1 1.      Limitations. 

A.  He    canimt    baptize,    administer    Sacrament    or 
lay  on  hands.     (Doc.  &  Cov.  20:  58.) 

B.  Lie  is  to  act  under  the  Priest  or  other  higher 
authority.     (Note  2.) 

III.     Specific  Duties.     (Note  3.) 

A.  To  watch  over  the  Church. 

B.  To  expound  the  Scriptures. 

C.  To  exhort  to  righteousness. 

D.  To  teach  faith  and  right  living. 

E.  To  warn  against  evils. 

Suggestive  Truth:  The  Lesser  Priesthood  carries 
with  it  the  responsibility  of  service,  and  trains  the  pos- 
sessor for  higher  privileges. 

Part  Two. 
SUBJECT:  Easter. 

I.     The  Festival  of  the  Lord's  Resurrection  and  One 

of  the  Most  Joyous  Days  Observed  by  the  Churches 

in  Commemoration  of  that  Event. 

A.     Tt  corresponds  with  the  Passover  of  the  Jew-. 

.1      In  the  early  Church  it  was  designated  as  the 

festival  of  Christ's  crucifixion. 

2.  Later  it  meant  both  the  crucifixion  and  the 
resurrection. 

3.  After  the  fourth  century  it   was  limited  to 
the  latter  feast. 

If.     Easter  was  First  Used  When  Christianity  was  In- 
troduced among  the  Saxons. 
A.     Bede   traces    it   to    Eostre.    a    Saxon    goddess. 

whose  festival  was  celebrated  annually  in  the 

spring1. 
III.     How  the  Day  was  Fixed  and  Observed. 

A.     (neat  ecclesiastical  controversies  raged  around 

the  epiestion  of  the  actual  day  to  be  celebrated. 

and  were  finallv  settled  by  the  decree  of  Nicea 

325  A.  D. 


QUORUMS   OF  THE   PRIESTHOOD.  27 

B.  By  that  decree  it  was  fixed  on  the  Sunday  im- 
mediately following  the  14th  day  of  the  Paschal 
Moon,  which  happens  at  or  on  the  first  Sunday 
after  the  vernal  equinox. 

C.  As  early  as  A.  D.  380  the  husbandmen  and  la- 
borers ceased  their  labors,  tradesmen  and  tav- 
ern-keepers closed  their  places  of  business,  and 
Christians  everywhere,  old  and  young,  attired 
in  their  newest  and  gayest  holiday  dress,  at- 
tended church  as  one  family. 

IV.     The  Resurrection  of  Christ  Made  Known  to — 

A.  The  two  Marys.     (Mark  16:  1-11.) 

B.  Two  other  disciples.     (Mark  16:  12-13.) 

C.  Peter.     (Luke  24:  34.) 

D.  The  eleven  apostles.     (John  20:  19-29.) 

E.  The  Nephites.     (Ill  Nephi  11:  1-41.) 

V.     Easter  Morning  Brings  Joyous  Thoughts  of  a  Res- 
urrection to  Us  All. 

A.  As  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ  shall  all 
be  made  alive.     (I  Cor.  15:  22.) 

Suggestive  Truth:  In  the  celebration  of  this  event 
we  should  express  a  deep  sense  of  gratitude  to  our  Heav- 
enly Father  and  our  blessed  Redeemer,  Jesus  Christ,  for 
the  hope  which  the  resurrection  affords  us. 

Note  1.  In  a  general  way  it  may  be  said  that  one  who  holds 
the  Priesthood  has  power  to  ordain  another  to  his  own  or  a 
lower  office,  on  the  principle  that  he  may  confer  that  which  he 
possesses.  But  there  must  be  order  in  the  Church,  so  no  one 
has  the  right  to  ordain  another  unless  such  ordination  is  per- 
formed under  the  direction  of  the  Bishop  of  the  ward  or  other 
presiding  officer. 

Note  2.  It  is  a  well  established  rule  in  the  Church  that  the 
one  holding  the  lower  office  will  act  under  the  direction  of  the 
higher  authority,  hence  the  Teacher,  when  there  is  a  Priest 
or  higher  officer  present,  acts  under  the  latter,  but  not  in- 
dependently. 

Note  3.     Elder  Joseph   B.  Keeler  in  his  admirable  work  on 
the     "Lesser     Priesthood,"     pp.     34-36,     enumerates     and     ex- 
plains     the      several      duties      of      the      Teacher.        The      Btu 
dent  should   rend   carefully  his  comments 
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LESSON  NINE. 
Part  One. 


SUBJECT:    Ward  Teaching. 

I.     Importance  of  the  Work. 

A.  To  the  Saints  individually. 

B.  To  the  ward  and  its  various  organizations. 

C.  To  the  Teacher. 

1.  In  developing  individual  character. 

2.  In  preparing  for  higher  duties. 
II.     Learning  the  Needs  of  the  Saints. 

A.  By  being  watchful. 

B.  Through  official  visits  and  reports. 

C.  Through  tactful  questioning. 

III.  Confidential  Character  of  All  Information. 

A.  Gaining  and  retaining  confidence  of  Saints. 

B.  Sin  of  betraying  their  confidence. 

IV.  Qualities  of  Correct  Teacning. 

A.  Knowledge  of  true  principles. 

B.  Tact  in  presenting  positive  virtues.  (Talk  faith. 
Suggest  ways  to  overcome  evils.) 

C.  "Love  unfeigned"  the  proper  spirit  of  a  teacher. 

D.  Mistake  of  finding  fault. 

E.  Being  practically  helpful. 

Suggestive  Truth:  A  studious,  energetic,  tactful  and 
prayerful  Teacher  is  an  aid  to  his  Bishop  and  a  blessing  to 
the  people  of  his  ward. 

To  the  Instructor:  No  notes  or  references  have  been 
prepared  for  this  lesson,  because  it  is  thought  that  the 
subject  has  been  outlined  in  a  way  that  will  suggest  to  the 
class  the  truths  to  be  developed.  Get  the  members  to  ex- 
press their  thoughts  on  each  subdivision  of  the  lesson. 
Bring  out  other  ideas  by  questioning. 
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Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:    Arbor  Day. 

T.     A  Holiday.    (See  Note  1.) 

A.     What  is  to  be  gained  by  its  observance? 

1.  Individual  homes. 

2.  The  community. 

B.     What  would  be  a  proper  observance? 

1.  In  homes. 

a.  Cleaning  yards. 

b.  Fixing  fences. 

c.  Planting  lawns,  flowers,  etc. 

2.  In  public  places. 

a.  Schools. 

b.  Churches. 

c.  Streets  and  sidewalks. 

II.  Wealth  is  Not  a  Prerequisite  to  Beautiful  Home 
Surroundings;  But  on  the  Other  Hand  We  Must 
Have  a  Desire  to  Beautify  the  Home,  and  Plan  How 
Best  to  Do  It. 

(Note:  The  children  in  the  home  should  be  in- 
terested in  the  matter  and  they  will  delight  in  doing 
some  very  effective  work.  They  will  take  the  great- 
est care  of  the  surroundings  which  they  have  helped 
prepare.  This  interest  will  be  a  strong  factor  in  pro- 
ducing a  love  for  home.) 

III.     A  Community  Interest  in  Proper  Home  Surround- 
ings. 

A.  How  this  may  be  established. 

1.  Mass  meetings. 

2.  Taken  up  in  ward  meetings  in  L.  D.  S.  com- 

munities. 

B.  Value  of  community  effort. 

1.  United  effort  makes  the  work  easier. 

2.  Uniformity   makes    the    community    more 
beautiful. 

3.  Every  citizen  has  an  interest  in  everyone's 
place  as  well  as  his  own. 
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4.     Street-,  sidewalks,  and  ditch  banks  will  re- 
ceive care. 

Note:  In  a  few  wards  where  the  next  succeeding 
lesson  is  no1  necessary,  two  evenings  may  he  spent  on 
this  lesson. 

Note  1.  Origin — Arbor  day,  an  annual  tree-planting  day 
appointed  by  nearly  every  state  and  territory  of  the  Union, 
sometimes  as  a  legal  holiday  and  sometimes  merely  advisory, 
to  assist  in  foresting  or  reforesting  scanty  wooded  tracts,  or 
shading  and  beautifying  towns.  It  is  generally  in  special  con- 
nection with  the  public  schools,  to  impress  children  with  the 
importance  of  forestry  and  natural  beauty  in  our  civilization. 
The  date  depends  on  the  climate  of  different  sections,  and  is 
absolutely  fixed  in  but  few;  most  northern  states  hold  it  in 
April  or  early  in  May;  Arizona,  Texas,  and  Alabama  in  Febru- 
ary, the  two  latter  on  Washington's  birthday;  Florida  in  Janu- 
ary, Georgia  in  December,  and  New  Mexico  in  March;  many 
make  it  optional  either  with  the  state  or  with  localities,  and 
West  Virginia  holds  it  twice  a  year,  one  in  the  spring  and 
fall.  It  arose  from  the  alarm  felt  by  the  reckless  deforestation 
of  many  parts  of  the  Union,  and  the  prospects  of  its  extending 
to  all,  the  proof  as  seen  abroad  of  what  that  deforestation 
meant,  and  the  examples  of  their  governments  in  reforesting 
and  conserving.  (See  Forestry.)  Most  civilized  governments 
at  different  times  have  looked  after  their  forests  to  assure  a 
supply  of  timber  for  naval  construction;  New  Hampshire  and 
New  York,  even  in  the  colonial  period,  felt  it  needful  to  check 
the  inroads  on  them;  the  United  States  government  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  19th  century  later  authorized  the  President  to 
take  measures  for  their  preservation;  and  about  the  same  time 
the  Massachusetts  Society  for  promoting  agriculture  offered 
prizes  for  forest  planting.  But  the  first  widespread  realiza- 
tion of  its  importance  was  caused  in  1864,  by  the  notable  book 
of  George  P.  Marsh,  the  eminent  American  scholar  and  diplo- 
mat, entitled,  "Man  and  Nature";  the  chapter  on  "the  woods" 
aroused  a  special  attention,  and  in  1865,  Birdsey  G.  Northrop, 
then  secretary  of  the  Connecticut  Board  of  Education,  sug- 
gested that  states  might  profitably  plant  trees  every  year  at  the 
proper  time,  or  supervise  their  planting.  The  subject  brought 
out  several  books  and  many  articles;  the  late  Dr.  Franklin  D. 
Hough,  the  first  forest  commissioner,  published  a  work  upon  it 
as  early  as  1873.  But  the  first  to  propose  a  regular  Arbor  Day 
for  the  purpose  was  J.  Sterling  Morton,  late  commissioner 
of  Agriculture,  then  of  Nebraska,  who  in  1872  succeeded  in  in- 
ducing his  almost  treeless  state  to  set  apart  a  day  for  the  pur- 
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pose.  Great  enthusiasm  was  aroused,  and  over  a  million  trees 
were  planted  that  year.  In  1  <S85  it  was  made  a  legal  state  holi- 
day on  the  22nd  of  April,  Mr.  Morton's  birthday.  The  move- 
ment did  not  at  first  spread  very  rapidly,  though  some  locali- 
ties took  it  up;  first  stales  to  copy  the  legal  enactment  were 
Kansas  and  Tennessee  in  1875,  and  the  next  year  Minnesota. 
It  was  six  years  before  another  joined,  Ohio  in  1882,  followed 
by  West  Virginia  in  1883;  then  the  tide  began  to  rush  in,  and 
within  five  years  twenty-six  more  states  and  territories  had 
adopted  the  observance.  (Arlx.r  Day,  Bulletin  '>f  the  Department 
of  Agriculture.) 


LESSON   TEN. 

Part  One. 

SUBJECT:     The  Spiritual  Creation. 

References:  Moses  3:  1-10;  Abraham  3:  22-26;  Gen. 
2:5,6. 
I.     All  Things  Created  First  Spiritually.     (Note  1.) 

A.  Plants  and  animals  existed  before  they  were  in 
the  earth.     (Note  2.) 

B.  Placed  on  the  earth  for  the  use  of  man.     (See 
Gen.  2:8-20.) 

II.     Pre-existencc  of  Man. 

A.  All  men  created  before  this  earth  was  formed. 
(Note  3.) 

B.  God,  the  Father  of  spirits.  (See  Hebrews  12:  9.) 

C.  Primeval  condition.     (Note  4.) 

D.  Necessity  of  mortal  experience.     (Note  5.) 

E.  Importance  of  obtaining  a  body.     (Note  5.) 

Suggestive  Truth:     God  plans  for  the  advancement 
of  His  children. 

Part  Two. 
SUBJECT:    Arbor  Day.     (Continued.) 

I.     Our  Meeting  Houses. 

A.     Discuss  the  surroundings  of  your    own    ward 
house. 
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1.  1  he   fence. 

2.  The  lawn. 

3.  The  walks. 

4.  Is  there  any  rubbish  that  needs  clearing 
away? 

5.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  outbuildings? 
P>.     The  value  of  taking  care  of  the  surroundings 

of  places  of  worship. 

1.  It  is  an  expression  of  reverence  for  Him 
whom  we  worship. 

2.  Temple  grounds  set  a  good  example. 

3.  It  entices  those  who  have  a  tendency  to  be 
wayward. 

4.  We,  the  chosen  people,  should  show  the 
world  an  example  in  this  matter.  Are  we 
doing  it? 

C.     What  can  be  done  to  improve  conditions? 

1.  Responsibility  may  be  carried  by  a  com- 
mittee. 

(Note:  Probably  there  could  not  be  a 
better  committee  formed  than  the  bishop- 
ric and  the  ward  Teachers.) 

2.  What  would  be  the  most  appropriate  time? 

Note:  No  ward  would  regret  it,  if,  on  this  coming 
Arbor  Day,  men  and  boys  would  turn  out  with  teams, 
wagons  and  shovels  and  spend  part  of  the  day  in  fixing 
up  the  meeting  house  yard.  No  time  would  be  better 
than  tonight  to  appoint  a  committee  to  see  the  matter  ex- 
ecuted. 

Note  1.  The  doctrine  of  pre-existence.  as  held  by  the  Lat- 
ter-day Saints,  is  new  to  the  modern  religious  world.  Not- 
withstanding there  was  abundant  evidence  in  Holy  Writ  to  es- 
tablish its  truth,  it  required  latter-day  revelation  to  make  clear 
the  Scriptures  referring  to  it.  Since  the  restored  Gospel  has 
been  carried  to  the  world  by  missionaries,  many  learned  men 
are  assimilating  the  truth,  and  it  is  being  preached  and  believed 

Note  2.  The  first  and  second  chapters  of  Genesis,  if  read 
together    with    proper    understanding,    will    be    found    to    teach 
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clearlv  that  every  living  organism,  plant,  animal,  and  man,  was 
created  before  it  was  placed  on  this  earth.  "Every  plant  of 
the  field  before  it  was  in  the  earth,  and  every  herb  of  the  field 
before  it  grew." 

The  student  should  read  the  accounts  <>f  the  creation  in 
the  Bible  and  in  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price  and  compare  them 
verse  by  verse,  noting  particularly  Gen.  2:1-7  and  Moses  3:1-7.  In 
both  it  is  stated,  after  a  chanter  devoteu  t<>  the  steps  oi  crea 
tion:  "'Thus  the  heavens  ana  the  earth  were  finished,  and  all  the 
hosts  of  them."  It  will  be  clear  that  if  all  the  hosts  of  heaven 
and  earth  were  created  and  pronounced  good  at  that  time,  they 
were  on  some  other  plane  of  existence.  These  words  could 
not  have  had  reference  to  the  natural,  mortal  creation  that  we 
know,  because  animal  and  vegetable  organisms  are  still  being 
formed  on  this  planet,  and  the  work  is  not  yet  finished.  That 
this  first  creation  was  spiritual  is  made  plain  in  the  Pearl  of 
Great  Price,  wh^re  it  is  said:  "For  I,  the  Lord  God,  created  all 
things  of  which  I  have  spoken  spiritually  before  they  were 
naturally  upon  the  face  of  the  earth."  (Moses  3:5.) 

Note  3.  "The  following  is  a  very  comprehensive  passage 
on  this  subject:  'When  the  Most  High  divided  to  the  nations 
their  inheritance,  when  He  separated  the  sons  of  Adam,  he  set 
the  bounds  of  the  people  according  to  the  number  of  the  children 
of  Israel.'  (Dent.  32:8.)  This  passage  certainly  refers  to  a  very 
early  period,  when  the  heritage  of  the  nations  was  given  in  pro- 
portion to  the  numbers  of  Israel.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how 
their  numbers  were  then  known  unless  there  was  a  spiritual 
Israel,  of  which  the  temporal  is  but  the  counterpart."  (Com- 
pendium, p.  181.) 

Another  striking  passage  is  found  in  Job  38:7,  where  "all 
the  sons  of  God"  are  represented  as  shouting  for  joy  when  the 
foundations  of  the  earth  were  laid.  Read  in  this  connection 
Moses  1:8;  6:35:  7:21,  23. 

Note  4.  "From  the  little  knowledge  we  have  on  this  sub- 
ject we  reach  the  following  conclusions:  That  at  the  time  of  the 
creation  of  the  earth,  all  who  were  to  become  its  inhabitants 
were  living  in  the  spirit  with  God.  There  we  communed  with 
Him,  partook  of  His  kindness  and  mercy,  received  His  counsel 
and  instruction,  and  enjoyed,  as  fullv  as  we  were  capable  of  en- 
joying, His  glory."  (Y.  M.  M.  I.  A.  Manual,  1901-2,  p.  33.) 

"As  for  the  rest,  the  spirit,  being  free,  forged  ahead  or 
lagged  behind,  during  the  millions  of  years  of  its  pre-existence, 
quite  in  the  same  way  that  it  does  here, — and  with  precisely 
similar  results.  That  is  to  say,  if  proper  exercise,  or,  in  other 
words,  proper  obedience  to  law,  develops  any  power  of  the  soul 
here,  so  it  must  have  done  there:  whence  we  infer  that  these 
powers  known  as  birth-traits  are  due  only  in  a  small  degree  to 
physical  heredity.  They  are  rather  the  results  of  work  done 
or   neglected   during   pre-mortal    life;    as    much    so    as    traits   we 
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shall  manifest  hereafter  will  be  results  of  tills  life  plus  that 
previous  one." — Nelson's  "Scientific  Aspects  of  Mormonism," 
pp.  85-6. 

Note  5.  Though  we  were  doubtless  happy  in  our  primeval 
state,  we  were  probably  not  content  to  remain  forever  in  that 
condition  of  negative  innocence.  We  knew  that  some  other 
course  of  training  and  experience  was  necessary  before  we  could 
become  perfected  beings.  "True,  we  were  in  heaven,  sons  and 
daughters  of  God,  enjoying,  no  doubt,  His  fatherly  care  and 
protection;  but  we  knew  that  that  was  not  the  highest  and 
greatest  destiny  the  Father  had  in  mind  for  us.  He  desired  that 
we  should  be  fathers  and  mothers,  as  well  as  sons  and  daugh- 
ters; rulers,  as  well  as  subjects;  Gods,  as  well  as  children  of 
God.  This  great  expanding,  exalted  destiny  was  closed  to  us, 
as  lone:  as  we  remained  in  the  spiritual  condition.  We  fully 
knew  that  we  must  first,  obtain  bodies;  second,  endure  the 
test  of  a  temporary  separation  from  our  father  (and  mother); 
third,  form  ihe  relationships  of  husband  and  wife,  parent  and 
child,  etc.;  fourth,  prove  ourselves  worthy  in  these  relation- 
shins,  in  the  midst  of  sorrow,  sin  and  suffering.  Without  these 
varied  experiences,  away  from  our  heavenly  home,  and  forgetful 
of  our  spiritual  life  with  God.  we  knew  that  this  higher  ex- 
altation would  be  impossible." — Manual,  1901-2,  p.  34. 


LESSON  ELEVEN. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:     The  Great  Council. 

References:  Moses  4:  1-4;  Abraham  3:  22-28;  Rev. 
12:  3-12;  I  Tohn  3:  8;  Jude  6;   II  Peter  2:  4; 
Isaiah   14:   12-15;   Doc.   &  Cov.  29:  36-39;  76: 
25-27. 
I.     Who  Were  Present.     (Note  1.) 
II.     Purpose  of  the  Council. 

A.  To  consider  the  plan  of  salvation.     (Note  2.) 

B.  To  choose  a  Redeemer.     (Note  2.) 

III.  The  Two  Proposals. 

A.  By  the  Father  and  accepted  by  the  Lord  Jesus 
— giving  man  his  free  agency.     (Note  3.) 

B.  By  Lucifer — compulsory  salvation.     (Note  4.) 

IV.  The  Redeemer  Chosen.     (Note  5.) 
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V.     The  War  in  Heaven. 

A.  Its  cause.     (Note  6.) 

B.  Its  results.  (Note  7.) 

VI.     Rejoicing  in  Heaven.     (Job  38:  4,  7.) 

Suggestive  Truth:  The  Father  points  the  right  way 
for  His  children,  yet  leaves  them  free  to  act  for  them- 
selves. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:    Charity. 

I.     What  It  Is. 

A.  "Every  good  act  is  charity." 

B.  "Your  smiling  in  your  brother's  face  is  charity." 

C.  "Your  putting  a  wanderer  in  the  right  road  is 
charity." 

D.  "When  faith  and  hope  fail,  as  they  do  some- 
times, we  must  try  charity,  which  is  love  in  ac- 
tion." 

E.  "And  exhortation  of  your  fellow  man  to  virtu- 
ous deeds  is  equal  to  alms-giving." 

F.  Every  failure  on  your  part  to  criticise  harshly 
your  neighbor  for  some  real  or  imaginary  of- 
fense committed  by  him  is  charity  bestowed  up- 
on him. 

G.  "For  charity  covers  a  multitude  of  sins."  (I 
Peter  4:  8.) 

II.     How  it  Should  be  Extended. 

A.  "We  should  give  as  we  would  receive,  cheer- 
fully, quickly  and  without  hesitation,  for  there 
is  no  grace  in  a  benefit  that  sticks  to  the  fin- 
gers." 

B.  We  should  not  give  grudgingly,  or  of  neces- 
sity; for  the  Lord  loveth  a  cheerful  giver.  (II 
Cor.  9:  7. 

C.  "Give  work  rather  than  alms  to  the  poor.  The 
former  drives  out  indolence,  the  latter  indus- 
try." 
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I).  "To  pity  <listicss  is  but  human;  to  relieve  it  is 
<  rodlflce." 

E.  What  arc  we  doing  t<>  oast  rays  of  sunshine  into 
the  hearts  and  homes  of  our  afflicted  neigh- 
bors? 

F.  What  little  acts  of  kindness  can  we  do  that  we 
arc  not  doing  to  help  them  along? 

( i.  Arc  we  daily  praying  that  the  Lord  will  help 
them  along  instead  of  sending  them  a  sack  of 
Hour  or  a  ton  of  coal?     (James  2:  15-16.) 

H.  Learn  to  be  liberal  with  our  neighbors,  and  life 
will  be  sweeter  and  better  for  ourselves. 

Suggestive  Truth:  I'.y  a  liberal  dispensation  of  char- 
ity we  become  broader  in  our  views  and  more  Godlike  in 
our  accomplishments  and  attributes. 

Note  1.  "At  the  lust  organization  in  heaven  we  were  all 
present,  and  saw  the  Savior  chosen  and  appointed  and  the  plan 
of  salvation  made,  and  we  sanctioned  it." — Joseph  Smith. 

Note  2.  "The  plan  which  was  adopted  in  this  great  council 
included  a  means  of  ransoming  and  bringing  back  to  their  Fath- 
er the  souls  who  were  to  become  subject  to  sin  and  death. 
Without  this  provision,  the  great  plan  of  salvation  would  have 
been  incomplete,  providing  only  for  man's  mortal  experiences. 
and  not  for  his  release  from  the  bonds  of  sin  and  death.  Since 
this  bondage  of  sin  and  death  was  to  be  brought  upon  man  by 
the  transgression  of  law.  it  could  be  overcome  only  by  the  pay- 
ment of  the  penalty  for  that  transgression.  This  was  provided 
for  before  the  plan  was  complete.  Then  the  question  doubtless 
arose  as  to  who  should  pay  the  penalty,  the  manner  of  its 
payment,  and  the  conditions  upon  which  man  was  to  receive  the 
benefit  of  the  ransom.  Although  our  information  as  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  council  is  rather  meagre,  we  gather  from  the 
little  that  is  written  about  it,  and  from  events  that  have  since 
taken  place,  the  following  details:  The  brightest  and  best  of 
the  Sons  of  God  there  assembled,  Jesus  Christ,  came  forward 
and  offered  his  services  as  Mediator  and  Redeemer,  according 
to  God's  plan.  He  was  to  come  upon  earth  in  due  process  of 
time,  and  take  upon  himself  the  trials  and  pains  of  mortality. 
He  was  to  live  his  life  amidst  suffering  and  trials.  He  was  to 
undergo  a  form  of  death  that  would  be  a  sacrifice  to  atone  for 
the  breaking  of  the  law,  and  open  up  the  way  for  the  restora- 
tion of  mankind  to  the  presence  of  God.     But  one  very  import- 
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ant  condition  was  laid  down.  That  was  that  only  those  could 
receive  the  benefit  of  this  gracious  act  who  accepted  it  and 
complied  with  certain  conditions.  And  every  man  was  to  be 
left  free  to  accept  or  reject  the  atonement  and  its  accompany- 
ing laws,  his  free  agency  not  being  in  any  way  interfered  with." 
— Y.  M.  M.  I.  A.  Manual,  1901-2,  pp.  34,  35. 

Note  3.  President  John  Taylor,  in  "Mediation  and  Atone- 
ment," commenting  on  the  words  that  were  used  by  the  Lord 
Jesus  on  the  occasion  of  this  council,  "Father,  thy  will  be  done, 
and  the  glory  be  thine  forever,"  has  this  to  say:  "From  these  re- 
marks by  the  well-beloved  Son  we  should  naturally  infer  that 
in  the  discussion  of  this  subject  the  Father  had  made  known 
His  will  and  developed  His  plan  and.  design  pertaining  to  these 
matters,  and  all  that  His  well-beloved  Son  wanted  to  do  was  to 
carry  out  the  will  of  His  Father,  who,  as  God  the  Father,  and 
the  originator  and  designer  of  the  plan,  had  a  right  to  all  the 
honor  and  glory." 

This  plan  left  man  absolutely  free  to  act,  without  compul- 
sion. He  was'  to  come  in  contact  with  evil.  If  he  rejected  it, 
salvation  was  to  be  his  reward;  if  he  yielded  to  it,  he  would 
receive  only  in  part  the  benefits  of  the  atonement. 

Note  4.  "But  Lucifer  wanted  to  introduce  a  plan  con- 
trary.to  the  will  of  his  Father,  and  then  wanted  his  honor,  and 
said,  T  will  save  every  soul  of  man,  wherefore  give  me  thine 
honor.'  He  wanted  to  go  contrary  to  the  will  of  his  Father, 
and  presumptuously  sought  to  deprive  man  of  his  free  agency, 
thus  making  him  a  serf,  and  placing  him  in  a  position  in  which 
it  was  possible  for  him  to  obtain  that  exaltation  which  God 
designed  should  be  man's  through  obedience  to  the  law  which 
He  had  suggested;  and  again  Lucifer  wanted  the  honor  and 
power  of  his  Father,  to  enable  him  to  carry  out  principles  which 
were  contrary  to  his  Father's  wish." — Mediation  and  Atonement, 
p.  94. 

Note  5.  From  what  has  been  said  in  the  preceding  notes, 
it  will  be  clear  to  the  student  that  God  was  justified  in  ac- 
cepting the  self-sacrificing  offer  of  Jesus,  and  rejecting  the 
haughty  demands  of  Lucifer.  Jesus  was  chosen,  and  became 
"the   Lamb  slain   from  the   foundation   of  the   world." 

Note  6.  Lucifer  rebelled  in  anger  and  jealousy.  It  is 
not  difficult  to  picture  the  scene  that  followed.  Lucifer  was 
one  who  had  been  "in  authority  in  the  presence  of  God,"  and 
he  doubtless  had  many  admirers  and  followers  among  the  pre- 
existent  spirits  assembled  there.  When  he  rebelled  others 
followed  to  the  amazing  number  of  one-third  of  the  hosts  of 
heaven.  Included  with  these  were  probably  the  weaklings 
among  the  spirits,  those  who  would  gladly  have  secured  the 
benefits  of  earth-life,  and  a  body,  with  a  certainty  of  return- 
ing to  heaven   without  effort,   rather  than  to  bear  the  trials   of 
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mortal  life  and  work  out  their  salvation.     (Read  carefully  Doc. 
&  Cov.  29:  36-39;  76:  25-27.) 

Note  7.  Satan  and  his  followers  were  cast  down  from 
heaven.  They  were  denied  the  privilege  of  taking  bodies,  and, 
though  they  are  on  the  earth,  and  among  the  children  of  men, 
it  is  as  evil  spirits  that  they  do  their  work,  at  the  bidding  of 
their  master,  Lucifer,  who  still  seeks  to  overthrow  the  truth 
and  destroy  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

Those  who  enlisted  with  Christ  in  the  war  in  heaven  were 
given  the  privilege  of  coming  to  earth  in  the  due  time  of  the 
Lord  and  taking  bodies.  The  fact  that  we  have  obtained  bodies 
here  is  proof  of  our  pre-existent  faithfulness.  But  the  warfare 
is  still  on.  Satan  and  his  hosts  are  still  trying  to  win  us  away 
from  the  truth.  The  old  contest  of  right  and  wrong,  of  truth 
and  error,  will  continue  until  the  faithful  hosts,  under  the  guid- 
ance of  Jesus,  shall  overcome,  and  Satan  shall  be  bound. 


LESSON  TWELVE. 


Part  One. 


SUBJECT:     The  Organization  of  the  Earth.     (Note  1.) 

References :     Pearl  of  Great  Price,  Moses  1  and  2 ; 
Abraham  4  and  5 ;  Genesis  1  and  2. 
I.     The  Creation.     (Note  2.) 

A.  The  earth  "without  form  and  void."     (Note  3.) 

B.  Production  of  light. 

C.  The  mineral  kingdom — land  and  water. 

D.  The  vegetable  kingdom. 

E.  The  animal  kingdom. 

II.     Man  the  Crowning  Work  of  Creation. 

A.  In  the  image  of  God,  male  and  female.  (Note  4.) 

B.  He  is  given  dominion  over  all  creatures.     (Gen. 
1 :  26-28.) 

Suggestive  Truth:     The  orderly  sequence  of  events 
shows  that  the  Creator  is  a  God  of  order. 
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Part  Two. 

SUBJECT :     Charity.     (Continued.) 

I.     Its  Value  to  the  Disburser. 

A.  "He  that  hath  pity  upon  the  poor  lendeth  unto 
the  Lord;  and  that  which  he  hath  given  will 
he  pay  him  again."  (Prov.  19:  17.) 

B.  "A  man's  true  wealth  hereafter  is  the  good  he 
does  in  this  world  to  his  fellow  man." 

C.  "When  he  dies  people  will  say,  'What  property 
has  he  left  behind  him?'  but  the  angels  will  ask, 
'What  good  deeds  has  he  sent  before  him?'  " — 

.    Mahomet. 
II.     The  Necessity  of  Having  Charity. 

A.  "Count  that  day  lost  whose  low  descending  sun 
Views  from  thy  hand  no  worthy  action  done." 

B.  "Though  I  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and 
of  angels,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  become  as 
sounding  brass,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal. 

"And  though  I  have  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
and  understand  all  mysteries,  and  all  knowl- 
edge ;  and  though  I  have  all  faith,  so  that  I 
could  remove  mountains,  and  have  not  charity,  I 
am  nothing. 

"And  though  I  bestow  all  my  goods  to  feed 
the  poor,  and  though  I  give  my  body  to  be 
burned,  and  have  not  charity,  it  profiteth  me 
nothing."     (I  Cor.  13:  1-3.)   " 

Suggestive  Truth:  By  a  liberal  dispensation  of  char- 
ity we  become  broader  in  our  views  and  more  Godlike  in 
our  accomplishments  and  attributes. 

Name  three  ways  in  which  the  members  of  this  quor- 
um can,  during  the  coming  week,  exercise  charity. 

Note  1.  The  time  having  arrived  when,  in  the  wisdom  of 
the  Father,  His  spirit-children  were  prepared  to  be  advanced 
in  the  scale  of  being  and  be  given  mortal  bodies,  we  find  a  very- 
important  thing  happening  in  heaven.     It  was  revealed  to  Abra- 
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ham  (Pearl  of  Great  Price,  Abraham  3:24)  that  "one  like  unto 
God"  said  to  those  with  Mini,  pointing,  doubtless,  to  the  as- 
sembled hosts  of  pre-existent  spirits,  "We  will  go  down,  for 
there  is  space  there,  and  we  will  take  of  these  materials,  and 
we  will  make  an  earth  on  which  these  may  dwell." 

Jesus  was  the  one  who  directed  this  work  of  preparing  the 
earth  for  man.  The  materials  were  about  Him  in  space  in  chaot- 
ic condition,  and  had  to  be  assembled  and  utilized  much  as  a 
builder  gathers  his  materials  and  constructs  a  house.  And 
the  motive  that  prompted  the  organization  of  the  earth  was 
the  same  that  actuates  a  father  who  plans  and  builds  a  house— 
the  preparing  of  a  dwelling-place  to  be  devoted  to  the  training 
and  development  of  his  children. 

Note  2.  The  student  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  com- 
monly accepted  meaning  of  the  word  "create,"  as  signifying 
"making  out  of  nothing."  is  erroneous.  The  word  means  to 
form  or  fashion.  The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  says:  "You  ask 
the  learned  doctors  why  they  say  the  world  was  made  out  of 
nothing;  and  they  will  answer:  Don't  the  Bible  say  He  creat- 
ed' the  world?  and  they  infer,  from  the  word  create,  that  it 
must  have  been  made  out  of  nothing.  Now  the  word  create 
comes  from  the  word  baurau,  which  does  not  mean  to  create 
out  of  nothing;  it  means  to  organize,  the  same  as  a  man  would 
organize  materials  and  build  a  ship.  Hence  we  infer  that  God 
had  materials  to  organize  the  world  out  of  chaos — chaotic  mat- 
ter, which  is  element,  and  in  which  dwells  all  glory.  Element 
had  an  existence  from  the  time  He  (God)  had." — Journal  of 
Discourses,  vol.  6 :  p.  6. 

Professor  Baden  Powell  of  Oxford  University  says:  "The 
idea  of  creation  as  meaning  absolutely  'making  out  of  noth- 
ing,' or  calling  into  existence  that  which  did  not  exist  before, 
in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  term,  is  not  a  doctrine  of  Scrip- 
ture; but  it  has  been  held  by  many  on  the  grounds  of  natural 
theology,  as  enhancing  the  ideas  we  form  of  the  divine  power." 

Note  3.  Commenting  on  the  passage  that  says  the  earth 
was  "without  form  and  void,"  Elder  B.  H.  Roberts  says:  "How 
long  it  remained  in  that  condition  before  the  Spirit  of  God 
moved  upon  the  face  of  the  waters,  or  the  six  great  periods 
pf  creation  began,  it  is  impossible  to  say,  as  we  have  no  data 
in  revelation  upon  which  to  base  a  calculation;  but  the  dura- 
tion was  doubtless  sufficient  to  allow  all  the  ages  claimed  by 
geologists  as  necessary  for  the  formation  of  our  planet.  Then 
how  long  those  periods  of  time  were  which  are  called  'days' 
in  the  Bible  is  uncertain;  but  enough  is  known  to  justify  us 
in  the  belief  that  they  were  great  periods  of  time,  in  which 
the  successive  acts  of  creation  occurred;  in  which  continents 
were  upraised,  and  mountains  were  reared  up  by  volcanic  erup- 
tion, exposed  to  warmth  and  light  and  covered  with  vegetation 
and  animal  life,  and  then  worn  away  by  the  combined  action  of 
the   atmosphere   and   rains,   much   of  their   matter  being  carried 
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back  to  old  ocean's  bed,  and  settling  there  as  sediment,  forming 
new  strata  of  rocks,  occasionally  imbedding  vegetables  and  ani- 
mals which  became  fossilized;  and  these  strata,  being  afterward 
thrown  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  are  exposed  to  view, 
and  from  what  he  there  finds,  the  geologist  conjectures  at  the 
condition  of  the  earth  and  forms  his  judgment  as  to  what  ani- 
mals and  vegetation  were  then  upon  it — there  was  time  for  all 
this,  let  it  be  performed  ever  so  slowly." — Man's  Relationship  to 
Deity,  pp.  273-4. 

Note  4.  Man,  spiritually  and  physically,  is  in  the  image 
of  God,  hence  it  follows  that  the  Creator  is  a  being  possessed 
of  a  body,  tangible  like  ours,  and,  like  ours,  animated  by 
Spirit.  This  idea  of  the  Supreme  Being  is  a  distinctive  Lat- 
ter-day Saint  doctrine.  Moreover,  if  the  term  man,  as  referred 
to  in  the  text,  and  throughout  the  Bible  and  other  sacred 
writings,  includes  male  and  female,  does  not  the  term  God 
mean  the  same?  And  have  we  not,  then,  a  mother  in  heaven? 
"Truth  is  reason,  truth  eternal 
Tells  me   I've  a   mother  there." 

On  this  subject,  Elder  Franklin  D.  Richards  says:  "Man,  in 
his  fulness,  is  a  two-fold  organization — male  and  female.  Either 
being  incapable  of  filling  the  measure  of  their  creation  alone,  it 
requires  the  union  of  the  two  to  complete  man  in  the  image  of 
God,  for  in  Gen.  1:  27  it  expressly  says  that  he  was  created 
male   and   female   in   the    image   of   God." — The    Compendium. 


LESSON  THIRTEEN. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:    Adam  and  Eve— the  Fall. 

References :  Pearl  of  Great  Price,  Moses  3 :  8-23 ;  4 : 
1-32;  Abraham  5:  7-21;  Genesis  3;  II  Xephi  2: 
16-27. 
I.     Alan's  First  Home — the  Garden  of  Eden.     (Note  1.) 
II.     Marriage    Instituted. 

A.     Eve  given  to  Adam  as  a  helpmeet. 

III.  The  Two  Commandments.     (Note  2.) 

IV.  Satan,  the  Tempter.     (Note  3.) 
V.     The  Fall. 

A.  Eve  deceived.     (Note  4.) 

B.  Adam's  wise  decision.     (Note  4.) 
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VI.  Results  of  Partaking  the  Forbidden  Fruit. 

A.  Mortality  substituted  for  immortality.     (Note 

5.) 

B.  Expulsion  from  the  garden.      (Pearl  of  Great 
Price,  Moses  3:  28-31.) 

VII.  Effects  of  the  Fall  Beneficial.     (Note  6.) 

Suggestive  Truth:     "Adam  fell  that  man  might  be, 
and  man  is  that  he  might  have  joy." 


Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:     Marriage.     (Prepared  especially  for  Ward 
Teachers.) 

I.     A  Divine  Command. 

A.  For  the  purpose  of  furnishing  bodies  for  the 
multitude  ot  spirits  in  the  spirit  world. 

1.  To  people  and  develop  the  earth.     (Gen.  1  : 

26-29 ;  3 :  16.    Pearl  of  Great  Price,  p.  41.) 

2.  To  develop  ourselves  so  that  we  may  be 

qualified    for    the    life    beyond    the    grave. 
(Pearl  of  Great  Price,  p.  41 ;  Alma  40:  12.) 
IT.     It  Should  Be  Eternal  and  Everlasting. 

A.  This  life  being  but  the  stepping  stone  to  our 
future  existence,  the  marriage  relation  here 
should  be  a  pleasant  one,  connecting  families 
together  for  all  eternity.  (Doc.  &  Cov.  132:  11, 
19-21.) 

B.  Otherwise  the  loving  ties  created  and  strongly 
bound  here  would  be  severed  at  death  and  all 
be  lost.  (Doc.  &  Cov.  132:  7,  15-17;  Matt.  22: 
30;  Mark  12:25.) 

III.     Who  Should  Intermarry. 

A.  Those  who  are  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  (Doc.  &  Cov.  132: 
21.) 

B.  Why  should  members  of  the  Church  not  marry 
non-members t 

1.     Effect  upon  themselves. 
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2.  Effect  upon  their  children. 

3.  Effect  upon  the  community. 

IV.     Who  Should  Perform  the  Marriage  Ceremony. 

A.     One  authorized  by  the  President  of  the  Church. 
(Doc.  &Cov.  132:  7,  19.) 
V.     Why  Should  No  Other  Person  Be  Allowed  to  Per- 
form It?    (Doc.  &  Cov.  132:  15-17.) 

Note  1.  "Eastward  in  Eden,"  is  the  location  given  of 
man's  first  abode.  It  has  been  generally  supposed  that  the 
Garden  of  Eden  was  somewhere  on  the  eastern  hemisphere, 
but  the  Lord  made  known  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  that  it 
was  in  America.  Indeed,  the  place  where  Adam  called  together 
his  posterity  before  his  death  and  blessed  them  was  pointed 
out  to  the  Prophet,  by  revelation.  It  was  called  by  the  Lord 
Adam-ondi-Ahman,  and  was  in  Daviess  county,  Missouri.  (See 
History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  3,  pp.  35-40,  and  footnotes.) 

Note  2.  When  man  was  placed  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  to 
dress  and  keep  it,  he  was  told  that  he  might  eat  freely  of  the 
fruit  of  all  the  trees  of  the  garden,  except  of  the  Tree  of 
the  Knowledge  of  Good  and  Evil,  but  of  that  he  should  not  par- 
take. Observe  that  this  command  was  a  negative  one — "Thou 
shalt  not  eat  of  it." 

Later,  Eve  was  given  to  Adam  in  marriage  and  the  posi- 
tive command  was  given  them,  "Be  fruitful,  multiply  and 
replenish  the  earth  and  subdue  it."  This  was  undoubtedly  the 
greater  command. 

Note  3.  Satan,  the  Tempter: — Satan  had  been  banished  to 
the  earth,  because  of  rebellion  against  God,  and  it  was  natural 
that  he  should  feel  an  intensified  antagonism  to  the  purposes  of 
Deity  with  reference  to  the  salvation  of  man.  He  cannot  come 
in  direct  conflict  with  God,  but  opposes  Him  indirectly,  by 
attacking  His  mortal  children.  These  attacks  are  generally  in 
the  form  of  temptation  to  sin,  because  Satan  knows  that  every 
such  temptation,  yielded  to,  gives  him  that  much  control  over 
the  sinner,  in  opposition  to  the  authority  of  God.  In  this  way 
he  hopes  to  thwart  God's  purposes,  and  make  mankind  subject 
to  the  power  of  Satan.  Since  the  extent  of  his  dominion  de- 
pends upon  the  number  that  he  can  win  from  their  allegiance 
to  their  heavenly  Father,  his  constant  labor  has  been  and  is  to 
lure  mankind  by  various  temptations.  This  office  of  universal 
tempter  God  permits  him  to  exercise,  as  part  of  the  great  de- 
sign regarding  His  children;  for  without  temptation  man  would 
be  deprived  of  an  essential  part  of  his  human  experience.  At  the 
same    time,    it    should   be    understood    that    it    is    the    evil    part 
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of  man's  nature  which  leads  him  into  sin,  whether  responding 
to  the  temptations  of  Satan,  or  following  his  own  natural  in- 
clinations. That  is,  we  must  bear  the  consequences  of  OUF  own 
acts.  We  cannot  excuse  ourselves  with  the  plea  of  having 
been    tempted. 

It  was  to  be  expected  that  Satan  would  begin  to  work  his 
wiles  on  one  of  the  first  children  of  God  that  dwelt  on  earth. 
Therefore,  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  approached  Eve  in  an 
insinuating  way;  and  asked  her  about  the  prohibition  which  had 
been  placed  against  partaking  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of 
good  and  evil.  When  she  answered  that  death  was  the  penalty 
of  disobedience,  he  scoffed  at  it,  and  told  her  that  instead  of 
death,  great  knowledge  and  power  would  come  to  them,  as  a 
result  of  partaking  of  the  fruit.  They  should  become  as  Gods, 
Satan  said;  and  he  broadly  hinted  that  they  had  been  told  not  to 
partake  of  the  fruit  because  of  the  Lord's  jealous  fear  that 
they  would  become  as  great  as  He.  This  flattery  and  specious 
pleading  had  their  effect  on  Eve,  and  she  was  beguiled  into 
partaking  of  the  fruit,  and  thus  transgressing  the  law  of  God. — 
V.  M.  M.  I.  A.  Manual,  1901-2,  p.  40. 

Note  4.  The  part  of  Adam  and  Eve  in  the  transgression: — 
Eve  was  deceived  and  tempted.  She  disobeyed  the  command  of 
God,  and  obeyed  the  behest  of  Satan.  She  braved  the  punish- 
ment which  the  Lord  had  pronounced,  in  order  to  secure  the 
advantages  Satan  promised.  Under  the  stress  of  this  temptation 
and  deception,  she  yielded,  and  ate  of  the  forbidden  fruit.  Thus 
she  forfeited  her  right  to  remain  in  the  Garden  of  Eden,  and  in 
direct  communion  with  God;  lost  her  primeval  innocence;  be- 
came subject  to  sin,  suffering,  and  death.  She  told  Adam  what 
she  had  done,  and  he  fully  realized  the  consequences  of  her  act. 
It  meant  that  he  and  she  could  no  longer  remain  together:  that 
they  must  move  in  different  spheres — he  in  the  higher,  she  in 
the  lower.  She  should  be  cast  out  of  the  garden,  and  he  should 
remain.  She  should  go  into  the  environment  and  influence  of 
Satan,  he  remain  under  the  influence  of  God,  and  in  a  spiritual 
environment.  But  he  remembered  that  Eve  had  been  given  him 
as  an  eternal  companion.  He  remembered  the  great  command- 
ment of  the  two,  the  negative  one,  "Thou  shalt  not  eat  of  the 
he  could  not  now  obey,  for  Eve,  his  wife,  was  to  be  separated 
from  him  forever.  He  was  therefore  under  the  necessity  of 
deciding  which  was  the  greater  and  more  important  command- 
ment of  the  two,  the  negative  one,  "Thou  shalt  not  eat  of  the 
tree,"  or  the  positive  one,  "Thou  shalt  multiply  and  replenish 
the  earth."  And  he  decided  wisely.  He  would  break  the 
negative  commandment,  and  keep  the  positive  one.  Therefore, 
with  his  eyes  open,  neither  deceived  nor  tempted,  but  fully  un- 
derstanding the  nature  and  consequences  of  his  act,  he  partook 
of  the  fruit  which  his  wife  brought  to  him.  "And  Adam  was  not 
deceived,  but  the  woman  being  deceived,  was  in  the  transgres- 
sion."   (I    Tim.    2:4.)    Hence    Adam    could    answer    the    Lord's 
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question,  "Hast  thou  eaten  of  the  tree  whereof  I  commanded 
thee  that  thou  shouldst  not  eat?  If  so  thou  shouldst  surely  die?" 
in  these  words:  "The  woman  whom  thou  gavest  me,  and  com- 
mandedst  that  she  should  remain  with  me,  she  gave  me  of 
the  fruit  of  the  tree  and  I  did  eat." — P.  of  G.  P.,  p.  10. 

Effects  of  Transgression: — The  immediate  result  of  the 
Fall  was  the  substitution  of  mortality,  with  all  its  attendant 
frailties,  for  the  vigor  of  the  primeval  deathless  state.  Adam 
felt  directly  the  effects  of  transgression,  in  finding  a  barren  and 
dreary  earth,  with  a  sterile  soil,  instead  of  the  beauty  and  fruit- 
fulness  of  Eden.  In  place  of  pleasing  and  useful  plants,  thorns 
and  thistles  sprang  up;  and  he  had  to  labor  arduously  under  the 
conditions  of  physical  fatigue  and  suffering,  to  cultivate  the 
soil  that  he  might  obtain  necessary  food.  Upon  Eve  fell  the 
penalty  of  bodily  infirmity;  the  pains  and  sorrows  which  have 
since  been  regarded  as  the  natural  lot  of  womankind,  came  upon 
her,  and  she  was  made  subject  to  her  husband.  Having  now 
lost  their  sense  of  former  innocence,  they  became  ashamed  of 
their  nakedness,  and  the  Lord  made  for  them  garments  of  skins. 
And  upon  both  the  man  and  the  woman  was  visited  the  pen- 
alty of  spiritual  death;  for  in  that  very  day  they  were  ban- 
ished from  Eden,  and  cast  out  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. — 
Talmage's  "Articles  of  Faith." 

Effects  of  the  Fall  Beneficial: — It  has  become  a  common 
practice  with  mankind  to  heap  reproaches  upon  the  progenitors 
of  the  (human)  family,  and  to  picture  the  supposedly  blessed 
state  in  which  we  would  be  living  but  for  the  Fall;  whereas 
our  first  parents  are  entitled  to  our  deepest  gratitude  for  their 
legacy  to  posterity, — the  means  of  winning  glory,  exaltation  and 
eternal  lives  on  the  battlefield  of  mortality.  But  for  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  given,  the  spirits  of  God's  offspring  would  have  re- 
mained forever  in  a  state  of  innocent  childhood;  sinless  through 
no  effort  of  their  own;  negatively  saved,  not  from  sin,  but  from 
the  power  of  sinning;  incapable  of  winning  the  honors  of  vic- 
tory because  prevented  from  taking  part  in  the  battle.  As  it  is. 
they  are  heirs  to  the  birthright  of  Adam's  descendants, — mortal- 
ity, with  its  inmeasurable  opportunities,  and  its  God-given  free- 
dom of  action.  From  Father  Adam  we  have  inherited  all  the 
ills  to  which  flesh  is  heir;  but  such  are  necessarily  incident  to 
the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  by  the  proper  use  of  which 
knowledge  man  may  become  even  as  the  Gods. — Talmage's 
"Articles  of  Faith." 
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LESSON  FOURTEEN. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:    Adam's  Ministry. 

References:     Pearl  of  Great  Price,  Moses  5:  1-15;  6: 
63-67;  Doc.  &  Cov.  107:  53-54. 
I.     Man's  Condition  After  the  Fall.     (Note  1.) 

A.  Subject  to  death.     (Gen.  2:  17;  3:  19.) 

B.  Obliged  to  toil  for  his  bread.     (Gen.  3:  17-19.) 

C.  In  the  midst  of  temptation  and  sin.     (Heb.  4: 
15 ;  James  1:2.) 

D.  Banished  from  the  presence  of  God.     (Gen.  3: 
24;  Moses  5:4.) 

II.     Gospel  Revealed  to  Adam.     (Note  2.) 

A.  In  answer  to  prayer.     (Moses  5:  4,  5.) 

B.  Saving  principles. 

1.  Faith.  (Moses  5:  9-15;  Doc.  &  Cov.  84:  74.) 

2.  Repentance.    (Moses  5  :  8 ;  6 :  49.) 

3.  Baptism.      (Moses  6:   51-63;  Doc.   &  Cov. 
84:  74.) 

4.  Gift    of    the       Holy      Ghost.      (Moses     6: 
64-67.) 

C.  A  Redeemer  promised.     (Note  3.) 

III.     Adam's  and  Eve's  Obedience  to  the  Lord. 

A.  As  shown  in  temporal  labors.     (Moses  5:  1.) 

B.  In  the  rearing  of  a  family.     (Note  4.) 

C.  In  the  law  of  sacrifice.     (Moses  5:  5.) 

D.  In  teaching  the  Gospel  to  their  posterity. 

Suggestive  Truth:     The  Gospel    is    the    same  in  all 
ages.    All  men,  everywhere,  are  called  to  repentance. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:    Memorial  Day. 

T.     How  and  When  the  Day  Originated. 

V      Early  in  May,  1868.  National  Commander  Tohn 
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A.  Logan  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
issued  an  order  naming  the  30th  day  of  May, 
1868,  "for  the  purpose  of  strewing  with  flowers 
or  otherwise  decorating  the  graves  of  comrades 
who  died  in  defense  of  their  country  during  the 
late  rebellion,  and  whose  bodies  now  lie  in  al- 
most every  city,  village  or  hamlet  churchyard 
in  the  land." 
..  'Tradition  has  it  that  about  the  time  the  Civil 
War  broke  out  a  soldier  of  the  German  army 
came  over  to  this  country,  enlisted  in  our  army, 
and  served  through  the  war.  About  the  time  the 
war  closed  he  casually  remarked  that  it  was  a 
custom  in  Germany  for  the  people  to  scatter 
flowers  on  the  graves  of  soldiers  once  a  year. 

1 1.     Why  It  Has  Become  a  National  Holiday. 

A.  To  commemorate  the  valor  and  patriotism  of 
our  soldier  dead  and  the  great  cause  for  which 
they  died. 

II.     Recent  Celebration  of  the  Day. 

A.  The  practice  of  decorating  the  graves  of  all  of 
our  departed  loved  ones,  whether  soldiers  or  cit- 
izens, is  becoming  quite  universal. 

V.     How  We  Should  Prepare  for  and  Observe  the  Day. 

A.  By  keeping  our  cemetery  lots  always  clean  and 
growing  grass,  shrubs  and  flowers  therein. 

B.  By  providing  a  modest  supply  of  additional 
flowers,  if  needed,  to  decorate  the  graves  of  all 
of  our  loved  ones. 

C.  By  avoiding  extravagance  in  this  respect  so  as 
not  to  embarrass  our  less  fortunate  neighbors 
who  are  financially  unable  to  indulge  in  like  ex- 
travagance. 

D.  A  prayerful  and  sober  but  not  mournful 
demeanor  should  be  observed. 

E.  Boisterous  games,  sports  and  conduct  are  not 
appropriate. 

F.  The  day  is  not  set  apart  for  unrestrained  mirth 
and  pleasures,  but  for  thoughtful  remembrance 
of  our  nation's  honored  dead,  the  defenders  of 
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our  country,  our  departed  loved  ones  and 
friends,  and  the  recalling  of  their  valiant  lives 
and  worthy  examples,  that  we  may  profit  by 
such  reflections. 

Suggestive  Truth:  The  proper  observance  of  this 
day  should  impress  us  with  the  importance  of  ever  being 
ready  to  lay  down  our  lives  or  make  other  sacrifices  for 
our  country  or  our  friends. 

Notes — Part  One. 

Note  1.  Briefly  summarized,  these  are  the  conditions  that 
prevailed  over  man  under  the  Fall:  He  was  mortal  ,and  must 
therefore  suffer  death;  he  was  subject  to  temptation  and  sin; 
he  was  banished  from  the  presence  of  God;  he  was  capable  of 
perpetuating  a  race  of  mortal  children;  he  was  subject  to  tem- 
poral, as  well  as  spiritual,  law;  he  had,  by  experience,  a  knowl- 
edge of  good  and  evil,  with  perfect  freedom  in  choosing  between 
them;  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  earning  his  bread  and  liv- 
ing his  life,  in  toil,  sickness,  and  pain;  he  was  unable  by  his 
own  works  and  without  divine  assistance,  to  redeem  himself  and 
regain  the  presence  of  the  Father. — Y.  M.  M.  I.  A.  Manual. 
1901-2,  p.  44-45. 

Note  2.  There  is  but  one  true  Gospel,  and  the  principles 
and  ordinances  of  salvation  are  the  same  in  all  ages.  By  some 
it  has  been  thought  that  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  were 
not  taught  before  the  time  of  Christ,  but  the  Pearl  of  Great 
Price  records  in  some  detail  the  truths  revealed  to  Adam,  and 
it  is  interesting  to  trace  their  resemblance  to  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  the  Gospel  as  revealed  to  Joseph  Smith.  The  sub- 
divisions of  this  topic  are  intended  to  make  clear  this  similar- 
ity to  the  student. 

Note  3.  In  Lesson  Eleven  it  was  stated  that  the  great  council 
in  heaven  chose  a  Redeemer  for  this  world,  and  adopted  a  plan 
of  salvation.  Being  placed  on  this  earth,  Adam  and  Eve  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  this  plan,  and  had  to  be  taught  it  by  revelation.  God 
spoke  to  them,  and  gave  commandments,  which  they  obediently 
observed,  without  knowing  why  they  did  so.  But  when  an 
angel  of  God  came  to  them  and  explained  the  meaning  of  the 
sacrifices  they  were  offering,  they  rejoiced  and  thanked  and 
praised  God  for  the  hope  of  salvation  through  the  atonement 
of  the  Only  Begotten.  Thus,  in  the  very  beginning,  man  was 
made  acquainted  with  the  purposes  of  God  with  respect  to  the 
redemption  of  the  human  family,  and  the  way  was  marked  out 
for  him  to  attain  salvation,  through  obedience  to  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  the  Gospel. 
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Note  4.  The  command  of  God  to  Adam  and  Eve  to  "Be 
fruitful,  and  multiply,  and  replenish  the  earth,  and  subdue  it," 
was  a  most  important  one,  in  that  it  provided  for  the  coming 
to  earth  of  the  spirits  that  we  have  seen  were  waiting  in  heaven 
for  the  opportunity.  Obedience  to  the  command  gave  these 
spirits  a  chance  to  obtain  bodies.  Only  three  children  of  Adajn 
and  Eve,  Cain,  Abel  and  Seth,  are  mentioned  by  name  in  Holy 
Writ,  but. they  were  blessed  with  a  number  of  sons  and  daugh- 
ters older  than  Cain  (See  Moses  5:  2,  3)  and  others  younger 
than  Seth  (see  Moses  6:  10;  Gen.  5:  4.)  That  only  three  of  their 
children  are  named  is  due  to  the  brevity  of  the  narrative  and  to 
the  fact  that  these  three  names  are  necessary  to  the  history — 
Cain  because  he  was  the  first  murderer,  Abel  because  he  was 
the  first  martyr,  and  Seth  because  he  took  the  place  of  his 
faithful  brother  Abel,  and  held  the  Priesthood,  conferred  upon 
him  by  his  father  Adam.  While  nothing  is  known  of  the  num- 
ber of  children  born  to  Adam  and  Eve,  it  is  certain  that  they 
had  a  large  family    of  sons  and  daughters. 


LESSON  FIFTEEN. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT :     Cain's  Disobedience. 

References:    Genesis  4;  Pearl  of  Great  Price,  Moses, 
chap.  5. 
T.     Cain  and  Abel.     (Note  1.) 

A.  Their  dispositions.     (Note  2.) 

B.  Their  occupations.     (Gen.  4:  2.) 
II.     The  Law  of  .sacrifice.     (Note  3.) 

A.  Cain  rebels. 

B.  Abel's  obedience. 

C.  Abel's  sacrifice  accepted  ;  Cain's  rejected. 

D.  The  Lord  rebnkes  Cain.     (Moses  5:  22-25.) 
III.     Cain's  Covenant  with  Satan. 

A.  Cain  rejects  good  advice.     (Note  4.) 

B.  Satan's  appeal  to  selfishness.     (Note  5  ) 
[•V.     The  Death  of  Abel. 

A.     A  crime  prompted  by  anger,  jealousy,  resent- 
ment and  selfishness.     (Note  6.) 
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B.  Cain  the  aggressor.     (Note  7.) 

C.  He  glories  in  liis  wickedness.     (Moses  5:  33.) 
V.     Retribution.     (See  Gen.  4:  9-16;  Moses  5 :  34-41. > 

A.  "Where  is  thy  brother  Abel?" 

B.  The  curse  of  God — mark  set  upon  Cain. 

C.  Cain's  selfish  terror.     (Note  8.) 

Suggestive  Truths:  (1)  The  offering  of  the  sincere 
and  obedient  heart  is  acceptable  to  the  Lord.  (2)  Selfish- 
ness begets  evil  deeds. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:     Employment  During  Vacation. 

I.     Length  of  Vacation. 

A.     Necessity  of  starting  at  the  beginning  of  school 
and  continuing  to  the  end. 

1.  Less  chance  of  discouragement  on  the  part 
of  the  pupil. 

2.  The   prescribed   course   is   completed    in    a 

shorter  time. 

3.  Plan  the  summer's  work  with  the  date  of 
the  beginning  of  school  in  mind. 

4.  Where  parents  are  compelled  to  have  chil- 

dren help,  much  is  gained  by  letting  stu- 
dents register  at  the  beginning.  They  can 
secure  the  texts  and  assignments,  and  be  in 
close  touch  with  the  work  in  hand  when 
they  enter  permanently. 
TT.     Necessity  of  Children's  Being  Profitably  Employed. 

A.  It  trains  them  to  be  useful  men  and  women  in- 
stead of  loafers  and  gossipers. 

B.  "The  idle  mind  is  the  devil's  workshop.'' 

C.  We   might   add.   The   unemployed   hand   is   its 
most  ready  tool. 

III.     The  Evils  of  Over-exertion. 

A.  Mental. 

B.  Physical. 

Suggestive  Truth:     The  child's  school  vacation  time 
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should  be  so  employed  that  he  and  his  school  shall  get  the 
greatest  profit  from  it. 


Note  1.  While  the  Bible  says  but  little  of  the  events  to 
be  treated  in  this  lesson,  enough  is  given  in  the  fourth  chapter 
of  Genesis  to  corroborate  the  more  complete  account  in  the 
Pearl  of  Great  Price.  In  this  matter,  as  in  all  other  points, 
modern  revelation  amplifies  and  makes  plainer  the  truths  of  the 
Bible.  The  student  should  become  familiar  with  the  Pearl  of 
Great  Price,  and  in  all  cases  compare  the  references  given 
with  those  of  the  Bible. 

Note  2.  There  was  a  marked  difference  in  disposition  in 
these  two  sons  of  Adam  and  Eve,  but  not  more  pronounced 
than  is  found  in  families  in  our  day.  Cain  seems  to  have 
followed  the  lead  of  his  older  brothers  and  sisters,  all  of  whom 
rejected  the  truth  and  spurned  the  advice  of  their  parents.  He 
"loved  Satan  more  than  God."  Abel  was  of  an  obedient  dis- 
position. He  accepted  the  teachings  of  his  parents,  believed 
in  God  and  kept  His  commandments.  When  the  Gospel  was 
taught  to  him,  he  believed  and  obeyed  it.  Cain,  on  the  contrary, 
made  a  covenant  with  Satan,  binding  himself  to  do  evil. 

Note  3.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  Moses  5:  4,  that 
God  commanded  Adam  and  Eve  to  "offer  the  firstlings  of  their 
flocks  for  an  offering  unto  the  Lord."  It  was  explained  to 
Adam  by  an  angel  of  God  that  this  sacrifice  was  "a  similitude 
of  the  sacrifice  of  the  Only  Begotten  of  the  Father" — the  first- 
ling of  the  flock  was  to  be  slain  by  the  shedding  of  blood,  as 
Christ  was  to  be  slain  as  a  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of  the  world. 
Adam  was  obedient  to  the  commandment  and  taught  his  sons 
and  daughters  who  were  older  than  Cain  to  observe  this  law,  but 
they  rejected  the  teachings  of  their  parents.  Cain,  also,  refused 
to  hearken,  and  said,  "Who  is  God,  that  I  should  know  him?" 

This  unfaithfulness  gave  Satan  the  chance  he  sought. 
Observing  that  Cain  was  by  nature  disobedient,  he  thought  to 
fasten  the  chains  of  sin  upon  Cain  by  having  him  offer  an  im- 
proper sacrifice.  Acting  under  Satan's  advice,  "Cain  brought  of 
the  fruit  of  the  ground  an  offering  unto  the  Lord."  In  this 
offering  there  was  no  shedding  of  blood,  and  hence  no  similitude 
of  the  sacrifice  of  the  Only  Begotten.  This  was  not  obedience 
on  the  part  of  Cain,  but  hypocritical  disobedience — an  act 
prompted  by  a  spirit  of  rebellion  against  God. 

Abel,  under  the  teachings  of  his  father,  "brought  of  the 
firstlings  of  his  flock  and  of  the  fat  thereof,"  and  sacrificed  them 
before  the  Lord.  This  was  obedience  in  form  and  in  the  spirit 
prompting  the  act.  Quite  naturally,  the  Lord  accepted  Abel's 
offering  and  rejected  Cain's.  This  angered  Cain,  and  pleased 
Satan,  who  had   doubtless   foreseen   the  outcome   when   he   laid 
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the    scheme.        Cain's    disobedience,    rebellion     and    anger     laid 
him  open  to  the  further  designs   of  the  tempter. 

Note  4.  J n  the  light  of  what  followed,  it  is  most  pathetic 
to  read  (Moses  5:26)  of  the  effort  made  by  Abel  to  win  back 
his  brother  Cain  to  the  Lord.  Smarting  under  the  divine  re- 
buke administered  because  he  had  made  a  sacreligious  offering. 
Cain  refused  to  listen  any  more  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  and 
likewise  was  deaf  to  Abel's  entreaties.  The  record  of  what 
transpired  is  brief,  but  it  is  probable  that  Abel,  in  the  spirit 
of  brotherly  love  and  devotion,  did  all  he  could  to  bring  Cain 
into  a  condition  of  repentance,  au  effort  that  seems  only  to 
have  increased  the  anper  and  hatred  in  a  heart  where  evil 
reigned.  Unholy  resentment  may  have  had  something  to  do 
with  the  crime  that  soon  followed. 

Note  5.  Abel  was  a  keeper  of  sheep;  Cain  tilled  the  soil. 
The  flocks  of  his  brother  tempted  Cain,  and  Satan  revealed  un- 
to him  the  secret  of  death.  With  this  knowledge  in  his  pos- 
session, Cain  gloried  in  the  fact  that  he  could  murder  and  get 
rich.  He  covenanted  with  Satan,  and  Satan  with  him.  and  to- 
gether they  planned  Abel's  death. 

Note  6.  From  what  has  been  said,  the  student  will  have 
discerned  the  motives  that  prompted  Cain  in  taking  the  life  of 
his  brother.  Anger  because  of  the  Lord's  rebuke;  jealousy 
because  Abel's  offering  had  been  accepted;  resentment  be- 
cause Abel  had  sought  to  win  him  back  to  righteousness,  and 
selfish  desire  to  possess  his  brother's  property,  combined  to 
make  him  vulnerable  to  the  enticements  of  Satan. 

Note  7.  "Cain  went  into  the  field."  He  sought  his  brother 
for  the  purpose  of  killing  him.  It  would  perhaps  not  be  right 
to  say  the  brothers  quarreled.  Any  disagreement  that  occurred 
was  doubtless  such  as  will  always  exist  when  right  opposes 
wrong.  Abel  was  innocent,  and  fell  a  martyr  to  his  brother's 
wickedness. 

Note  8.  There  is  no  evidence  of  repentance  on  the  part 
of  Cain  for  the  sin  he  had  committed.  He  was  selfish  to  the  last ; 
fearful  of  his  own  safety;  afraid  of  the  very  fate  he  had  inflicted 
upon  his  innocent  brother;  cowardly  and  terror-stricken,  he 
crouched  before  the  Lord  in  miser}-  and  pleaded  that  his  pun- 
ishment was  greater  than  he  could  bear.  Such  is  the  inevitable 
condition   of  the  wicked. 
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LESSON  SIXTEEN. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT :    The  Patriarchs :  Enoch. 

References:  Genesis  5;  Moses  6,  7;  Hebrews  11:  5; 
jude  14,  15;  Doc.  &  Cov.  107:  40-53. 
I.     From  Adam  to  Enoch.     (Note  1.) 
II.     The  Ministry  of  Enoch. 

A.  His  early  training.     (Moses  6 :  20,  40,  41.) 

B.  Ordained  by  Adam.    (Doc.  &  Cov.  107 :  48.) 

C.  Called  by  direct  revelation.     (Moses  6:  25,  26.) 

D.  His  humility.     (Moses  6:  30.) 

E.  God  blesses  him  abundantly  as  a  preacher  of 
righteousness.       (Note  2.) 

F.  His  great  faith  and  power.     (Moses  6:  38,  46: 
7:  13.) 

III.     Enoch  and  His  People. 

A.  Ordinances  of  the  Gospel  taught  and  practiced. 
(Moses  7:  10,  11.) 

B.  "Zion."     (Note  3.) 

C.  The  Order  of  Enoch.     (Note  4.) 

D.  People  and  city  translated.     (Note  5.) 

Suggestive    Truth :      Right     living     will     bring     us 
near  to  God. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT :    Necessity  of  Attending  Meetings. 

I.     Commanded  of  the  Lord  to  Meet  Together  Often. 
II.     How  One  May  Enjoy  the  Attending  of  Meetings. 

A.  By  regular  and  punctual  attendance. 

B.  By  responding  to  the  environment  of  the  meet- 
ing. 

1.  Respond  to  the  amen  in  the  prayer. 

2.  Join  in  the  singing. 

3.  If  there  be  marching,  keep  in  step. 
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4.  Be  active  in  class  work. 

5.  Follow  the  theme  of  the  speaker. 
C.     By  attending  with  a  purpose  in  view. 

1.  To  benefit  self. 

2.  To  benefit  others. 

III.     The  Habit  of  Making  Excuses  for  Irregularities. 

A.  If  one  needs  an  excuse  for  staying  away  from 
a  meeting,  the  devil  will  provide  it. 

B.  Planning  ahead. 

1.  If  a  person  is  determined,  it  is  astonishing 
how  easily  work  can  be  arranged  so  as  not 
to  interfere  with  meetings. 

2.  Some  who  plan  ahead  see  to  it  that  some 
important  work  comes  at  the  meeting  time 
so  that  they  may  be  able  to  offer  a  good 
excuse  for  absence. 

(Note :  After  all,  it  depends  almost  entirely  upon 
how  anxious  one  really  is  to  fill  his  appoint- 
ments. Remember  that  on  every  Monday  night 
you  have  an  appointment  and  you  are  not  at  lib- 
erty to  make  any  conflicting  appointment.  Just 
at  this  time  of  the  year  the  work  is  very  heavy 
especially  in  the  farming  districts.  It  will  take 
a  determined  effort  on  the  part  of  the  ward 
Teachers  to  keep  up  the  per  cent  of  attendance 
of  the  Monday  niglit  meetings.  How  can  we 
best  meet  this  problem?) 

Suggestive  Truth:  It  takes  organized  effort  to  per- 
form the  mission  that  it  is  the  duty  of  our  Church  to  per- 
form. Co-operation  is  the  life-blood  of  organization,  and 
meetings  are  essential  to  co-operation. 

Note  1.  Adam  was  130  years  old  when  Seth  was  born.  Seth 
took  the  place  of  the  martyred  Abel.  He  was  a  righteous  man 
and  served  God.  Upon  him,  by  command  of  God,  Adam  confer- 
red the  Priesthood,  and  through  the  lineage  of  Seth  it  was 
handed  down  in  unbroken  line  of  authority  to  Enoch.  Of  the 
sons  of  Adam  older  than  Cain  and  younger  than  Seth  none 
are  mentioned  by  name  in  Scripture.  Seth  and  his  descendants, 
Enos,    Cainan,    Mahalaleel,    Jared,    and    Enoch,    came    into    promi- 
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uence  in  history  by  reason  of  having  been  chosen  by  the  Lord  to 
bear  the  Holy  Priesthood.  These  all  were  righteous  men  and 
Father  Adam  lived  to  ordain  them  all  and  bless  them.  (Doc.  & 
Cov.  107:40-53)  It  need  not  be  supposed  that  all  the  other  in- 
habitants of  the  earth  during  those  early  ages  were  wicked. 
There  were  doubtless  then,  as  now,  many  who  loved  God  and 
kept  His  commandments.  The  Gospel  was  taught  and  its  or- 
dinances obeyed.  But  the  evil  one  had  a  following,  also.  In 
Genesis  6  1-2,  the  two  classes  are  mentioned.  The  sons  of  God 
there  spoken  of  were  those  who  had  entered  into  covenant  with 
God  through  baptism,  members  of  His  Church,  as  will  be  seen 
by  reading  Moses  6:  63-67  and  7:  1.  These  intermarried  with 
"the  daughters  of  men,"  or  those  outside  of  the  Gospel  covenant, 
and  by  doing  so  were  themselves  led  away  into  wickedness,  in- 
curring divine  displeasure. 

Note  2.  The  marvelous  discourses  and  visions  of  Enoch, 
recorded  in  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price,  chapters  6  and  7,  should 
be  carefully  read  and  thoughtfully  studied.  The  breadth  of 
understanding  of  the  plan  of  salvation  shown  therein  will  con- 
vince the  student  that  the  Gospel  is  not  new,  but  that  it  blessed 
the  people  of  God  anciently,  as  it  does  today. 

Note  3.  "Zion"  means  "the  pure  in  heart."  (Doc.  &  Cov.  97: 
21.)  In  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price,  the  word  was  applied  to  the 
people  whom  Enoch  converted  by  his  preaching.  It  was  also 
the  name  of  the  city  established  and  inhabited  by  them — "the 
city  of  holiness,  even  Zion."    ■ 

Note  4.  Enoch  instituted  an  order  of  things  among  his 
people,  in  their  business  and  financial  relations,  which  so  rev- 
olutionized their  temporalities  that  they  had  no  poor  among 
them,  and  all  rejoiced  together  in  equal  hope  of  the  life  and 
exaltation  offered  to  them  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Only  Begotten  of  the  Father. — Compendium,  pp  266-4. 

This  order  was  known  to  the  early  Christians  (see  Acts  4:  31, 
32,  35).  It. was  practiced  by  the  Nephites.  (See  4  Nephi  1 :  2,  3, 
16.)  It  is  the  hope  and  faith  of  the  Latter-day  Saints  that  the 
order  will  be  revealed  fully  and  practiced  among  us,  for  it  has 
been  made  known  that  this  is  an  everlasting  order  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Church  and  for  the  salvation  of  men  till  Christ 
comes.  (Doc.  &  Cov.,  104.  1.)  It  is  referred  to  variously  as  the 
Order  of  Enoch,  the  United  Order,  the  Law  of  Consecration, 
etc. 

Note  5.  The  word  translated,  as  used  in  this  connection, 
means  taken  into  heaven.  The  commonly  accepted  belief  is  that 
Enoch  and  his  people,  together  with  the  city  they  had  built, 
were  taken  away  from  this  earth,  because  they  had  become  too 
righteous  to  longer  remain  here.  Translation  is  different  from 
death  in  that  the  latter  is  a  separation  of  body  and  spirit  while  the 
former  is  not. 
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LESSON  SEVENTEEN. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:     The  Flood. 

References:     Genesis  6,  7  and  8;  Moses  8. 
I.     Noah. 

A.  His  relationship  to  Enoch.     (Note  1.) 

B.  "A  preacher  of  righteousness."     (II  Peter  2:5: 
Moses  8:  17-30.) 

C.  Rejected  by  the  people.     (Moses  8:  20-26.) 
II.     The  Deluge.     (Note  2.) 

A.  Its  necessity.     (Note  3.) 

B.  The  previous  warning.     (Note  4.) 

C.  The  ark. 

1.  Its  form  and  size.     (Gen.  6:  14-16.) 

2.  Men  and  animals  taken  aboard.     (Gen.  6: 

17-23;  7:  1-16.) 

D.  The  duration  and  extent  of  the  flood.      (Gen. 
7:  17-24.) 

E.  Its  effect.     (Gen.  7:  21-23.) 
III.     Landing  of  the  Ark. 

A.  Place.     (Gen.  8:  4,  and  Note  5.) 

B.  The  Disembarking.     (Gen.  1 :  22.) 

Suggestive  Truth :  The  abundant  love  and  mercy  of 
God  is  shown  in  His  patience  and  long-suffering  toward 
His  children. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:     Sabbath  Keeping. 

1.     Origin  of  the  Sabbath.     (Gen.  2:  2.  3;  Ex.  20:  8-11. 
IT.     Most  Common  Violations. 
A.     Idleness. 

1.  Loafing. 

2.  Lounging. 
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B.  Riding. 

C.  Feasting. 

I).  Attending  resorts. 

E.  Hunting  and  fishing. 

F.  Baseball. 

G.  Working. 

III.  Best  Manner  of  Keeping  the  Sabbath. 

A.  Being  clean. 

1.  Body. 

2.  Clothing. 

B.  Engaging  in  the  Lord's  work.      (Luke   13:    15, 
16;  6:  5-10.) 

IV.  Sabbath  and  the  Home. 
A.     Meals. 

P..     Music. 

1.  Appropriate  music  is  a  strong  factor  in  pro- 

ducing proper  spirit. 

2.  "Ragtime,"  etc.,  has  the  opposite  effect. 

C.  Conversation. 

1.  Topics. 

2.  Manner. 

D.  Reading. 

Suggestive  Truth:  Spiritual  as  well  as  physical  de- 
velopment is  gained  through  proper  observance  of  the 
Sabbath. 

Note  1.  Noah  was  a  son  of  Lamech,  who  was  a  son  of 
Methusaleh,  who  was  a  son  of  Enoch,  who  with  his  city  was 
translated.  Noah  was,  therefore,  the  tenth  patriarch  from  Adam. 

In  the  mind  of  the  thoughtful  student,  there  will  doubtless 
arise  the  question  as  to  why  Methusaleh  was  not  translated 
with  his  father  Enoch,  and  his  people,  inasmuch  as  he  was  a 
righteous  man,  and  would  be  worthy  of  being  taken  unto  the 
Lord.  The  explanation  is  given  in  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price. 
(See  Moses  8:7.) 

Note  2.  Noah  was  600  years  old  when  the  flood  came, 
hence  we  deduce  the  fact  that  it  was  in  the  1656th  year  of  the 
world's  history  when  the  deluge  destroyed  the  wicked  and 
cleansed  the  earth. 

Note  3.  The  wickedness  of  man  had  become  great,  and 
nearly  all  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  were  following  after 
the    evil    imaginations    of   their   hearts    continually.      So    serious 
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was  the  condition  that  God  determined  to  destroy  all  those 
who  would  not  repent.     Read  Genesis  6:  1-13. 

Note  4.  True  to  His  merciful  plan  for  man's  salvation, 
the  Father  did  not  send  destruction  upon  the  wicked  without 
ample  warning,  and  time  to  turn  from  evil  ways  unto  righteous- 
ness.  When  *Voah  was  called  to  the  ministry,  God  expressed 
Mis  displeasure  with  the  people  of  the  earth  and  declared,  "My 
spirit  shall  not  always  strive  with  man,  for  that  he  also  is 
flesh;  yet  his  days  shall  be  an  hundred  and  twenty  years."  It  is 
certain,  therefore,  that  Noah  devoted  much  time  and  labor  to 
the  almost  fruitless  task  of  preaching  the  Gospel  unto  the  peo- 
ple, calling  upon  them  to  repent  and  be  baptized  and  receive 
the  Holy  Ghost,  or  the  floods  would  come  upon  them.  Their 
persistent  rejection  of  the  truth  marks  the  people  as  corrupt. 
Their  refusal  to  hearken  justified,  if  it  did  not  invite,  the  fate 
that  overtook  them. 

Note  5.  Mount  Ararat  is  located  between  the  Caspian  Sea 
and  the  Black  Sea.  It  is  the  highest  mountain  in  that  vicinity. 
The  student  should  refer  to  some  good  map  and  locate  this 
mountain. 


LESSON  EIGHTEEN. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:     Re-peopling  of  the  Earth. 

References:    Genesis  9,  10,  11. 
I.     Man's  New  Abode    on    the    Eastern    Hemisphere. 
(Note  1.) 
II.     Noah  Remembers  the  Lord  and  is  Rewarded. 

A.  His  offerings.     (Gen.  8:  20-22.) 

B.  God  blesses  Noah  and  his  sons.     (Gen.  9:  1.) 

C.  First  commandment  repeated.     (Note  2.) 

D.  The  Lord's  covenant.     (Gen.  9:  8-17.) 

III.     The  Land  of  Shinar. 

A.  One  language.     (Gen.  11:  1.) 

B.  The  plan  to  build  a  city  and  a  citadel.    (Note  3.) 

C.  The  confusion  of  tongues. 

1.  Purpose.     (Note  4.) 

2.  Effect.     (Note  5.) 

Suggestive  Truth:     God's  purposes  cannot  be  frus- 
trated by  man. 
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Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:    Fourth  of  July. 

I.     Why  We  Celebrate  the  Day. 

A.  Because  it  is  the  anniversary  of  the  signing  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  of  the  Ameri- 
can colonies  (1776). 

1.  What  grievances  led  up  to  the  issuance  of 

the  Declaration? 

2.  Were  the  colonies  justified  in  severing  their 

relations  with  Great  Britain? 

3.  Were  the  colonies  as  able  to  carry  on  the 
war  as  was  Great  Britain? 

4.  What  would  have  been   our  political   and 

commercial  condition  today  if  the  colonies 
had  lost  in  that  conflict? 

5.  Would  the  great  American  desert  be  inhab- 

ited today  if  the  colonies  had  been  unsuc- 
cessful ? 

6.  Was  it  not  one  of  God's  purposes  prepara- 

tory to  again  establishing  His  Church  upon 
the  earth  ? 

B.  To  perpetuate  in  ourselves  and  our  children  the 
feelings  of  devotion  and  loyalty  to  our  country 
that  prompted  the  patriots  to  declare  for  liberty 
or  for  death. 

IT.     How  the  Day  Should  Be  Celebrated. 

A.     By  rejoicing  on  the  part  of  the  entire  people. 

1.  In   holding  public  meetings    wherein     the 

Declaration  of  Independence  and  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  are  read  and 
expounded  and  patriotic  addresses  deliv- 
ered. 

2.  Concise  and  forceful  addresses  should  be  de- 

livered, carefully  explaining  the  causes 
which  impelled  our  forefathers  to  throw  off 
the  British  yoke,  and  care  should  be  taken 
to  see  that  the  talks  are  adapted  to  the  un- 
derstanding of  the  young  people. 
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3.     With  such  games,  sports,  fireworks,  etc.,  as 
will    tend    to   make    both    old    and   young 
look  forward  to  the  day  in  pleasant  antici- 
pation. 
(To  the  Instructor:    The  promiscuous  use  of  danger- 
ous fireworks  is  rapidly  becoming  a  great  nuisance  in  near- 
ly every  community.     While  well  conducted  fireworks  at 
night  are  demonstrations  to  be  encouraged,  yet  the  hand- 
ling of   dangerous   explosives    in    a   hap-hazard    manner 
should  be  done  away  with  ;  and  our  ward  Teachers  can 
do  much  to  discourage  this  dangerous,  and  too  frequent- 
ly fatal,  custom.) 

Suggestive  Truth :  We  should  so  celebrate  this  event 
as  to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  patriotism  and  love  of  country 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

Note  1.  It  is  the  belief  of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  based  on 
modern  revelation,  that  Adam  and  his  posterity  down  to  the 
time  of  the  flood  dwelt  on  the  western  hemisphere,  and  that  it 
was  here  the  ark  was  built.  When  the  flood  came  and  destroyed 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  except  those  for  whom  the 
ark  was  built,  that  vessel  was  carried  over  the  waves  to  the 
eastern  hemisphere,  and  there  settled  on  the  mountains  in  Ar- 
menia, from  which  point  the  re-peopling  of  the  earth  began. 
Thus  was  civilization  transferred  to  a  new  land,  and  this  for 
a  wise  purpose,  known  only  to  the  Lord. 

Dr.  William  Smith  says:  "In  the  outline  of  the  population 
(if  the  world  given  in  Genesis  10,  two  facts  are  prominent:  that 
the  highlands  of  Armenia,  where  Noah  came  forth  out  of  the 
ark,  form  the  primitive  seat  of  mankind,  and  that  the  nations 
were  divided  into  three  races,  the  offspring  of  the  three  sons  of 
Noah.  The  dispersion  of  these  nations  from  this  region  to 
their  subsequent  abodes  only  began  a  considerable  time  after 
the  deluge.  It  was  in  the  days  of  Peleg,  the  fifth  from  Noah, 
that  the  earth  was  divided." — Smaller  Scripture  History,  pp. 
29,  30. 

Note  2.  "Multiply  and  replenish  the  earth"  was  the  command 
given  to  Adam  and  Eve.  Now.  again,  the  Lord  gave  the  same 
command.  The  Creator  desired  that  not  one  district  only,  but 
the  whole  habitable  earth,  should  be  peopled.  Upon  Noah  and 
his  sons  and  their  posterity,  the  responsibility  rested  to  accom- 
plish this,  and  hence  the  admonition  to  be  fruitful  and  multiply. 

Note  3.  The  search  for  better  soil  and  climate  than  the 
high  altitudes  of  Ararat  and  the  surrounding  plateaus  afforded, 
led  the  great  body  of  Noah's  offspring,  under  pressure  of  nec- 
essity, to   migrate   to  the   fertile  plains   of  Shinar,   between   the 
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Tigris  and  Euphrates  rivers.  They  seem  to  have  traveled  to- 
gether, and  arriving  in  what  was  undoubtedly  a  rich  agricul- 
tural and  grazing  country,  they  thought  to  establish  there  an 
empire  that  should  be  universal.  "Come,"  said  they,  "let  us  build 
us  a  city  and  ,a  tower  whose  top  may  reach  unto  heaven; 
and  let  us  make  us  a  name,  lest  we  be  scattered  abroad  upon 
the  face  of  the  whole  earth."  Observe  in  this  that  what  they 
planned  was  exactly  contrary  to  what  the  Lord  desired.  He 
wanted  them  to  scatter;  they  thought  by  uniting  in  one  gigantic 
undertaking  to  keep  the  people  together. 

Note  4.  The  Lord  adopted  the  expedient  of  confusing  the 
language  of  the  people  as  the  most  effective  way  of  scattering 
them.  This  was  its  purpose,  and  subsequent  history  proves 
that  it  accomplished  what  was  designed. 

Note  5.  By  consulting  any  good  map  of  Bible  lands,  the 
student  will  see  that  the  dispersion  from  Babel  was  widespread. 
While  no  lines  can  be  drawn  to  mark  definitely  the  lands  set- 
tled by  the  descendants  of  Noah,  it  may  be  said,  speaking  gen- 
erally, that  Shem's  posterity  settled  in  southwestern  Asia;  the 
Hamites  principally  in  Africa,  and  Japheth's  posterity  in  Europe 
and  northern  and  eastern  Asia.  Reference  to  the  Book  of 
Mormon  will  show  that  Jared  and  a  colony,  retaining  their 
original  tongue,  emigrated  from  Babel  to  America,  and  built 
up  a  marvelous  civilization  on  this  hemisphere.  So  that  the 
earth  was  replenished  with  people  as  a  result  of  the  confusion 
of  tongues. 


LESSON  NINETEEN. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:    Abraham. 

References:    Gen.  11-21  ;  Pearl  of  Great  Price.  Abra- 
ham 1  and  2. 
T.     Ancestry  of  Abraham.     (Note  1.) 
II.     His  Idolatrous  Family.     (Abraham  1  :  1-7.) 
IIT.     His  Departure  from  Chaldea.     (Gen.  11:  27-32.  and 

Note  2.) 
TV.     God's  Covenant  with  Abraham.     (Gen.  12:  1-3  and 

Note  3.) 
V.     Abraham  and  Lot. 

\.     Entry  into  Canaan.     (Gen.  12:  4-6.) 
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B.  Land  given  to  the  children  of  Abraham.     (Gen. 
12:  7.) 

C.  The  journey  into  Egypt.     (Gen.  12:  10-20.) 

D.  Return  from  Egypt.     (Gen.  13:  1-4.) 

E.  Separation   of  Abraham   and   Lot.      (Gen.    13: 
5-18.) 

VI.  Abraham  and  Melchisedek.     (Gen.   14:   17-24,  and 
Note  4.) 

VII.  Visit  of  Three  Angels. 

A.  They  eat  with  Abraham.     (Gen.  18:  1-8.) 

B.  Sarah  is  blessed.     (Gen.  18:  9-15.) 

VIII.  Birth  of  Isaac.     (Gen.  21 :  1-8.) 

Suggestive  Truths:  (1)  The  promise  of  a  Savior, 
who  should  bless  all  families  of  the  earth,  was  made  unto 
Abraham  nineteen  hundred  years  before  Messiah's  birth. 
(2)  God  provides  for  the  temporal  welfare  of  His  children 
in  the  promise  of  Canaan  as  a  home  for  the  chosen  fam- 
ily. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT :    Canyon  Trips. 

I.     Value. 

A.     Promote    health. 

1.  Effects  of  fresh  air. 

2.  Tendency  to  throw  off  care  and  worry. 

3.  Source  of  keen  pleasure. 

4.  Tendency    to    make    one    feel    that    life    is 
worth  living. 

II.     Membership  of  a  Canyon  Party. 

A.  Great  necessity  of  its  being  select. 

B.  A  party  of  young  people  of  both  sexes  should 
always  include  a  chaperone. 

III.     Responsibilities  Not  to  Be  Thrown  Off. 

A.  As  to  the  "Word  of  Wisdom." 

B.  Evening  and  morning  prayer. 

C.  Blessing  on  the  food. 

D.  Showing  proper  respect  to  one  another. 
(Note:     Some  young  people  will  take  liberties  at 

these  times  that  thev  would  not  dare  take  at 
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home.  However,  these  liberties  once  taken  are 
continued  after  returning  home  and  frequently 
with  very  serious  consequences.  What  stand 
should  the  chaperone  take  with  reference  to 
proper  conduct  along  these  lines?) 

Suggestive  Truth:  While  well  conducted  canyon 
trips  are  beneficial  from  almost  every  standpoint,  yet  the 
tendency  to  throw  off  responsibility  may  make  the  poorly 
conducted  party  a  source  of  great  evil. 

Note  1.  It  will  be  seen  by  reading  Genesis  11 :  10-26,  that 
Abraham  was  the  ninth  from  Shem,  the  son  of  Noah.  He  was 
of  the  branch  of  Noah's  family  with  whom  was  the  right  of 
the  Priesthood. 

Note  2.  Abraham's  forefathers  had  not  journeyed  far  in 
the  300  years  that  had  elapsed  after  the  confusion  of  tongues. 
They  had  followed  down  the  fertile  valley  of  the  Euphrates  about 
150  miles  from  Babel,  and  were  still  in  the  Chaldean  province 
when  Abraham  was  called  to  depart  into  another  country. 

Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  Abraham's  home,  was  situated  on  the 
river  Euphrates,  some  600  miles  east  of  Jerusalem,  across  the 
Arabian  dsert.  To  reach  the  land  of  Canaan  from  there,  a 
circuitous  route  was  taken  to  the  northward,  to  avoid  crossing 
the  desert,  and  hence  we  find  the  company  next  at  Haran,  on 
the  north  boundary  of  Canaan. 

Note  3.  The  words  of  the  Lord  to  Abraham  in  Genesis 
12 :  1-3,  are  usually  referred  to  as  the  "call  of  Abraham."  The 
words,  "in  thee  shall  all  families  of  the  earth  be  blessed,"  point 
to  the  coming  of  the  Savior  through  the  lineage  of  Abraham — 
the  first  mention  of  the  chosen  lineage  that  is  found  in  the 
Bible. 

Note  4.  Melchisedek,  who  is  here  said  to  have  received 
tithes  from  Abraham,  was  the  great  High  Priest  after  whom 
the  Higher  Priesthood  has  been  called.  (See  Doc.  &  Cov. 
107:1-4.)  Very  little  is  known  of  Melchisedek,  but  he  was  high- 
er in  authority  than  Abraham  as  appears  from  Hebrews  7.  He 
doubtless  stood  at  the  head  of  the  Gospel  dispensation  in  his 
day. 
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LESSON  TWENTY. 

Part  One. 

SUBJECT:    Isaac. 

References  :    Genesis  21,  22,  24. 
I.     A  Child  of  Promise.     (Note  1.) 
II.     Ishmael.     (Note  2.) 
HI.     Isaac  as  an  Offering.     (Gen.  22:  1-19  and  Note  3.) 

A.  Test  of  Abraham's  faith. 

B.  Its  purpose. 

C.  The  result  of  obedience.     (Note  the  blessings  in 
Gen.  22:  15-18.) 

IV.     Isaac  and  Rebekah.     (Note  4.) 

A.  Their  relationship.     (Gen.  24:  15.) 

B.  Marriage  customs.     (Gen.  24.) 

C.  Rebekah  becomes  Isaac's  wife.     (Gen.  24.) 
V.     Jacob  and  Esau. 

A.  Esau  sells  his  birthright.     (Gen.  25 :  29-34.) 

B.  Isaac  blesses  his  children,  Jacob  receiving  the 
greater  blessing.     (Gen.  27.) 

C.  Esau's  angry  threat.     (Gen.  27:41.) 

D.  Rebekah's  solicitude  for  Tacob's  safety.     (Gen. 
27 :  42-46.) 

Suggestive  Truth:     Sacrifice  brings  forth  the  bless- 
ings of  heaven. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:    Twenty-fourth  of  July. 

T.     Why  YYe  Should  Celebrate  the  Day. 

A.     Because  it  is  the  anniversary  of  the  entrance 
into  the  Salt  Lake  Valley  of  President  Brigham 
Young  and  his  band  of  Pioneers  (1847). 
1.     YYhat   were   the   causes  that  led   President 
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Young  and   the   Saints   to  (.'migrate   to  the 
Rocky   Mountains? 

2.  Was  the  removal  of  the  Saints  to  the  moun- 
tains determined  upon  before  or  after  the 
death  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith? 

3.  Wherein  does  the  hand  of  the  Lord  seem  to 

have  been   manifested? 

4.  Could  the  Church  and  people  have  grown  as 

rapidly  in  Ohio,  Illinois  or  Missouri  as  they 
have  grown  in  the  mountains? 

5.  Would  they  have  become  as  widely  known 

the  world  over  had  they  remained  east  of 
the  Missouri  river,  as  they  are  now  known? 

6.  Would  their  influence  have  become  as  great 

there  as  it  has  become  here? 

B.  To  perpetuate  in  the  hearts  of  the  old  and 
young  a  reverence  for  the  pioneers  wdio  suffered 
great  hardships  for  the  love  of  the  truth  and  in 
many  instances  laid  down  their  lives  to  estab- 
lish homes  for  their  children  far  away  from 
their  persecutors  and  those  wdio  were  ever 
ready  to  oppose  the  Church. 

C.  To  show  our  gratitude  to  God  for  delivering 
His  children,  our  parents,  from  the  hands  of 
their  enemies  and  bringing  them  to  a  land 
where  they  could  serve  God  and  keep  His  com- 
mandments. 

How  the  Day  Should  be  Celebrated. 

A.  By  the  holding  of  public  meetings  and  celebra- 
tions wherein  addresses  eulogistic  of  the  pio- 
neers and  commendatory  of  their  course  are  de- 
livered. 

B.  By  privately  teaching  our  associates  the  divin- 
ity of  the  cause  for  which  the  prophets  and  pio- 
neers were  persecuted,  driven  and  slain  by  their 
enemies. 

C.  With  such  amusements  and  games,  indoor  and 
out,  as  will  be  calculated  to  make  the  people 
feel  that  the  day  is  one  of  rejoicing,  held  in  re- 
membrance as  a  day  of  deliverance  from  hard- 
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ships  and  oppression,  and  as  the  beginning  of 

a  now  era  in  the  land  of  promise. 

Suggestive  Truth:  A  proper  observance  of  the  clay 
will  aid  us  in  appreciating  the  saerifiees  made  by  the  pio- 
neers, and  in  seeing  the  hand  of  the  Lord  in  directing 
them  to  these  valle;,  s. 

Note  1.  The  name,  [saac,  signifies  laughter,  and  was  given 
to  him  because  his  mother  could  laugh  with  joy  at  the  fulfillment 
of  the  promise  made  to  her  by  the  Lord,  which  promise  she 
had  first  heard  with  a  laugh  of  disbelief.  Isaac  was  known 
as   a    child    of   promise. 

Note  2.  Isaac  was  not  the  only  son  of  Abraham.  Fifteen 
years  before  he  was  born,  his  mother,  Sarah,  fearing  she  would 
never  have  a  son  of  her  own,  gave  her  bond-woman,  Hagar,  to 
Abraham  to  be  his  wife.  Unto  Hagar  and  Abraham  was  born 
a  son,  whom  the}-  named  Ishmael.  As  Isaac  grew,  Ishmael 
mocked  him,  and  Sarah  demanded  of  her  husband  that  he  send 
TIagar  and  her  son  away,  which  he  did.  This  seemingly  harsh 
treatment  was  doubtless  part  of  the  plan  of  God  to  develop 
two  mighty  nations,  apart  from  each  other,  and  both  descend- 
ants of  Abraham,  who  had  received  the  promise  of  numerous 
posterity.  Ishmael's  descendants,  the  Arabs,  became  a  great 
and  warlike  people. 

Note  3.  The  Lord  put  Abraham's  faith  to  the  test  in  a 
way  the  severity  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  conceive.  He  was 
commanded  to  take  his  son,  Isaac,  up  to  a  mountain  and  there 
sacrifice  him  on  an  altar  before  the  Lord.  How  preposterous 
must  have  seemed  the  command!  How,  if  Isaac  were  sacrificed, 
could  God's  promise  be  fulfilled?  Yet  Abraham  never  murmur- 
ed nor  hesitated,  but  started  at  once  to  carry  out  God's  com- 
mand. Such  faith  had  he  in  the  wisdom,  truth  and  love  of  the 
Father,  that  he  was  willing  to  obey  and  leave  the  result  with 
the  Lord.  All  heaven  looked  on  to  see  the  triumph  of  such 
faith  as  the  universe  had  never  seen  before.  When  Abraham 
stretched  out  his  arm,  knife  in  hand,  to  give  the  fatal  blow,  a 
voice  from  heaven  was  heard  commanding  him  not  to  strike,  as 
God  was  pleased  with  the  proof  of  his  faith.  Another  victim, 
instead,  was  indicated  to  him;  a  ram  entangled  by  the  horns  in  a 
thicket.  This  was  a  sacrifice  that  the  Lord  Himself  had  fur- 
nished in  the  place  of  Isaac.  No  wonder  that  Abraham  called  the 
place  Jehovah-jirah,  the  meaning  of  which  is  "the  Lord  will 
provide." 

Note  4.  Abraham  was  utterly  opposed  to  Isaac  marrying 
a  Canaanitish  woman,  knowing  that  the  chosen  lineage  should 
not  be  corrupted  by  intermarriage  with  the  outside  nations,  pre- 
ferring one  from  his  own  kindred.     He  therefore  sent  his  ser- 
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vant  into  his  own  land,  Mesopotamia,  unto  the  city  of  Nahor, 
and  brought  hack  Rebckah,  a  daughter  of  Bethuel,  the-  son  of 
Nahor  and  Milcah,  the  latter  a  sister  of  Abraham,  in  order  that 
Isaac's   wife   should   be   of   the   pure   lineage   of   Shem. 


LESSON  TWENTY-ONE. 

Part  One. 

SUBJECT:    Jacob  and  His  Sons. 

References  :     Genesis  27  to  37. 
I.     Isaac's  Charge  and  Blessing  upon  Jacob. 
A.     Choice  of  a  wife.     (Note  1.) 
P>.     The  blessing  of  Abraham.     (Note  2.) 
II.     Jacob  at  Bethel. 

A.  The  vision. 

B.  The  tithing  covenant.     (Note  3.) 

III.  Leah  and  Rachel. 

A.  Relationship  to  Jacob.     (Gen.  27:  43;  28:  5.) 

B.  Jacob's  long  service  and  marriage.      (Gen.  29: 
15-29.) 

C.  The  handmaids.     (Note  4.) 

IV.  Jacob's  Return  to  Canaan. 

A.     His  abundant  prosperity.     (Gen.  31  :  1-16.) 
B>.     The    departure    from    Padan-aram.      (Gen.    31: 

17-21.) 
C.     Reconciliation  with  Labari.     (Gen.  31  :  22-55.) 
1).     Name  changed.     (Gen.  35  :  9,  10.) 
E.     God  blesses  him.     (Gen.  35:  11-14.) 
A".      Jacob  s  Sons.     (Gen.  35  :  21-26.) 

A.  By  Leah. 

B.  By  Rachel. 

C.  By  Bilhah. 

D.  By  Zilpah. 

Suggestive  Truths:  (1)  The  tithing  covenant  an- 
ciently was  essentially  the  same  as  it  is  today,  and  Jacob 
after  making  the  covenant  was  prospered  abundantly. 

(2)  The  blessings  of  the  Lord  followed  Jacob's  obe- 
dience to  the  command  of  his  father  in  the  matter  of 
choosintr  a  wife. 
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Part  Two. 


SUBJECT:    Faith. 

I.     We  Should  Have  Faith  that  God  Lives  and  Has  the 
Power  to  Save  Souls. 
A.     Wc  are  His  children. 
P>.     He  sent  His  Son  to  atone  for  sin. 
C.     A  plan  of  salvation  has  been  made  whereby  we 

may  be  saved  by  obedience. 
(Note:    A  knowledge  of  these  things  is  a  gift  from 

God,  but  to  gain  it  we  must  put  forth  effort  and 

use   our    faculties,    and    all    the    means   at   our 

hand.) 
II.     We  Should  Have  Faith  that  Our  Course  in  Life  is 
Accepted  by  the  Lord. 

A.  Purity  ol  thought  and  action. 

B.  Diligence  in  service. 

C.  Ready  and  willing  to  make  any  sacrifice  that 
may  be  required  of  us. 

(Xote  :  Under  this  heading  read  very  carefully  Lec- 
ture Six  on  Faith  in  the  Doctrine  and  Coven- 
ants.) 

I  IF.     Faith  a  Principle  of  Power.     (Doc.  &  Cov.  Lee.  7: 
1-6.) 

A.  "By  reason  of  this  power  all  the  hosts  of  heaven 
perform  their  work  of  wonder,  majesty  and 
glory."     (Lecture  7:  4.) 

B.  By  reason  of  faith  we  are  able  to  enjoy  the 
gifts  of  the  Spirit. 

i  Note:  At  this  point  read  carefully  verse  20  of  the 
Seventh  Lecture,  Doc.  &  Cov.) 

Suggestive  Truth :  Faith  is  a  gift  from  God,  gained 
through  sacrifice  and  is  essential  to  salvation.  (Doc.  & 
Cov.  Lecture  on  Faith  6  and  7.) 

Note  1.  One  thing  that  must  impress  every  student  of 
P>ible  history  is  the  extreme  solicitude  of  parents  that  their 
children  should  marry  those  of  their  own  faith — their  own  line- 
age;  and   the  grief,  and    at   times    disaster,   that   followed   dis- 
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regard  of  this  desire.  A  wife  was  chosen  for  Isaac  from  among 
his  own  people.  (Gen.  24:  1-4.)  Isaac  and  Rebekah  were  deeply 
grieved  when  Esau  took  two  of  the  daughters  of  Heth  for  wives. 
They  knew  that  such  marriages  cut  him  off  from  the  full  bless- 
ings which  the  Lord  had  promised  unto  their  posterity.  Observe 
what  depth  of  feeling  prompted  these  words  from  Rebekah: 
"I  am  weary  of  my  life  because  of  the  daughters  of  Heth;  if 
Jacob  take  a  wife  of  the  daughters  of  Heth,  such  as  these 
which  are  of  the  daughters  of  the  land,  what  good  shall  my  life 
do  me?"  Isaac,  too,  felt  quite  as  keenly  the  importance  of  this 
matter,  when  he  called  Jacob  to  him  and  charged  him  not  to 
take  a  wife  of  the  daughters  of  the  Canaanites  but  to  return  to 
his  own  kindred  in  Padan-aram  and  get  a  wife  from  among  his 
own  people.  The  reasons  for  this  earnest  desire  on  the  part  of 
parents  were  (1)  that  the  pure  blood  of  the  faithful  descendants 
of  Shem  should  not  be  mingled  with  that  of  other  races;  it  was 
God's  way  of  keeping  pure  the  chosen  lineage  through  which 
the  Messiah  should  come;  and  (2)  the  knowledge  that  the  ef- 
fect of  marriage  into  the  idolatrous  nations  surrounding  them 
would  be  the  leading  of  their  children  away  from  the  faith  of 
their  fathers.  The  same  is  true  today.  Young  people  should 
govern  their  affections  so  that  thev  will  not  be  led  into  mar- 
riage with  those  not  of  their  faith.  To  disregard  this  is  to 
jeopardize  faith  and  to  risk  unhappiness  in  married  life. 

Note  2.  Isaac's  blessings  upon  Jacob  (Gen.  28:  3-4)  should 
be  compared  with  God's  blessings  upon  Abraham  (Gen.  12:  2-3; 
17:  5-8;  22:  17-18)  and  noon  Isaac  (Gen.  26:  3-4)  as  well  as  with 
the  later  blessings  upon  Jacob.  (Gen.  28:  12-15;  35:  10-12.)  The 
important  things  to  be  noted  are,  (1)  the  designation  of  the 
land  of  Canaan,  or  Palestine.  as,their  place  of  abode,  thus  mak- 
ing it  "the  land  of  promise ;"  (2)  the  declaration  that  each  of 
these  patriarchs  should  become  the  father  of  nations;  and  (3) 
the  promise  that  in  their  seed  should  all  families  of  the  earth 
be  blessed.  History  records  the  fulfillment  of  these  predictions 
in  Israel's  complete  possession  of  Palestine ;  in  the  many 
nations  on  earth  today  in  which  the  blood  of  Israel  predomi- 
nates, and  in  the  coming  of  Christ  through  this  lineage,  bring- 
ing blessings  to  every  nation  and  family  under  heaven. 

Note  3.  Tn  Genesis  28:  20-22  is  recorded  the  first  tithing 
covenant  in  the  Bible,  though  mention  is  made  of  the  payment 
of  tithes  by  Abraham  to  Melchisedek  at  an  earlier  date.  (Gen. 
14:  20.)  This  covenant  of  Jacob  should  be  carefully  analyzed 
and  compared  with  the  teachings  of  the  Church  today  on  the 
question  of  tithing. 

Note  4.  Zilpah  and  Bilhah,  handmaids  of  T.eah  and  Rachel, 
who  were  given  to  Jacob  as  wives,  were  doubtless  of  the  Semit- 
ic race,  and  not  of  the  forbidden  people.  They  were  servants 
in  the  household  of  Laban  prior  to  the  marriage  of  his  daughters 
to  Jacob,  and,  in  accordance  with  custom,  Laban  gave  one  of  them 
as  a  handmaid  to  each  of  his  daughters  when  she  married. 
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LESSON  TWENTY-TWO. 
Part  One. 
SUBJECT:     History  of  Joseph.     (Note  1.) 
References:    Genesis  37:  3(J;  40. 
I.     Jacob's  Love  for  Joseph. 

A.  Reason  therefor,     ((ien.  37:  3  and  Note  2.) 

B.  Effect  upon  Joseph's  brothers.     (Gen.  37:  A.) 
II.     Joseph's  Dreams.     (Gen.  37:  5-11.) 

A.     Their  Significance. 
I'.     How  received  bv  the  family. 
I  IT.     Joseph  Sold  into  Egypt.     (Gen.  37:  12-36.) 

A.  An  act  prompted  by  jealousy. 

B.  The  Lord  permits  it  for  a  wise  purpose. 
IV.     In  Potiphar's  House. 

A.  Joseph  as  a  servant.     (Gen.  39:  1.  2.) 

B.  His  Promotion.     (Gen.  39:  3-6.) 

C.  Temptation  overcome.    (Gen.  39:  7-20. ) 
V.     Joseph  a  Prisoner. 

A.  The  false  accusation,     ((ien.  39:  13-20.) 

B.  His  favor  with  God  and  men.     (Gen.  39:  21-23.) 

C.  Gift  as  an  interpreter.     (Gen.  40:  1-23.) 

1.  Dreams  of  butler  and  baker. 

2.  The  interpretation. 

3.  The  fulfillment. 

Suggestive  Truth:    A  pure  and  virtuous  life  will  win 
favor  with  God  and  men. 

Part  Two. 
SUBJECT:     Baptism. 

I.     Ordinance  by  which  a  Contract  is  Sealed. 

A.  Our  side  of  the  contract. 

1.  Faith. 

2.  Repentance. 

B.  The  Lord's  Part  of  the  Contract. 

1.  Remission  of  sins. 

2.  The  Holy  Ghost  is  conferred. 

3.  Initiation  into  the  Church  and  salvation  in 
the  Kingdom  of  God. 
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C.     It  is  an  essential  part  ot  the  contract  and  hence 
essential  to  salvation. 
IT.     Significance  of  Baptism. 

1.  Repentance  typifies  death  and  baptism  sig- 

nifies burial  and  a  coming  forth  from  the 
grave. 

2.  Immersion  is  the  only  form  of  baptism  that 
typifies  these  things. 

(Note:     The  mode  of  baptism  may  be  discussed  at 
this  point  as  fully  as  the  teacher  may  deem  fit.) 

III.  Necessity    of    Children    Being    Baptized    at    Eight 
Years  of  Age. 

A.  Condition  of  children  who  die  before  reaching 
the  age  of  eight  years.  (B.  of  M.,  Moroni  8.) 

B.  Condition  of  unbaptized  children  who  die  after 
reaching  trie  age  of  eight. 

C.  How  many  unbaptized  children  over  eight  years 
of  age  in  each  Teacher's  district? 

IV.  Baptism  for  the  Dead. 

/v.     Evidence  of  God's  justice  and  mercy. 

1.  It  provides  for  those  who  were   not  priv- 

ileged to  hear  the  Gospel. 

2.  It  solves  many  problems  propounded  by 
atheists.  They  say:  "If  we  accept  of  John 
3 :  1-5,  we  cannot  consider  God  as  just. 
since  there  are  billions  of  people  who  have 
died  without  hearing  the  Gospel  of  Christ." 

B.     Temple  work. 

1.  A  great  privilege.' 

2.  An  equally  great  responsibility. 

(Note :  Do.  we  have  people  in  our  districts  who 
neither  appreciate  the  privilege  nor  the  respon- 
sibility?) 

Suggestive  Truth:     Baptism  by  immersion  is  essen- 
tial to  salvation. 

Note    1.     It   is   not    thought    necessary   to   give    many    notes 
in    connection    with    the    history    of    Joseph.      The    details    are    so 
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plainly  and  beautifully  set  forth  in  the  Bible  that  the  student  will 
have  no  difficulty  in  fully  understanding  and  bringing  out 
the  truths  in  this  story,  which  has  been  pronounced  the  most 
charming  in  all  history. 

Note  2.  Joseph  seems  to  have  possessed  a  disposition  quite 
different  from  his  brothers'.  He  had  a  noble  and  pure  mind  and 
a  generous  heart,  and  the  Lord  blessed  him  with  visions  and 
dreams.  Moreover,  he  was  the  first-born  son  of  Rachel,  whom 
Jacob  loved,  and  these  reasons,  in  addition  to  the  one  recorded 
in  Scripture,  must  have  combined  to  cause  Jacob  to  love  him 
"more  than  all  his  children." 


LESSON  TWENTY-THREE. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:    Joseph  Governs  Egypt. 

References :    Genesis  41  to  50. 
I.     Pharaoh's  Dreams. 

A.  Wise  men  of  Egypt  baffled.     (Gen.  41  :  1-8.) 

B.  |oseph  called  from  prison  as  interpreter.     (Gen. 
41 :  9-36.) 

C.  Importance  of  dreams.     (  Xote  1.) 

1.  To  Joseph. 

2.  To  the  Egyptians. 

3.  To  Israel. 

IT.     Promotion  of  Joseph. 

A.     From  prison  to  rttler.  (Gen.  41  :  37-43.) 
P>.     His  unbounded  power.     (Gen.  41  :  44.  45.) 
C.     Plan  for  storing  and  distributing  grain.     (Gen. 
41:  46-57.) 
TIT.     Joseph  and  His  Brothers. 

A.     The    journey   to   Egypt    for  bread.      (Gen.   42: 

1-5.)  ' 
I'..     Face  to  face  with  his  betrayers.     (Note  2.) 

1.     Toseph's    forgiving   disposition.      (Gen.   42: 

_.->-_'(>.  i 
2      He  provides  for  his  father's  house.     (Gen. 
42-46.) 
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C.     Joseph  reveals  his  identity.     (Gen.  45:  1-4.) 

1.  Declares  the  reason  for  his  being  sold.  (Gen. 
45:  b-8.) 

2.  Forgiveness   and    reconciliation.    (Gen.   45 : 

14-15.) 
IV.     Jacob  Goes  to  His  Son  in  Egypt.     (Gen.  46:  1-7.) 
A.     Joseph's  affection  for  his  father.     (Gen.  46:  28, 

29.) 
-l,.     Israel  and  his  families  given  the  land  of  Goshen. 
V.     Death  and  Burial  of  Joseph.     (Gen.  50:  26.) 

Suggestive  Truth:  The  purposes  of  God  cannot  be 
thwarted'  by  men ;  Joseph,  sold  a  slave  to  an  idolatrous 
master,  yet  rained  the  highest  place  in  the  kingdom,  and 
his  brothers  bowed  down  to  him  as  had  been  predicted. 

Part  Two. 
SUBJECT:     Church  School  Education. 

I.     History  of  Church  Schools. 

A.  Joseph  Smith's  attitude  on  education. 

B.  Brigham  Young's  attitude  on  education. 

C.  The  attitude  of  the  Church  today. 
II.     Our  Present  Church  School. 

A.  General  institutions. 

B.  Stake  academies. 

III.  Theological  Training. 

A.  In  theology  classes. 

B.  In  other  classes. 

IV.  A  Strong  Agency  for  Character  Building. 

A.  The  spirit  of  the  Lord  prevails. 

B.  The  discipline  trains  students  to  carry  respon- 
sibility. 

C.  Self-control  is  cultivated  through  self-control. 

D.  Students  as  well  as  teachers  take  the  deepest 
interest  in  unfortunate  students  to  help  them  to 
overcome  bad  habits. 

V.     Regular  High  School  Subjects  Taught. 

A.  Work  is  accredited  by  the  best  colleges  the 
same  as  work  done  in  public  high  schools. 
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. I!    Teachers  arc  a  high  standard  of  character  and 
scolarship. 

(To  the  Instructor  :  There  are  boys  and  twirls  in  every 
ward  too  old  to  attend  public  schools,  but  who  can  be 
readily  provided  for  in  the  preparatory  department  of  the 
Church  school  system.  If  we  can  get  them  into  this 
course  they  can  be  prepared  for  the  high  school  work 
and  induced  to  get  at  least  high  school  training.  There 
are  others  who  have  completed  the  eighth  grade  and  arc 
waiting  to  be  encouraged  to  go  to  some  good  Church 
school.  Whom  have  we  in  this  ward  who  need  atten- 
tion? Each  head  Teacher  can  readily  call  to  mind  the 
ones  in  his  district.  Give  them  special  attention  this 
month.  This  department  may  be  greatly  aided  by  asking 
someone  whose  special  line  is  education  to  come  in  on 
the  two  nights  when  the  educational  lessons  are  dis- 
cussed. Call  in  a  local  educator  and  let  him  co-operate 
with  you  in  this  move  in  favor  of  schools.  On  some  Sun- 
day during  the  month  a  speaker  may  be  had  in  each  ward 
to  deal  with  the  topic  in  the  Sacrament  meetings.) 

Note  1.  The  dreams  of  Pharaoh  were  important  to  Joseph 
in  that  through  interpreting  them  he  was  freed  from  prison,  and 
exalted  to  a  ruling  position  in  Egypt;  to  the  Egyptians,  because 
they  were  the  means  of  having  grain  stored  that  kept  the  na- 
tion from  starvation  during  the  years  of  famine;  to  Israel,  for 
the  reason  that  they  brought  Joseph  into  a  position  where  he 
could  become  a  savior  to  his  father's  house. 

Note  2.  It  will  be  remembered  that  one  of  the  things  that 
made  Joseph's  brothers  angry,  .and  that  influenced  them  to  sell 
him  into  bondage,  was  the  fact  that  he  had  dreamed  that  he  had 
seen  his  brothers  and  parents  bow  down  to  him.  Years  passed, 
and  when  famine  sent  the  sons  of  Jacob  to  Egypt  to  supplicate 
for  bread,  it  was  to  Joseph  they  went,  and  before  him  they 
prostrated  themselves  with  their  faces  toward  the  earth.  "And 
Joseph  knew  his  brethren,  but  they  knew  not  him.  And  Jos- 
eph remembered  the  dreams  which  he  dreamed  of  them."  Yet 
he  forgave  them  and  sent  them  away  laden  with  provisions. 
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LESSON  TWENTY-FOUR. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT  :   Delivery  of  Israel  from  Bondage. 

References:     Exodus  1  to  14. 
I.     Israel  in  Egypt.     (Note  1.) 

A.     Purpose  of  their  captivity.     (Note  2.) 
P>.     Their  marvelous  increase  in  numbers.  (Note  3.) 
C.     Their  afflictions.     (Note  4.) 
II.     Moses. 

A.  Miraculouslv    preserved    from    Pharaoh.      (Ex. 
2:  1-10.) 

B.  *His  education  and  training.     (Note  5.) 

C.  Called  of  God  to  be  a  deliverer.     (Ex.  3:  1-32; 
4:  1-9.) 

D.  Aaron  called  to  aid  him.     (Ex.  4:  10-17.) 
TIT.     Pharaoh. 

A.     He  resents  appeal  of  Moses  and  Aaron.     (Ex. 

b:  1-4.) 
P>.     Burdens  of  Israelites  increased.     (Ex.  5:  5-23.) 
C.     The  miracles  and  plagues  of  Egypt.  (Ex.  7-11.) 
TV.     The  Departure. 

A.  The  pillar  of  fire  and  cloud.     (Ex.  13.) 

B.  Crossing  the  Red  Sea.  (Ex.  14:  1-22.) 

C.  Destruction  of  the  Egyptians.     (Ex.  14:  23-31.) 

Suggestive  Truth:  That  which  God  sets  His  hand 
to  do  He  will  accomplish,  though  the  whole  world  op- 
poses. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:     Necessity  of  Supporting  Our  Schools. 

T.     Education. 
A.     Definition. 

1.     "The  man.  I  think,  has  had  a  liberal  educa- 
tion who  has  been  so  trained  in  his  youth 
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that  liis  body  is  a  ready  servant  of  his  will, 
and  does  with  ease  and  pleasure  all  the 
work  that  as  a  mechanism,  it  is  capable  of: 
whose  intellect  is  a  clear,  cold,  logic-engine, 
with  all  its  parts  of  equal  strength,  and  in 
smooth  working  order,  ready,  like  a  steam 
engine,  to  turn  to  any  kind  of  work,  and 
Spin  the  gossamer  as  well  as  forge  the  an- 
chors of  the  mind;  whose  mind  is  stored 
with  the  great  and  fundamental  truths  of 
nature  and  of  the  laws  of  her  operations; 
one  who,  no  stunted  ascetic,  is  full  of  life 
and  fire,  but  whose  passions  are  trained  to 
come  to  heel  by  a  vigorous  will,  the  ser- 
vant of  a  tender  conscience  ;who  has  learned 
to  love  all  beauty,  whether  of  na%ire  or  art. 
to  hate  all  vileness  and  to  respect  others  as 
himself." — Huxley. 
2.  "To  prepare  us  for  complete  living  is  the 
function  which  education  has  to  discharge." 
— Herbert  Spencer. 

B.  The  "old  education." 

(Note:  In  the  schools  o'f  the  past  there  has  been 
too  much  text  book  and  not  enough  practical 
doing ;  too  much  theoretical  without  the  prac- 
tical :  too  much  letter  without  the  spirit.  The 
gap  between  the  school  and  the  community  has 
been  too  great.  There  has  been  too  much  of 
learning  how  to  gain  the  service  of  others,  not 
enough  of  how  to  best  serve  one's  fellowmaiO 

C.  The  "new  education." 

1.  "School  is  life."      (Learning  to  live  nobly 
by  living  nobly.) 

2.  Tendency  to  serve  as  well  as  ability  to  serve 

should  be  trained. 
Mote:  The  school  represents  a  community  effort  to 
train  children  for  better  citizenship.  The  pa- 
trons should  take  a  keen  interest  in  seeing  that 
the  school  is  well  equipped  with  facilities  and 
teachers.     We  can't  begin  to  measure  the  bed 
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effects  ni   inferior  teachers  on   the  child.     No 

teacher  who  is  not  of  sterling  character  should 
he  permitted  to  teach  in  our  schools,  and  it  is 
the  community's  right  to  demand  strong  teach- 
ers.) 
II.     The  Public  Schools. 

A.  The  reputation  of  American  public  schools. 

B.  Rich  and  poor  are  graded  according  to  ability 
and  effort. 

C.  Opportunity  to  train  for  social  efficiency. 
(Note:      Under   proper  discipline   the   children   are 

trained  to  live  together  harmoniously  and  profit- 
ably. Parents  should  take  an  interest  in  the 
child's  school  life  and  help  him  to  live  it  prop- 
erly, because  his  intercourse  with  his  little  fel- 
lows is  as  profitable  to  him  as  the  subjects  of 
study.  A  knowledge  of  the  subjects  taught  is 
essential  to  success  in  life.) 
(Xote:  Almost  every  ward  in  the  Church  has  a 
number  of  boys  and  girls  who  quit  school  be- 
fore reaching  the  eighth  grade.  The  opportun- 
ity to  make  a  dollar  or  some  other  influence  has 
lured  them  away,  and,  in  some  cases,  they  are 
hoys  and  girls  with  very  little  ambition  and  low 
ideals.  There  are  some  of  these  in  your  ward. 
Who  are  they?  The  ward  Teachers  should  take 
up  special  labor  with  them  this  month  and  get 
them  back  into  school  the  coming  season.) 
Suggestive  Truth:  Since  the  aim  of  the  school  is  to 
train  for  social  efficiency  it  has  a  right  to  the  commu- 
nity's support. 

Note  1.  The  term  "Israel"  was  first  applied  by  the  Lord  to 
Jacob  personally.  (Gen.  32:8.)  The  word  means  "a  prince  of 
God."  Naturally.  Jacob's  posterity  came  to  be  known  as  "the 
children  of  Israel."  His  twelve  sons  headed  families,  and 
these  families  became  known  as  tribes — hence  the  "twelve  tribes 
of  Israel." 

Note  2.  ''The  removal  of  the  chosen  family  from  Canaan, 
and  their  settlement  in  Egypt,  formed  a  part  of  the  great  plan 
which  God  had  unfolded  to  their  forefather  Abraham.  (Gen.  15: 
13.)   Two  hundred  years  had  passed  away  since   God   had   said. 
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"Unto  II13-  seed  will  1  give  this  land,"  and  as  yet  they  had  no 
possessions  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  In  Egypt,  under  the  dis- 
cipline of  affliction,  the  family  was  to  be  consolidated  into  a 
nation.  Then  God's  words  would  meet  with  their  fulfillment, 
and  the  Israelites  would  enter  on  the  possession  of  their  promis- 
ed inheritance." — Smith's  Smaller  Scripture   History,  p.  54. 

Note  3.  When  Jacob  and  his  sons  and  their  families  went 
into  Egypt  and  took  up  their  abode  in  Goshen,  about  1706  B. 
C.,  there  were  sixty-seven  souls  in  the  company.  Joseph  and 
his  two  sons,  Ephraim  and  Manasseh,  brought  the  number  up 
to  seventy.  In  the  years  that  intervened  between  the  settlement 
in  Egypt  and  the  beginning  of  the  bondage  it  is  said  they 
"increased  abundantly,  and  multiplied,  and  waxed  exceeding 
mightv;  and  the  land  was  filled  with  them.''  Some  215  years 
passed,  and  when,  in  1491  B.  C.,  the  Israelites  marched  out  of 
Egypt,  they  numbered  600,000  men  able  to  bear  arms,  besides 
women  and  children,  from  which  the  total  number  of  souls  is 
estimated  at  not  less  than  2,500,000. 

Note  4.  "The  story  of  the  affliction  of  the  Israelites  in 
Egypt  begins  with  the  words,  'Now  there  rose  up  a  new  king 
over  Egypt  which  knew  not  Joseph  .'  (Ex.  1:8.)  The  descendants 
of  Jacob  had  then  grown  so  numerous  that  Pharaoh  was  afraid 
that  in  the  event  of  a  war  they  might  go  over  to  the  enemy, 
and  so  escape  out  of  the  land.  He  resolved,  therefore,  to  weak- 
en them  by  degrees,  by  forcing  them  to  hard  labor  and  reduc- 
ing them  to  slavery.  The  service  which  he  compelled  them  to 
perform  consisted  in  field  work,  and  especially  in  making  bricks 
and  building  the  treasure  cities  Pithom  and  Raamses,  in  the 
land  of  Goshen.  Although  the  lives  of  the  Israelites  were  bitter 
with  hard  bondage  and  oppression,  still  they  multiplied  and 
grew.  Pharaoh  then  adopted  a  more  severe  and  cruel  course  to 
diminish  their  numbers.  He  commanded  the  Hebrew  midwives 
to  kill  the  male  children  at  their  birth,  but  to  let  the  females  live. 
The  midwives,  however,  feared  God  and  disobeyed  the  king, 
and  they  saved  all  the  children  that  were  born.  Pharaoh  then 
charged  all  his  people  to  cast  the  new-born  sons  of  the  Israel- 
ites into  the  river,  but  to  save  the  daughters.  (Ex.  1:8-22.)" — 
Smith's  Smaller  Scripture  History,  pp.  57-8. 

Note  5.  In  all  probability,  Moses'  mother,  taught  him  rev- 
erence for  Hebrew  institutions  and  religion,  and  for  the  true 
God,  and  instructed  him  in  the  history  and  destiny  of  the  chosen 
race.  In  all  other  respects  he  was  trained  and  educated  as  an 
Egyptian  prince,  bv  reason  of  his  being  adopted  by  Pharaoh's 
daughter,  (Ex.  2:10)  and  was  instructed  in  all  the  wisdom  of 
the  Egyptians.  Thus  the  Lord  prepared  him  for  the  important 
task  that   was  to  be  his  in  the  future. 
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LESSON  TWENTY-FIVE. 

Part  One. 

SUBJECT:     Wanderings  in  the  Wilderness. 

References  :     Exodus  16-20  ;  2%  ;  29  ;  32  ;  Numbers  20. 
I.     Miracles. 

A.  Quails  and  manna. 

1.  Condition  of  the  people.     (Note  1.) 

2.  Their  murmurings.     (Ex.  16:  2,  3.) 

3.  Purpose  of  the  miracle.     (Ex.  8:  3.) 

B.  Water  from  the  rock.     (Ex.  17:  1-7.     Compare 
Num.  20:  7-11.) 

II.     At  Sinai.     (Describe  Sinai.) 

A.  Visit  of  Jethro  to  Moses. 

1.  Their  relationship.  (Ex.  18:  1.) 

2.  Purpose  of  his  visit.     (Ex.  18:  2-6.) 

3.  His   wise    counsel    regarding    government 
and  organization.     (Ex.  18:  13-26.) 

B.  The  Ten  Commandments. 

1.  Circumstances    leading    up    to    their    being- 
given.     (Ex.  19.) 

2.  Wonders  on  Mt.  Sinai.     (Ex.  20:  18-21.) 

3.  Scope  of  the  commandments.     (Note  2.) 

C.  The  calling  of  Aaron  and  his  sons. 

1.  Called  by  revelation.     (Ex.  28:  1.) 

2.  Their  duties  as  Priests.     (Ex.  29.) 

D.  Idolatry  of  the  people. 

1.  Ouick  to  forget  God.     (Note  3.) 

2.  The  golden  calf.     (Ex.  32:2-6.) 

3.  Moses'  indignation.      (Ex.  32:  7-24.) 

4.  Punishment  of  the  people.     (Ex.  32:  25-35.) 
III.     From  Sinai  to  Canaan.     (Note  4.) 

A.  The  census.     (Num.  1.) 

B.  Direction  of  march.  .  (Note  5.) 

-C.     Report  of  the  spies  and  its  result.     (Note  6.) 
D.     The  interval  of  thirty-eight  years.     (Note  7.) 
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IV.     End  of  Moses' Career. 

A.  Tic  takes  the  honor  of  a  miracle  unto  himself. 
(Num.  20:  7-11.) 

B.  His  punishment.      (Num.  20:   12-13.) 

C.  His  death  and  burial.     (Deut.  34.) 

Suggestive  Truth:    The  protecting  hand  of  the  Lord 
is  over  His  people. 


Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:     Forgiveness. 

T.     The  Lord  Requires  Us  to  Forgive  One  Another. 

A.  When  we  are  ready  to  pray,  and  before  doing 
so,  we  should  forgive  all  who  have  trespassed 
against  us  as  we  desire  the  Lord  to  forgive  us 
our  trespasses.     (Mark  11:  25.) 

B.  We  must,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circum- 
stances, be  willing  to  forgive.  (Doc.  &  Cov. 
64:  9.) 

C.  The  Lord  says  that  He  will  forgive  whom  He 
will  forgive,  but  that  we  are  required  to  forgive 
all  mem     (Doc.  &  Cov.  64:  10.) 

IT.     How  Forgiveness  Should  Be  Sought. 

A.  If  we  learn  that  our  brother  feels  that  we  have 
offended  him  we  should  immediately  seek  our 
brother  and  make  all  things  right.  (Matt.  5: 
23-24.) 

B.  We  should  not  wait  until  he  arraigns  us.  (Matt. 
5:25;  III  Nephi  12:  23-26.) 

1 1 1.     How  Forgiveness  Should  Be  Granted. 

A.  We  should  not  wait  to  be  asked  by  our  brother 
who  has  offended  us  to  forgive  him,  but  we 
should  voluntarily  extend  our  forgiveness,  as 
the  Savior  did  while  He  was  upon  the  cross. 
and  as  Stephen  did  while  he  was  being  stoned 
to  death.  (Luke  23 :  34 ;  Acts  7 :  60.) 
15.  We  are  required  to  love  our  enemies,  to  bless 
them  that  curse  us,  to  do  good  to  them  that 
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hate  us,  and  to  pray  for  them  which  despitefully 
use  and  persecute  us.     (Matt.  5:  44.) 
C.     We  ought  to  say  in  our  hearts,  let  God  judge 
between  me  and  thee  and  reward  thee  accord- 
ing to  thy  deeds.     (Doc.  &  Cov.  64:  11.) 

Suggestive  Truth :  The  spirit  of  not  holding  against 
others  their  trespasses  upon  us  insures  an  ever-readiness 
on  the  part  of  our  heavenly  Father  to  forgive  us  our  trans- 
gressions. 

Note  1.  The  supply  of  unleavened  bread  with  which  the 
people  had  started  from  Egypt,  became  exhausted  by  the  time 
they  reached  the  wilderness  of  Sin,  which  leads  up  from  the 
shore  of  the  Red  Sea  towards  the  mountains  of  Sinai.  It  was 
on  this  account  that  they  turned  upon  Moses  and  Aaron  with 
reproach. 

Note  2.  The  instructor  may  devote  what  time  can  be 
spared  in  analyzing  the  Ten  Commandments,  and  impressing 
their  truths  upon  the  students. 

Note  3.  Moses  was  on  Mount  Sinai  receiving  from  God  the 
laws  to  govern  Israel,  for  a  period  of  forty  days  and  forty 
nights,  and  was  without  food  during  that  time.  In  addition  to 
receiving  these  instructions,  he  was  given  two  tables  of  stone, 
written  with  the  finger  of  God.  Weeks  passed  and  he  did  not 
return  to  the  camp  of  Israel.  The  people  thought  they  had  lost 
their  leader  and  straightway  they  appealed  to  Aaron  saying, 
"Up,  make  us  gods  which  shall  go  before  us.  for  as  for  this 
Moses,  we  wot  not  what  is  become  of  him."  (Ex.  32:1.)  Aaron 
weakly  yielded  to  them,  and  the  whole  camp  fell  into  the  sin  of 
idolatry. 

Note  4.  The  Israelites  had  been  away  from.  Egypt  one  year 
and  a  month  when  the  Lord  commanded  them  to  leave  Sinai  and 
move  toward  Palestine. 

Note  5.  The  route  taken  after  leaving  Sinai  was  north- 
ward, and  the  march  led  to  the  southern  borders  of  Palestine. 

Note  6.  From  Kadesh-Barnea,  spies  went  into  Canaan  to 
see  what  the  land  was  like.  They  spent  forty  days  exploring 
the  land  and  returned  with  glowing  accounts  of  its  fertility. 
But  the  people  refused  to  believe  the  report  brought  back  by 
Caleb  and  Joshua,  and  would  have  stoned  them.  For  this  un- 
faithfulness the  Lord  rebuked  the  nation  and  declared  that  not 
one  of  those  who  murmured  should  enter  the  Promised  Land. 
So  Israel  was  turned  back  from   the  very  borders  of  the   land, 
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and  continued  their  wanderings  another  thirty-eight  years.     (Read 
Num.  chapters  13  and  14.) 

Note  7.  "The  thirty-eight  years  occupied  in  the  execution 
of  God's  judgment  on  the  generation  that  grieved  Him  in  the 
wilderness,  and  to  whom  He  swore  in  His  wrath,  They  shall 
not  enter  into  my  rest,  form  almost  a  blank  in  the  sacred 
history.  The  mystery  which  hangs  over  this  period  seems  like 
an  awful  silence  into  which  the  rebels  sink  away.  Most  proba- 
bly their  headquarters  during  this  period  were  at  Kadesh,  and 
they  continued  to  lead  a  wandering  life,  chiefly  among  the 
pastures  of  the  Arabah,  or  the  'Wilderness  of  Zin,'  the  broad 
desert  valley  which  runs  from  the  Dead  Sea  to  the  eastern  head 
of  the  Red  Sea,  between  Mount  Seir  on  the  east  and  the  Mount 
of  the  Amorites  on  the  west.  There  are  five  chapters  in  the 
Book  of  Numbers  which  refer  to  this  interval."  (Chapters  15- 
19.) — Smith's  Scripture  History,  p.  79. 


LESSON  TWENTY-SIX. 

Part  One. 

SUBJECT :    Conquest  of  Canaan  and  the  Division  of  the 
Land. 

References:  Numbers  21,  25,  31,  32;  Joshua  2  to  19. 
I.     Conquest.     (Note  1.) 

A.  Of  the  land  east  of  the  Jordan. 

1.  Sihon,  King  of  the  Eastern  Amorites,  con- 

quered. (Num.  21 :  21-31.) 

2.  Og,    King  of   Bashan,   conquered.      (Num. 
21:  33-35.) 

3.  The  Midianites  east  of  Jordan   conquered. 

(Num.  31 :  1-12.    See  also  25  and  31  :  13-54.) 

B.  Of  the  land  west  of  Jordan. 
1.     Central  Palestine  taken. 

a.     Spies  sent;  shielded  by  Rahab.(Josh.2.) 
1).     The  armies  of  Israel  cross  the  Jordan. 
(Josh.  3  and  4.) 

c.  Jericho  besieged  and  taken.     (Josh  6.) 

d.  Israel  defeated  and  driven  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Ai.     (Josh.  7.) 
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c.  Israel,  purified  and  aided  by  the  Lord, 
takes  the  city  of  Ai.     (Josh.  8.) 

f.  Shechem  taken ;  its  people  spared. 
(Josh.  9:  1-27.) 

2.  Southern  Palestine  taken. 

a.  The  league  of  the  five  southern  kings 

against  Israel.     (Josh.  10:  1-5.) 

b.  Israel  victorious.     (Josh.  10:  6-43.) 

3.  Northern  Palestine  taken. 

a.  League    of     northern     city    kingdoms. 

(Josh.  11:  1-5.) 

b.  Israel  victorious.     (Josh.  11:  6-22.) 

c.  Peace.     (Josh.  11 :  23.) 
II.     Division  of  the  Land.     (Note  2.) 

A.  East  of  Jordan. 

1.     To  whom  given.     (Num.  32:  33;  Josh.  13: 

15-33.) 
2.     On  what  conditions.     (Num.  32 :  20-32.) 

B.  West  of  Jordan. 

1.     Boundaries    of    Judah's    territory.      (Josh. 
15:  1-12,  20-62.) 

2.  The  share  of  Ephraim.     (Josh.  16:  5-9.) 

3.  The  territory  of  half  of  Manasseh  west  of 

the  river.     (Josh.  17:  1-11.) 

4.  The  rest  of  the  land  divided  by  casting  lots. 

(Josh.  18:  2-10.) 

5.  Boundaries  of    the    territories    allotted    to 

each.     (Josh.  18:  11  to  19,48.) 

Suggestive  Truth:     The  purposes  and  promises  of 
(iod  never  fail. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT :    Forgiveness.     (Continued.) 

I.     In  What  Cases  Forgiveness  Should  Be  Granted  By 
Us. 
A.     Whenever  preceded  by  the  repentance  of  the 

trespasser.     (Matt.  18:  21-22;  Doc.  &  Cov.  98: 

39-40.) 
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B.     When  the  trespasser  does  not  repent,  we  must 
forgive  him  three  successive  times.      (Doc.   & 
Cov.  98:  41-43.) 
II.     In  What  Cases  Forgiveness  Should  Not  Be  Granted 

By  Us. 

A.  When  we  are  trespassed  against  the  fourth 
time  we  are  commanded  not  to  forgive  the  tres- 
passer until  he  repents  and  rewards  us  four- 
fold.    (Doc.  &  Cov.  98:  44-45.) 

III.  How  Forgiveness  Can  Be  Obtained  from  the  Lord. 

A.  By  forgiving  those  who  have  trespassed  against 
us.     (Matt.  6:  14;  III  Nephi  13:  14.) 

B.  By  confessing  our  sins  and  repenting.  (I  John 
1:9;  II  Cor.  7:  10;  Isa.  55:  7.) 

IV.  Punishment  for  Failure  to  Forgive  Others. 

A.  We  may  be  afflicted  and  chastened.  (Doc.  & 
Cov.  64:8;  Matt.  18:35.) 

B.  The  Lord  will  not  forgive  us  our  sins  and  tres- 
passes.   (Mark  12:  26;  III  Nephi  13:  15.) 

Suggestive  Truth:  The  spirit  of  not  holding  against 
others  their  trespasses  upon  us  insures  an  ever-readiness 
on  the  part  of  our  heavenly  Father  to  forgive  us  our  trans- 
gressions. 

Note  1.  The  conquest  of  the  land  east  of  the  Jordan  river 
was  accomplished  under  the  leadership  of  Moses  (with  whose 
career  the  student  has  been  made  familiar)  ;  that  west  of  the 
river  under  Joshua,  of  whom  Dr.  Smith,  in  his  "Smaller  Script- 
ure History"  (pp.  112-13)  writes:  "Moses,  the  law  giver,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Joshua,  the  military  chief,  who  was  to  lead  the  people 
into  their  inheritance,  and  give  them  'rest.'  He  was  the  son  of 
Nun,  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim.  His  name  at  first  was  Oshea 
(help,  or  savior,)  which,  by  prefixing  the  name  of  Jehovah, 
Moses  changed  to  Joshua,  that  is,  God  is  the  Savior.  He  was 
probably  at  this  time  about  eighty  years  old.  He  had  grown 
up  to  mature  age  in  the  state  of  Egyptian  bondage.  He  had 
shared  the  experience  and  the  trials  of  the  wilderness  as  the  chosen 
servant  of  Moses;  and  proved  his  military  capacity  in  the  con- 
quest of  the  land  east  of  Jordan,  and  his  steadfast  obedience 
at  Kadesh,  when  he  stood  alone  with  Caleb;  and  he  lived  for 
about  twenty-five  years  more  to  finish  his  allotted  work.  These 
three  periods  of  his  life  thus  embrace  the  whole  history  of  the 
moulding  of  the  nation.     His  character  was  in  accordance  with 
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his  career;  a  devout  warrior,  blameless  and  fearless,  who  com- 
bines strength  with  gentleness,  ever  looking  up  for,  and  obeying, 
the  Divine  impulse  with  the  simplicity  of  a  child." 

Note  2.  The  passages  referring  to  the  division  of  the  land 
will  be  much  better  comprehended  if  the  student  will  consult  a 
map  showing  the  inheritances  of  the  tribes.  Most  reference 
Bibles  contain  excellent  maps  of  Bible  lands. 


LESSON  TWENTY-SEVEN. 

Part  One. 

SUBJECT :    Reign  of  Judges. 

References  :    Judges,  Ruth,  Samuel. 
I.     Condition  of  Israel  During  this  Period. 

A.  Political.     (Note  1.) 

1.  No  organized  central  government. 

2.  Wise  men  raised  up  at  different  times  to  de- 

liver the  people. 

B.  Religious.     (Note  2.) 

1.  Worshipped  other  gods. 

2.  Repentance  followed  by  deliverance. 
II.     Oppression  of  Israel. 

A.  Mesopotamia!!.     (Judges  3:  1-11.) 
1.     Othniel,  the  deliverer. 

a.     His  forty-years  reign. 

B.  Moabite.     (Judges  3  :  12-30.) 

1.  Delivered  by  Ehud. 

2.  Eighty  years  of  peace. 

C.  Early   Philistine.      (Judges   3:   31.)      Shamgar, 
deliverer. 

D.  Canaanite.  (Judges  4,  5.) 

1.  Deborah. 

2.  Barak. 

E.  Midianite.     (Judges  6,  8.) 

1.     Gideon's  army  reduced.     (Note  3;  Judges 
7:  1-8.) 
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2.     Gideon  declines  the  kingship.      (Judges  8: 
22,  23.) 

F.  Ammonite.  (Judges  10:6-18.) 

1.  Jephthah's  rash  vow.     (Judges  11:  29-40.) 

2.  The  Ammonites  smitten. 

G.  Philistine. 

1.     Samson.     (Judges  13-16.) 
1 1 1.     Ruth. 

A.     Devotion  to  Naomi. 
J'.     Marries  Boaz. 
C.     Ancestor  of  Jesus. 

Suggestive  Truths:  (1)  The  mercy  of  God  endureth 
forever.  (2)  The  Lord  will  forgive  the  repentant  sinner. 
(3)  "Thou  shalt  worship  the  Lord  thy  God  and  Him 
only  shalt  thou  serve." 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:    Honesty. 

T.     A  Divine  Command. 

A.  We  should  be  honest  with  ourselves. 

B.  We  should  be  honest  with  God. 

C.  We  should  be  honest  with  our  fellows. 

1.     "Thou  shalt  not  steal."     (Ex.  20:  15;  Luke 
6:  31.) 

a.  Neither  the  goods  of  another. 

b.  Nor  his  good  name.     (I  Peter  2:  12.) 

c.  "He  who  steals  my  purse  steals  trash. 

but  he  that  filches  from  me  my  good 
name,  robs  me  of  that  which  does  not 
enrich  him  and  makes  me  poor  indeed." 
— Shakespeare. 
IT.     In  Private  Life. 

A.     We  should  be  honest  with  ourselves.    "An  hon- 
est man  is  the  noblest  work  of  God." 

1.  Don't  try  to  make  yourself  believe  that  you 
are  better  than  you  really  are. 

2.  Don't  try  to  justify  your  failings  because 
you  think  they  are  unknown  to  others. 
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3.  Don't  try  to  ease  your  conscience  because 
the  wrongs  done  by  you  are  small  in 
amount,  for  they  may  be  large  in  principle. 

B.  We  should  be  sincere  and  scrupulously  hon- 
est with  God. 

1.  Pretending  to  be  only  what  we  are. 

2.  Doing  what  we  know  to  be  right. 

3.  Paying  an  honest  tithing  upon  our  increase. 

C.  We  should  also  be  scrupulously  honest  with 
our  fellows  in  all  of  our  social,  religious,  com- 
mercial, and  political  intercourse  and  dealings 
with  them. 

1.  If  we  are,  our  lives  and  examples  will  be  a 

power  for  good  with  all  who  know  us. 

2.  If  we  are  not,  we  are  liable  not  only  to  come 
to  grief  ourselves,  but  to  lead  others  astray 
by  our  unworthy  examples. 

3.  And  thereby  bring  condemnation  and  dis- 

grace   upon   ourselves,    our   kindred,    our 
friends  and  our  Church. 

D.  What  acts  of  deceit,  hypocrisy,  or  dishonesty 
are  we  guilty  of? 

E.  Which  of  our  acts  cause  our  family  or  neigh- 
bors to  pity  or  despise  us? 

F.  Which  of  our  acts  teach  our  children  or  our  as- 
sociates to  be  insincere,  untruthful,  or  dishon- 
est? 

G.  Let  us  repent  and  abandon  all  of  these  sinful 
practices  at  once. 

111.     In  Public  Life. 

A.  We  should  be  even  more  careful  of  our  conduct 
in  public  life  than  in  private  life. 

1.  Public  position  is  a  public  trust. 

2.  It  is  granted  upon  confidence  and  the  con- 
fidence must  not  be  betrayed. 

3.  The  rights  of  the  public  should  be   most 

jealously  guarded. 

4.  The   greater   the   publicity   the    larger   the 

number  of  people  who  will  be  impressed 
one  way  or  the  other  by  our  example. 
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B.  Arc  public  officials  as  careful  in  spending  pub- 
lic funds  as  they  would  be  if  the  moneys  were 
their  own? 

C.  If  they  are  not,  can  it  be  said  that  they  are  hon- 
est? 

D.  If  public  officials  neglect  their  duties  and  there- 
by loss  results  to  the  public,  can  it  be  said  that 
such  officials  are  honest? 

Suggestive  Truth:  By  being  honest  and  upright  in 
all  our  dealings  we  are  entitled  to  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  God  and  men. 

Note  1.  After  the  death  of  Joshua  there  was  no  recog- 
nized political  head  to  the  Israelitish  nation.  God  uttered  His 
commands  through  the  high  priests,  and  the  elders  of  each  tribe 
governed  the  people.  This  condition  left  them  an  easy  prey  to 
the  surrounding  heathen  nations,  and  during  the  next  300  years 
there  was  a  succession  of  wars,  involving  part  or  all  of  the 
tribes.  At  times  the  people  would  be  sorely  oppressed,  and 
then  there  would  arise  a  man  of  valor  under  whose  leadership 
independence  and  peace  would  be  restored.  During  all  this 
time  "there  was  no  King  in  Israel,  but  every  man  did  that  which 
was  right  in  his  own  eyes." 

Note  2.  The  reasons  for  the  sorrows  of  the  people  are  made 
clear  in  the  Scriptures.  In  Judges  3:  1-4,  it  is  recorded  that  cer- 
tain heathen  and  warlike  nations  were  left  in  the  land  to  test  the 
faith  of  the  Israelites,  that  it  might  be  known  whether  they 
would  serve  the  Lord.  Dr.  Smith  says:  "For  a  period  of  thirty 
or  forty  years  the  people  remained  faithful  to  the  Lord — so  long 
as  the  generation  lasted  that  had  seen  all  His  mighty  works. 
But  in  the  next  generation  they  fell  into  the  worship  of  'Baalim' 
— the  idols  of  the  country — and  they  were  given  over  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemies  whose  gods  they  served.  Their  career  of 
conquest  was  then  checked,  and  they  were  opposed  by  Jieathen 
enemies;  but,  though  punished,  they  were  not  forsaken  by  God. 
As  often  as  they  were  oppressed,  He  raised  up  'Judges,'  who 
delivered  them  from  their  oppressors.  But,  as  often  as  they 
were  delivered,  they  disobeyed  their  judges,  and  fell  back  into 
idolatry.  Such  is  a  summary  of  the  history  given  in  the  first 
sixteen  chapters  of  Judges." — Scripture  History,  p.  122.  The 
surprising  ease  with  which  the  people  would  forget  God  and 
begin  the  worship  of  idols,  shows  the  natural  frailty  of  human 
nature,  and  emphasizes  the  necessity  of  constant  watchfulness, 
on  the  part  of  nations  as  well  as  individuals. 

Note  3.  In  the  reducing  of  the  army  of  Gideon  from 
32,000  men  to  300,  and  the  complete  victory  of  Gideon's  small 
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band  over  their  enemies,  the  people  were  taught  the  lesson  that 
God  was  their  deliverer  and  not  man.  This  fact  was  recog- 
nized by  Gideon  himself,  and  when  he  was  asked  to  accept  the 
kingdom,  his  characteristic  reply  was :  "I  will  not  rule  over 
you,  neither  shall  my  son  rule  over  you;  the  Lord  shall  rule 
over  you."  (Judges  8:  23.) 

Note  4.  To  the  instructor:  Have  some  member  of  the 
class  prepare  a  brief  sketch  of  Ruth's  life  for  presentation  be- 
fore the  class. 


LESSON  TWENTY-EIGHT. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:     Samuel. 

References:    I  Samuel  1  to  13. 
I.     Dedication  to  the  Service  of  the  Lord. 

A.  A  child  of  promise.     (I  Sam.  1.) 

B.  He  is  called  of  God.     (I  Sam.  3:  1-10.) 

C.  Prophecy  against  Eli's  house.  (I  Sam.  3:  11-18.) 
II.     Samuel  Reigns  as  Judge. 

A.  Headquarters    at    Bethel,    Gilgal,    Mizpeh    and 
Ramah.     (I  Sam.  7:  15-17.) 

B.  The  defeat  of  the  Philistines.  (I  Sam.  7:  13-14.) 

C.  His  part  in  the  government  of  Saul.     (Note  1.) 
III.     The  Character  of  Samuel. 

A.  Faith.     (Note  2.) 

B.  Courage.     (Note  3.) 

C.  Wisdom.     (Note  4.) 

Suggestive  Truth:     A  life  of  virtue    and     integrity 
brings  honor  and  peace. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT :    Love  Your  Neighbor  as  Yourself. 

I.     The  Second  Great  Commandment. 

A.     "Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
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heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy 
mind.  This  is  the  first  and  great  command- 
ment. And  the  second  is  like  unto  it;  thou  shalt 
love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.  On  these  two 
commandments  hang  all  the  law  and  the  proph- 
ets." (Matt.  22:  37-40;  Gal.  5:  14.) 
II.     Who  are  Our  Neighbors? 

A.     Those  who  need  our  assistance. 

1.  The  poor  and  destitute. 

2.  The  sick  and  afflicted. 

3.  Those  who  mourn. 

4.  Those  who  are  tried  and  tempted. 

5.  The  poor  in  spirit  who  need  encouragement. 
1).     Those  who  have  assisted  us  and  others  in  need. 

1.  When  we  have  needed  food,  raiment  and 

shelter. 

2.  When  we  or  our  families  have  been  sick  or 

wounded. 

3.  When   death  or  other  sorrow-  entered  our 
homes. 

4.  When  we  were  about  to  find  fault  with  our 

Church  or  its  leaders. 

5.  When  we  were  inactive  in  Church  affairs 

and  were  set  to  work.     (Luke  10:  29-37.) 
III.     How  this  Commandment  Can  Be  Observed. 

A.  The  Savior  said:  "Love  one  another  as  I  have 
loved  you.  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than 
this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
friends."— John  15:12-13. 
B.  Christ  Himself  died  that  we  may  live  in  the 
resurrection. 

C.  Ought  we  not  then  to  be  willing  to  make  as 
great  sacrifices  for  our  fellows?  Much  more  so 
smaller  ones? 

D.  If  so,  we  should  ever  be  willing  and  ready  to — 

1.  Open  wide  our  hands  to  the  poor  and  des- 

titute and  see  that  they  do  not  want.  (Deut. 
15:  2-8.) 

2.  Search  out  the  poor  and  not  wait  for  them 
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to  humiliate  themselves  by  having  to  ap- 
peal to  us  for  aid. 

3.  Search  out  the  sick,  the  afflicted,  those  who 

mourn  and  need  comfort,  advice  and  exhor- 
tation, and  administer  to  their  several 
wants. 

4.  Be  the  good  Samaritan  in  every  sense  of 
the  word. 

5.  And  be  it  quickly.     Don't  wait  until  tomor- 

row.   That  will  be  too  late.     (Prov.  3:  28.) 

Suggestive  Truth :  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law ; 
and  in  the  liberal  exercise  of  it,  we  become  like  unto 
Christ,  and  worthy  to  dwell  in  His  presence. 


Note  1.  After  Saul  had  been  publicly  proclaimed  king,  first 
at  Mizpeh,  (I  Sam.  10:  17-25)  and  again  at  Gilgal,  (I  Sam.  11:  12- 
15)  Samuel  closed  his  public  life  as  the  sole  judge  of  Israel. 
(I  Sam.  12.)  But  he  did  not  cease  to  exercise  authority  over 
Saul  throughout  his  reign.  As  the  special  messenger  of  the 
Lord  Samuel  checked  Saul's  inherent  wilfulness,  reproved  his 
errors,  advised  him  in  matters  of  government,  and  directed  him 
on  great  occasions. 

Note  2.  The  name  Samuel  means  tht  "power  of  pray- 
er." The  name  expresses  the  leading  feature  of  the  whole  life 
of  the  great  judge  and  prophet.  On  all  occasions  when  im- 
portant matters  were  under  consideration,  Samuel  carried  his 
burdens  to  the  Lord  and  sought  for  guidance.  His  prayers  were 
always  answered.  He  was  able  because  of  his  divine  aid  to  judge 
righteously  and  govern  wisely,  so  as  to  win  the  love  and  con- 
fidence of  the  people. 

Note  3.  Instances  are  recorded  in  the  Bible  showing  the 
courage  of  Samuel  in  the  performance  of  his  duty.  When  Saul, 
at  Gilgal,  offered  sacrifice  without  authority,  Samuel  braved  the 
anger  of  the  king  and  openly  reproved  him  for  the  act,  tell- 
ing him  he  had  done  foolishly,  and  that  his  kingdom  should 
not  survive  (I  Sam.  13:  8-14.)   See  also  I  Sam.  15. 

Note  4.  In  addition  to  his  wise  labors  as  judge,  Samuel 
proved  himself  a  statesman  in  the  work  of  establishing  the  mon- 
archy. (I  Sam.  10:  25.)  He  was  able  at  the  close  of  his  career 
as  judge  to  call  upon  his  people  to  witness  his  loyalty,  fidelity 
and  honesty.     This  they  gladly  did.   (I   Sam.   12.) 
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LESSON  TWENTY-NINE. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:    Saul,  the  First  King  of  Israel. 

References:    I  Samuel  8  to  151. 
I.     The  Children  of  Israel  Demand  a  King. 

A.  Reason  for  the  demand.     (I  Sam.  8:  1-5.) 

B.  Effect  upon  Samuel.     (I  Sam.  8:  6.) 

C.  The  word  of  the  Lord.     (I  Sam  8:  7-22.) 
!  1 .     Saul  is  Made  King. 

A.  His  visit  to  Samuel.     (I  Sam.  9.) 

B.  The  anointing  of  the  king.     (I  Sam.   10:   1-8.) 

C.  The  founding  of  the  kingdom.       (I   Sam.     10: 
'  17-25.) 

1.     Proclaimed  king  at  Aiizpeh  and  at  Gilgal. 
2.     The  laws  of  the  kingdom. 
III.     The  Rejection  of  Saul. 

A.  Expedition  against  the  Philistines.  (I  Sam.  J 3.) 

1.  Samuel  delays  his  coming. 

2.  The  burnt  offering. 

3.  Samuel's  reproof. 

B.  Expedition   against   the   Amalekites.      (I    Sam. 
15.) 

i.     The  command  to  Saul. 

2.  His  disobedience. 

3.  Samuel's  rebuke. 
I  V.     Saul  and  David. 

A.  The  anointing  of  Saul's  successor.     (I  Sam.  16: 
1-13.) 

B.  Their  meeting.     (I  Sam.  16:  14-23.) 

C.  David's  victory  over  Goliath.     (I  Sam.  17.) 

D.  Saul's  jealousy  of  David.     (I  Sam.  18:  1-16.) 

E.  David's   respect   for  the   Lord's  anointed.      (I 
Sam.  24:  4-6;  26:  8,  9,  and  Note  1.) 

F.  Death  of  Saul  and  Jonathan.     (I  Sam.  31.) 

Suggestive  Truths:      (1)   "Obedience  is  better  than 
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sacrifice,  and  to  hearken  than  the  fat  of  rams."     (2)  Re- 
spect is  due  to  those  whom  God  has  placed  in  authority. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:     Love  Your  Neighbor  as  Yourself.     (Con- 
tinued.) 
I.     How  We  Fail  to  Observe  this  Commandment. 
A.     In   doing  to  others  as  they  have   done   to   us. 

(Prov.  24:  29.) 
F>.     In  speaking  unkindly  or  falsely  of  our  fellows. 
(Ex.  20:  16.) 

C.  In  coveting  what  belongs  to  our  fellows.     (Ex. 
20:  17.) 

D.  In  failing  promptly  to  pay  our  debts  when  we 
could  do  so.     (Lev.  19:  13.) 

E.  In  not  promptly  remunerating  our  neighbor  for 
his  services.     (Jer.  22:  13.) 

F.  In  hating  our  brother  in  our  hearts.     (Lev.  19: 
17.) 

G.  In  carrying  or  avenging  a  grudge  against  some 
brother  or  acquaintance.     (Lev.  19:  18.) 

H.     In  giving  our  neighbor  drink  to  intoxicate  or 

tobacco  to  injure  him.     (Hab.  2:  15.) 
I.      Whenever  we  fail  to  do  unto  him  a  little  better 
than  we  would  have  him  do  unto  us. 
II.     Punishment  for  Failure  to  Observe  this  Command- 
ment. 

A.     Cursed  is  he  who  removes  his  neighbor's  land- 
mark.    (Deut.  27:  17.) 
r>.     Or  who  smiteth  his  neighbor  secretlv.     (Deut. 

27:  24.) 
C.     Or  who  fails  to  feed  tne  poor,  clothe  the  naked, 
visit  the  sick,  or  entertain  the  stranger.     (Matt. 
25:41-46. 

Suggestive  Truth :  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law  : 
and  in  the  liberal  exercise  of  it  we  become  like  unto 
Christ,  and  worthy  to  dwell  in  His  presence. 

Note   1.       The   relations   of   David   and   Sanl   furnish   a   strik- 
ing lesson  in  t lie  respect  due  to  one  whom  the  Lord  has  placed  in  a 
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leading  position.  Saul  had  been  anointed  of  the  Lord,  and  David 
could  not  be  induced  to  harm  him.  "The  Lord  forbid,"  he  said, 
"that  I  should  stretch  forth  my  hand  against  the  Lord's 
anointed."  When  it  is  remembered  that  at  the  time  David  thus 
magnanimously  spared  Saul's  life,  the  latter  was  seeking  David 
to  kill  him,  an  insight  into  the  character  of  David  is  obtained. 
The  circumstance  teaches  a  wholesome  lesson  to  us  in  latter 
days.  No  hand  or  voice  should  be  raised  against  the  Lord's 
anointed.  Respect  for  those  in  authority  should  characterize 
the  Latter-day  Saints.  Harsh  criticism,  fault-finding  and  evil 
speaking  should  be  avoided  if  we  wish  to  be  held  blameless  be- 
fore the   Lord. 


LESSON  THIRTY. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:     David,  a  Man  after  God's  Own  Heart. 

References:    II  Sam.  1  to  24. 
I.     David  is  Made  King. 

A.  Over  Tudah.     (jj  Sam.  2:  4  and  Note  1.) 

B.  Over  Israel.     (II  Sam.  5:  1-4  and  Note  2.) 
II.     The  Kingdom  Extended. 

A.  Successful  wars.     (II  Sam.  8;  10.) 

B.  Extent  of  David's  dominions.     (Note  3.) 

III.     Sin  and  Humiliation. 

A.  David  in  transgression.     (II  Sam.  11.) 

B.  Nathan's  parable.     (II  Sam.  12.) 

C.  Confession  and  repentance.     (IT  Sam.  12:  13.) 

D.  Punishment. 

1.  Death  of  his  child.     (II  Sam.  12:  15-23.) 

2.  Rebellion  in  his  family.     (II  Sam.  15.) 
TV.     'I  he  Close  of  David's  Reign. 

A.  Anointing  of  Solomon  to  be  king.      (I   Kings 
1 :  32-40.) 

B.  David's  charge  to  Solomon.     (I  Kings  2:  1-9.) 

C.  His  death.     (I  Kings  3:  10.  11.) 

Suggestive  Truth :  God  honors  those  who  honor 
Him :  but  cannot  look  upon  sin  with  the  least  degree  of 
allowance. 
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Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:    Tithing. 

I.     Was  an  Ancient  Law  of  the  Church. 

A.  Abraham,  returning  from  the  slaughter  of  the 
kings,  paid  tithes  of  all  to  Melchizedek,  king  of 
Salem,who  was  the  priest  of  the  Most  High  God. 
(Gen.  14;Heb.  7;  Alma  13:  13-15.) 

B.  Jacob  covenanted  with  the  Lord  that  of  all  that 
the  Lord  should  give  him  he  would  surely  give 
one-tenth  to  Him.     (Gen.  28:  22.) 

C.  The  law  of  tithing  was  also  given  through 
Moses  to  the  children  of  Israel.  (Lev.  27:  30- 
34.) 

D.  The  children  of  Levi  were  given  all  the  tenth 
in  Israel  for  an  inheritance  for  their  service  of 
the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation.  (Num.  18: 
21-26;  Deut.  14:  22-24;  Mai.  3:8.) 

TI.     A  Law  to  the  Present  Dispensation. 

A.  "Verily  it  is  a  day  of  sacrifice,  and  a  day  for  the 
tithing  of  my  people ;  for  he  that  is  tithed  shall 
not  be  burned  (at  His  coming)."  (Doc.  &  Cov. 
64:  23.) 

B.  All  of  the  surplus  properties  of  the  Saints  are 
required  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Bishop 
as  the"  beginning  of  the  tithing  of  the  people, 
thereafter,  those  so  tithed  should  pay  one-tenth 
of  all  their  interest  annually,  as  a  standing  law 
forever.     (Doc.  &  Cov.  119:  1-5.) 

III.     Reward  for  Keeping  this  Law. 

A.  Bring  ye  all  the  tithes  into  the  storehouse,  that 
there  may  be  meat  in  mine  house,  and  prove  me 
now  herewith,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  if  I  will 
not  open  you  the  windows  of  heaven,  and  pour 
you  out  a  blessing,  that  there  shall  not  be  room 
enough  to  receive  it.  And  I  will  rebuke  the 
devourer  for  your  sakes,  and  he  shall  not  de- 
stroy the  fruits  of  your  ground ;  neither  shall 
vour  vine  cast  her  fruits  before  the  time  in  the 
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field,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts.     (Mai.  3:  10-11  ; 

III  Nephi  24:  10-12.) 
IV.      Punishment  for  Failure  to  Observe  this  Law. 

A.     Those  who  do  not  keep  this  law  shall  not  be 

found  worthy  to  abide  among  the  Saints. 
P>.     And  if  the  Saints  do  not  observe  this  law,  to 

keep  it  holy,  the  land  of  Zion  shall  not  be  a  land 

of  Zion  unto  them.     (Doc.  &  Cov.  119:  5-7.) 

Suggestive  Truth:  An  unselfish  observance  of  this 
law  will  entitle  us  to  the  protection  of  our  heavenly 
Father  and  blessings  upon  our  efforts  in  rich  abundance. 


Note  1.  David's  headquarters,  while  he  reigned  for  seven 
and  a  half  years  over  Judah  alone,  were  at  Hebron,  a  city  sit- 
uated some  fifteen  miles  south  of  Jerusalem.  From  there  he 
directed  the  contest  against  Ish-boshcth.  son  of  Saul,  who  had 
been  made  king  over  Israel.  The  Lord,  through  Samuel,  had 
declared  that  the  kingdom  should  not  continue  with  the  house 
of  Saul,  and  this  was  fulfilled  in  the  tragic  death  of  Ish-bosheth. 
("who  was  treacherously  slain  by  two  captains  of  his  army,)  and 
in  the  proclaiming  of  David  as  king  over  the  whole  people. 

Note  2.  For  thirty-three  years,  David  reigned  over  the 
united  Hebrew  nation.  Both  Israel  and  Judah  accepted  him  as 
king.  During  this  period  his  place  of  abode  was  Jerusalem, 
which  came  to  be  known  as  the  "City  of  David." 

Note  3.  ,  The  Lord  had  given  unto  Israel,  as  a  Land  of 
Promise,  all  of  Palestine.  When  David  commenced  to  reign, 
only  a  small  portion  of  the  land  was  under  the  control  of  the 
allied  tribes.  Much  of  it  was  in  possession  of  the  heathen 
nations,  whose  marauding  armies  menaced  the  peace  of  the 
Israelites.  The  succession  of  wars,  directed  bv  King  David,  ex- 
tended his  dominion  from  the  Euphrates  to  the  Mediterranean, 
and  from  Damascus  to  the  Red  Sea.  "The  bounds  of  the  Prom- 
ised Land  were  now  almost  entirely  occupied,"  says  Dr.  Smith, 
"but  these  extended  limits  were  preserved  only  during  the  reigns 
of  David  and  Solomon,  a  period  of  about  sixty  years.  For  that 
time  the  state  was  no  longer  a  petty  monarchy,  as  in  the  reign 
of  Saul,  but  it  was  truly  one  of  the  great  Oriental  monarchies. 
Thus  'David  reigned  over  all  Israel,  and  executed  judgment  and 
justice  among  all  his  people.'  " 
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LESSON  THIRTY-ONE. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:     Solomon's  Glorious  Reign. 

References:     I  Kings  2-8;  II  Chronicles  1-9. 
I.     His  Accession  to  the  Throne.     (Note  1.) 

A.  Proclaimed  king  under  favorable  circumstances. 
(I  Chron.  29:  20-23.) 

B.  His  united  kingdom.     (I  Chron.  29:  24,  25.) 
II.     Wisdom  of  Solomon. 

A.  How  obtained. 

1.  The  opportunity  to  ask  a  gift  of  the  Lord. 

(I  Chron.  1 :  7.) 

2.  The  wise  choice.     (II  Chron.  1  :  8-10.) 

3.  The  Lord's  response.     (II  Chron.  1:11-  12.) 

B.  Examples. 

1.  As  a  judge.     (I  Kings  2:  16-28.) 

2.  As  a  philosopher.     (See  Book  of  Proverbs.) 

3.  As  a  poet  and  naturalist.      (See   Songs  of 

Solomon  and  I  Kings  4:  29-33.) 

C.  His  fame.     (I  Kings  4:  34;  10:  1-13.) 

III.  Solomon's  Kingdom.     (Note  2.) 

IV.  Building  of  the  Temple. 

A.  Hiram  of  Tyre  gives  assistance.     (I  Kings  5.) 

B.  Magnificence  of  the  structure.     (II  Chron.  3,  4.) 

C.  Dedication  of  the  temple.     (II  Chron.  6,  7.) 
V.     Death  of  Solomon.     (Note  3.) 

Suggestive  Truth:     "The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  be- 
ginning of  wisdom." 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:     Our  Duty  to  the  Poor. 

I.     Their  Condition. 

A.     We  are  all  children  of  the  same  Father. 
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B.  The  Lord  niakcth  the  poor  and  the  rich;  He 
bringeth  some  low  and  lifteth  others  up.  (I 
Sam.  2:  7.) 

C.  The  rich  and  poor  meet  together:  the  Lord  is 
the  maker  of  us  all.     (Prov.  22:  2.) 

1).     "Hath  not  God  chosen  the  poor  of  this  world 
rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  which 
He  hath  promised  to  them  that    love     Him?" 
(James  2:  5.) 
II.     We  Must  Provide  for  Them. 

A.  We  must  feed  the  hungry  and  clothe  the  naked. 
(Isa.  D«:  7.) 

P>.  We  must  open  wide  our  hand  to  the  poor  and 
lend  them  sufficient  of  whatever  they  want  for 
their  needs.    (Deut.  15  :  8-11.) 

C.  If  we  give  to  the  poor  we  lend  to  the  Lord. 
(Doc.  &  Cov.  42:  31.) 

D.  The  Lord  commanded  ancient  Israel  not  to 
glean  their  vineyards  nor  to  gather  all  of  their 
grapes,  but  to  leave  some  for  the  poor  and 
stranger.     (Lev.  19:  10;  23:  21.) 

III.     How  to  Provide  for  Them. 

A.  "Deliver  the  poor  and  needy :  rid  them  out  of 
the  hand  of  the  wicked."     (Psalm    82:  4.) 

B.  If  the  father  is  out  of  work,  furnish  him  em- 
ployment. 

C.  If  the  father  is  dead,  away  from  home,  or  sick, 
find  work  for  the  children. 

D.  If  the  family  is  large,  or  sick,  and  the  father  is 
unable  to  provide  sufficiently  for  their  wants, 
extend  a  helping  hand. 

1.  By  employing  the  larger  children  if  there 
are  any  able  to  work. 

2.  If  not,  then  make  modest  contribution  in  a 
quiet  and  inoffensive  manner. 

3.  In  so  doing  don't  let  your  left  hand  know 
what  your  right  hand  is  doing.  (Matt.  6: 
3.) 

IV.     Our  Reward. 

A.     "He  that  hath  pity  upon  the  poor  lendeth  unto 
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the  Lord;  and  that  which  he  bath  given  will  He 
pay  him  again."     (Prov.  19:  17.) 
I'..     "Blessed  is  he  that  considereth  the  poor:  the 
Lord  will  deliver  him  hi  time  of  trouble."  (Psa. 
41:  1.) 
V.     Our  Condemnation. 

A.     If  we  keep  ourselves  aloof  from  the    poor    we 
commit  sin.     (James  2:  9.) 

Suggestive  Truth:  By  liberally  assisting  the  poor  we 
develop  an  attribute  of  Deity,  which  brings  us  nearer  to 
our  heavenly  Father. 

Note  1.  The  reign  of  Solomon  was  the  climax  of  the 
prosperous  political  life  for  the  Hebrew  nation.  From  the 
time  of  the  conquest  of  Canaan  there  had  been  a  gradual  growth 
of  oower  and  extent  of  dominion,  until  the  Israelitish  monarchy 
had  become  the  greatest  power  ih  the  east. 

Note  2.  David's  conquests  had  carried  the  kingdom  to  the 
limits  named  in  the  promise  of  the  Lord  to  Abraham,  "from 
the  river  of  Fgypt  to  the  great  river  Euphrates."  Solomon 
broadened  the  scope  of  his  power  by  the  subjugation  of  Edom, 
and  by  his  alliance  with  Hiram  of  Tyre.  Egypt  was  glad  to  ac- 
cept alliance  with  Solomon.  His  command  of  the  highway  be- 
tween Egypt  and  Assyria  made  him  the  most  powerful  ruler  in  the 
land.  The  oriental  magnificence  of  his  court,  where  he  sat  on  his 
throne  of  ivory  and  gold,  was  supported  by  taxes  levied  throughout 
the  land,  and  by  tributes  from  subject  kingdoms.  His  wealth  was 
enormous  and  the  splendor  of  his  kingdom  was  dazzling  to  the 
high  personages  from  other  nations  who  came  up  to  Jerusalem 
to  pay  homage  to  him. 

Note  3.  Solomon's  reign  commenced  when  he  was  18  years 
of  age  (B.  C.  1015.)  He  reigned  40  years,  the  same  length  of 
time  as  his  father.  He  died  at  58  years  of  age,  at  Jerusalem, 
and  was  buried  there. 


LESSON  THIRTY-TWO. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT  :     Division  of  the  Kingdom. 

References:  I  Kings  12-14;  II  Chron.  10-12. 
T.     Rehoboam,  Son  of  Solomon. 
A.     He  is  made  king. 
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R.     His  mistaken  policy.     (I   Kings  12;  II   Chron. 

l0«) 

1.      I  lie  people  plead  for  reduced  burdens. 

_\     \\  ise  men  advise  granting  the  petition. 

3.     Young   men's   counsel   to   the   contrary   ac- 

cepted. 

II.     The  Revolt. 

A.      feroboam,  the  leader.     (Note   1.) 
ii.     His  Following.     (Xote  2.) 

C.     The  Lord  approves  the  rebellion.     (I  Kings  12: 
21-24.) 
Ml.     The  Rival  Kingdoms.     (Note  3.) 

A.  Israel. 

B.  Judah. 

Suggestive  Truths:  (1)  To  lift  the  burdens  of  the 
oppressed  is  the  part  of  wisdom.  (2)  Charity  for  the 
poor,  sympathy  for  the  distressed,  are  attributes  of  a  no- 
ble soul. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:     Thanksgiving  Day. 

1.     When  Instituted. 

A.  In  the  new  world,  after  the  ingathering  of  the 
first  harvest  (in  1621),  Governor  Bradford  sent 
four  men  out  to  shoot  wild  fowl,  that  the  col- 
onists "might  after  a  more  special  manner  re- 
joice together." 

B.  For  many  years  thereafter  the  autumnal  "feast 
of  ingathering"  was  merely  an  occasional  fes- 
tival as  \inlooked  for  prosperity  or  aid  in  times 
of  trouble  prompted  the  Pilgrim  fathers  to  spe- 
cial acts  of  praise. 

C.  It  was  not  until  our  Revolutionary  War  that 

the  feast  became  national,  and  after  1784  it  was 
only  occasionally  observed  except  in  New  Eng- 
land. 
1).     The  first  national    thanksgiving     proclamation 
was  issued  by  President  Washington  in  Janu- 
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ary,  1795,  naming  Thursday,  February  19th,  as 
a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  and  prayer  for  the 
blessings  of  constitutional  government,  our 
peaceful  relations  with  all  nations  and  the  pros- 
perous condition  of  our  affairs. 
E.  Since  1863  the  President  of  the  L  nitecl  States 
has  annually  issued  a  thanksgiving  proclama- 
tion, and  the  governors  of  the  states  have  done 
likewise. 

[I.     Is  the  Only  Religious  Festival  for  All  the  People. 

A.  Christmas  and  Easter  are  for  Christians  only. 

B.  Jews,  Mohammedans  and  Pagans  have  their 
several  feast  days. 

C.  But  Thanksgiving  Day  is  for  all  alike. 

III.  How  the  Day  was  First  Observed. 

A.  The  four  fowlers  in  one  day  having  killed 
enough  fowls  to  last  the  entire  company  nearly 
a  week,  a  big  feast  was  held  at  which  King 
Massasoit  and  ninety  of  his  men  were  enter- 
tained three  days  in  feasting  and  sporting.  The 
Indians  went  out,  killed  and  brought  in  five 
deer,  which  they  gave  to  the  governor,  captain 
and  others. 

IV.  How  the  Day  Should  Be  Observed. 

A.  We  should  be  happy  and  thankful  all  the  day 
long. 

B.  From  the  time  we  rise  in  the  morning  until  we 
retire  at  night,  we  should  endeavor  to  make 
others  thankful  and  happy. 

C.  We  should  praise  and  thank  the  Lord  for  every 
blessing  He  has  bestowed  upon  us. 

D.  We  should  search  out  those  less  fortunate  than 
ourselves,  especially  the  poor,  and  cheer  them 
up. 

E.  Public  meetings  should  be  held  and  the  people 
taught  the  origin  of  the  day,  the  many  blessings 
they  have  received  during  the  past  year,  and  for 
which  they  should  praise  and  thank  our  heav- 
enly Father. 
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F.     These  meetings  should  be  filled  with  a  genuine 
spirit  of  thankfulness  and  good  will  to  all. 
Y.     What  We  Should  Be  Specially  Thankful  For. 

A.  For  the  Lord's  mercies  to  us  and  to  our  fam- 
ilies. 

1.  For  health,  happiness  and  prosperity. 

2.  For  spiritual  growth  in  the  Church. 

3.  For  bountiful  harvests  through  our  own  ef- 
forts and  the  increase  given  from  God. 

B.  For  the  Lord's  favor  shown  to  the  Church. 

C.  For  His  protection  and  peace  given  to  this  na- 
tion. 

YT.     Suggested  Thoughts. 

A.  Try  to  feel  grateful  and  happy. 

B.  If  you  are  thankful  to  God,  say  so ;  that's  the 
least  you  can  do. 

C.  Do  something  to  show  your  gratitude. 

D.  Help  some  one  who  needs  your  help. 

E.  Has  your  faith  comforted  you? 

F.  If  it  has  tell  somebody  whose  faith  and  courage 

need  uplifting. 

G.  Devote  the  day  to  being  happy  and  to  making 
others  happy. 

H.     Sunshine  in  your  heart  will  make  life  brighter 
and  sweeter  for  all  you  come  in  contact  with. 

Suggestive  Truth:  As  the  Pilgrim  fathers  appreci- 
ated their  first  harvest,  so  let  us  be  ever  thankful  for  the 
Lord's  merciful  provision  for  our  necessities,  our  peace, 
and  our  well-being. 


Note  1.  While  Solomon  was  still  reigning,  the  Lord  had 
made  known  through  Ahijah  the  prophet,  that  the  kingdom 
should  be  divided  and  ten  tribes  should  be  given  to  Jeroboam, 
because  Solomon  had  not  obeyed  the  Lord,  but  had  been  led, 
with  his  people,  into  idolatry.  This  came  to  Solomon's  knowl- 
edge and  he  sought  to  kill  Jeroboam.  The  latter  fled  into  Egypt 
and  remained  there  until  Rehoboam  was  made  king,  when  he 
returned  and  went  with  those  who  plead  with  Rehoboam  to 
make  the  burdens  of  the  people  lighter.  When  this  request  was 
insultingly  refused  by  the  king.the  ten  tribes  severed  their  polit- 
ical  relations  with  the  kingdom  of   Rehoboam,  and   set  up  the 
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kingdom    of    Israel    at    Shechem.       Jeroboam  was  proclaimed  their 
king,  thus  fulfilling  the  prophecy  of  Ahijah. 

Note  2.  The  tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  remained  loyal 
to  Rehoboam,  while  all  of  the  other  tribes  went  over  to  Jero- 
boam. 

Note  3.  Jeroboam's  people  were  thereafter  known  as  the 
kingdom  of  Israel,  and  Shechem  was  their  capital.  The  tribes 
of  Judah  and  Benjamin  formed  the  kingdom  of  Judah,  with 
headquarters  at  Jerusalem.  "The  northern  kingdom  included 
ten  tribes,  about  two-thirds  of  the  population,  and,  with  the 
region  east  of  Jordan,  more  than  the  same  proportion  of  the 
land,  and  that  much  the  best  in  quality.  But  the  powerful 
tribes  of  Judah  retained  the  capital,  with  the  accumulated  treas- 
ures of  Solomon;  and  all  the  moral  and  religious  elements  of 
greatness  were  on  the  side  of  the  southern  kingdom." — Smith's 
Scripture  History,  p.  174. 


LESSON   THIRTY-THREE. 

Part  One. 

SUBJECT:      Subsequent    History    of   the    Kingdom    of 
Israel.     (Note  1.) 

References:     I  Kings;  II  Kings. 
I.     Jeroboam's  Apostasy.     (I  Kings  12:  25-33.) 

A.  Sets  up  images  for  the  people  to  worship. 

1.  His  purpose.     (I  Kings  12:  27  and  Note  2.) 

2.  Effect  on  the  people — they  turn  to  idolatry. 

B.  The  Prophet  Ahijah  predicts  calamity. 

1.  To  Jeroboam's  house.     (I  Kings  14:  1-14.) 

2.  To* Israel.     (I  Kings  14:  15,  16.) 
II.     Idolatrous  Israel.     (Note  3/) 

A.     The  labors  of  the  prophets. 

1.  Elijah.     (Note  4.) 

2.  Elisha.     (Note  5.) 

3.  Jonah.     (Book  of  Jonah.) 
III.     The  Captivity. 

A.  Invasion  by  Assyrians.     (Note  6.) 

B.  Capture  of  Samaria.  (II  Kings  17:  5,  6.) 
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C.      Israelites  removed  and  strangers  given  their  land. 
(  II   Kings  17:  6-24.) 
IV.     The  Lost  Tribes.     (Note/.) 

Suggestive   Truth:     True  religion   uplifts  a  people  : 
false  faith  debases  them. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT :    Our  Duty  to  the  Sick. 

I.     When  Called  Upon  for  Assistance. 

A.  The  Elders  should  anoint  the  sick  with  oil,  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  pray  over  them.  (  James 
5:  14,  16.) 

B.  And  their  prayers  should  be  accompanied  by 
faith,  without  doubting,  for  the  Savior  prom- 
ised that  "all  things  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in 
prayer,  believing,  ye  shall  receive."  (Matt.  21  : 
22.) 

C.  For  "the  effectual,  iervent  prayer  of  a  righteous 
man  availeth  much."     (James  5:  16.) 

D.  If  the  sick  have  not  faith  to  be  healed,  but  be- 
lieve, they  shall  be  nourished  with  herbs  and 
mild  food,  and  that  not  bv  the  hand  of  an 
enemy.     (Doc.  &  Cov.  42:  43.) 

E.  We     should     see     that    they    are     nursed     and 

watched,  for  faith  without  works  is  dead.    (  lames 
2:  14-26.) 

(  Xote :  Practical  suggestions  on  the  maimer  of  anoint- 
ing and  administering  might  be  given.) 

IT.     When  Xot  Called  lTpon  for  Assistance. 

A.      If    we    learn    that    a    friend,    a    neighbor,    or    a 
stranger  is  sick  and  needs  attention,   we  should 
not  wait  to  be  sent  for. 
P>.     We   should   promptly  call  and   tender  our  ser- 
vices, or  any  assistance  we  can  render. 
C.     And  such  service  should  be  freely,  not  grudg- 
inglv,  given,  for  the  Lord  loves  a  cheerful  giver. 
(II  Cor.  9:7.) 
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I I I.  The  Blessings  Secured. 
A.     To  the  sick. 

1.  The  prayer  of  faith  will  save  the  sick,  and 

the  Lord  will  raise  them  up,  if  they  are  not 
appointed  to  death. 

2.  And,  if  they  have  committed  sins,  they  will 

be  forgiven.      (James  5:   15;   Doc.   &  Cov. 
42:  44.) 
15.     To  whomsoever  renders  the  assistance. 

1.  They  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for 
them  from  the  foundation  of  the  world. 
(Matt.  25:  34-40.) 

IV.  The  Punishment  for  Neglecting  this  Duty. 

A.  They  shall  be  banished  into  everlasting  fire  pre- 
pared for  the  devil  and  his  angels.  (Matt.  25: 
41-46.) 

Suggestive  Aim:  Tn  administering  to  the  sick  we 
have  the  opportunity  of  calling  down  the  blessings  of 
heaven  upon  them  and  upon  ourselves. 

Note  1.  "From  the  first,  the  blot  of  rebellion  clung  to  the 
cause  of  Israel;  for  the  divine  selection  of  Jeroboam  to  pun- 
ish Solomon  did  not  justify  his  revolt.  He  was  indeed  assured 
that  obedience  to  God's  law  would  be  rewarded  by  the  perman- 
ence of  his  kingdom;  but  his  very  first  acts  cut  off  Israel  from 
the  worship  of  Jehovah.  His  example  was  followed  by  his  suc- 
cessors, of  whom,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  we  read,  'he  did 
evil  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah,  and  walked  in  the  way  of  Jeroboam, 
who  made  Israel  to  sin.'  His  religious  revolt  drove  all  the  priests 
and  Levites  to  Jerusalem,  where  the  tribe  of  Judah  was  pre- 
served from  defection  expressly  to  maintain  God's  worship  at 
its  chosen  seat.  With  the  line  of  David  remained  the  promise 
of  the  kingdom,  leading  up  to  the  Messiah;  and  in  that  line 
the  crown  was  handed  clown  generally  from  father  to  son;  while 
Israel  presents  a  succession  of  murders  and  usurpations." — 
Smith's  Scripture  History,  pp.  174,  175. 

Note  2.  Jeroboam's  policy  was  to  still  further  widen  the 
breach  between  the  kingdoms  of  Israel  and  Judah.  In  order  to 
complete  the  religious  schism,  he  arranged  places  of  worship 
for  his  people  in  their  own  cities,  and  appointed  a  false  and 
unauthorized  Priesthood.  Idolatry,  after  the  form  he  had  wit- 
nessed while  in  exile  in  Egypt,  was  introduced,  and  soon  the 
people  were  led  to  forsake  the  worship  of  God. 

Note   3.     The   history   of  Israel    during  the   255    years   that 
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intervened  between  the  death  of  Solomon  and  the  captivity  of 
the  nation,  is  a  record  of  the  doings  of  wicked  kings,  each 
succeeding  ruler  being  worse  than  his  predecessor.  In  vain  did 
prophets  of  God  go  among  the  people  trying  to  win  them  to 
righteousness.  The  Israelites  were  unrepentant  and  idolatrous. 
It  was  during  this  period  that  Elijah  and  Elisha  and  other 
great  prophets  ministered.  Gradually  the  people  sank  into 
wickedness,  forgot  God  and  ripened  for  the  fate  that  awaited 
them. 

Note  4.  The  intensely  interesting  history  of  Elijah  is 
told  in  I  Kings,  chapters  7  to  22;  and  II  Kings,  chapters  1-2. 
Every  student  should  become  familiar  with  his  history,  and, 
if  time  permits,  his  important  doings  should  be  related  to 
the  class. 

Note  5.  Elisha  was  a  companion  of  Elijah,  hence  their 
histories  run  parallel  for  some  time.  Elisha,  however,  suc- 
ceeded Elijah,  and  the  story  of  his  life  is  continued  in  II  Kings. 

Note  6.  The  powerful  Assyrian  nation  came  down  from 
the  north  into  Canaan  and  brought  to  an  end  the  kingdom  of 
Israel.  This  was  in  721  B.  C.  The  sacred  historian,  after  re- 
counting the  many  sins  that  had  brought  destruction  upon 
Israel,  says,  "Therefore  Jehovah  was  very  angry  with  Israel, 
and  removed  them  out  of  his  sight."     (II  Kings  17.) 

Note  7.  Since  the  Ten  Tribes  were  carried  into  captivity 
by  the  Assyrians,  very  little  has  been  known  of  their  history. 
That  they  were  led  away  into  the  north  countries  is  the  com- 
monly accepted  belief.  Many  glorious  promises  are  recorded 
in  relation  to  them.  That  they  are  to  be  brought  back  from 
their  wanderings  and  join  the  Church  of  Christ  in  latter  days 
is  foreshadowed  in  the  revelation  recorded  in  the  Doc.  &  Cov., 
Sec.  133;  21-25.  The  Book  of  Mormon  has  much  to  say  of  this 
people.  Read  I  Nephi,  21:  12;  22:  4-14;  III  Nephi  15:  20;  16:  1-4; 
17:  4;  21:  26-29. 


LESSON    THIRTY-FOUR. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT:    The  Destruction  of  Jerusalem. 

References:    II  Kings  23,  24.  25;  Ezekiel  12,  17;  Jer- 
emiah 24,  27,  39,  40. 
I.     Spiritual  and  Political  Decline  of  Judah.     (Note  1.) 
A.     The  land  placed  under  tribute  by  Egypt.     (II 
Kings  23:  31-35.) 
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I!.     Chaldea  becomes  the  greatest    world     power. 
(Note  2.) 

1.  Fall  of  Egypt.     (II  Kings  24:  7.) 

2.  Downfall  of  Jehoiakim.     (II  Kings  24:  1-6.) 

3.  His  captivity.     (II  Kings  24:  8-16.) 
II.     Taking  of  Jerusalem.     (586  B.  C.) 

A.  Zedekiah  becomes  king.     (II  Kings  24:  17,  18.) 

B.  His     rebellion     against    Nebuchadnezzar.     (II 
Kings  24:  20.) 

C.  His  alliance  with  Egypt.     (Ezekiel  17:  11-18.) 

D.  Nebuchadnezzar's    army     besieges     Jerusalem. 
(II  Kings  25:  1-4.) 

E.  Prophecies  against  Zedekiah.      (Jer.  24:  8-10: 
27:  12-22;  Ezekiel  12:  10-16.) 

F.  Destruction  of  the  city  and  temple.     (II  Kings 
25:  8-10;  Jer.  39:  8.) 

G.  The  "great  captivity."     (Jer.  29:  4-9  and  Note 
3.) 

III.     Remnant     left    in     Palestine.     (Jer.     40:    4-16    and 
Note  4.) 

Suggestive  truth:  Disobedience  to  the  command- 
ments of  God  brings  national  as  well  as  individual  disas- 
ter. 

Part  Two. 
SUBJECT:      Industry. 

I.     A  Godlike  Trait  of  Character. 

A.     In  six  days  the  Lord  created  the  heavens  and 
the  earth  and  all  that  in  them  is.  (Gen.  1 :  1-31.) 
II.     Men  are  Commanded  to  be  Active. 
A.     Temporally. 

1.     The    Lord   placed   Adam   in    the    garden   of 
Eden  to  dress  and  to  keep  it.     (Ex.  2:  15.) 

2.  Later,  Lie  banished  Adam  from  the  garden 
and  commanded  him  to  till  the  ground 
from  whence  he  was  taken.     (Ex.  3:  23.) 

3.  Saying:  "In  the  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt 
thou  eat  bread  till  thou  return  unto  the 
ground."     (Ex.  3:  19.) 

4.  The  children  of  Israel  were  told  that  six 
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days   they   should    labor   and    do   all    their 

work.     (Ex.  20:9.) 
b.     "Go  to  the  ant,  thou  sluggard,  consider  her 

ways  and  be  wise."     (Prov.  6:  6.) 
6.     God  intends  no  man  to  live  in   this  world 

without  working. 

B.  Spiritually. 

1.  ^yYithout  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  God. 

(Heb.  11:  6.) 

2.  "Faith  without  works  is  dead." 

3.  Our  works  must  accompany  our  faith.  (  fames 
2:  14-26.) 

C.  What  are  we  doing  to  better  the  physical  and 
spiritual  condition  of  ourselves,  our  family  and 
the   community? 

D.  By  our  example,  which  are  we  teaching  others 
to  do,  to  wear  out  or  to  rust  out? 

C.  Are  we  aware  that  the  mental  faculties  shrivel 
and  shrink  from  inactivity  quite  as  rapidly  and 
noticeably  as  do  the  muscles  of  the  body  from 
non-use? 

D.  Is  it  not  quite  as  incumbent  upon  us  to  set  an 
example  by  industrial  activity  as  it  is  by  sobri- 
ety and  honesty? 

III.     The  Benefits  Derived  from  Being  Industrious. 
A.     Temporally. 

1.  Industry   makes   a   contented    mind    and   a 
happy  home. 

2.  "The  labor  and  sweat  of  our  brows  is  so 

far  from  being  a  curse,  that  without  it  our 
very  bread  would  not  be  so  great  a  bless- 
ing. If  it  were  not  for  labor,  men  could 
neither  eat  so  much,  nor  relish  so  pleas- 
antly, nor  sleep  so  soundly,  nor  be  so 
healthful,  so  useful,  so  strong,  so  patient, 
so  noble,  nor  so  untempted." — Teremv  Tay- 
lor. 
P>.     Spiritually. 

1.  A  busy  man  has  no  time  for  Satan. 

2.  Industry  qualifies  us  to  serve  the  Lord  ac- 
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ceptably   here  on   earth,  and   to  enter    1 1  is 
presence  in  the  celestial  world. 

Suggestive  Truth:  Determine  to  be  somebody  in  the 
world,  and  the  Lord  will  not  only  help  yon  to  be,  but  will 
aid  you   in   obtaining  a  celestial   glory  in   the  world  to 

come. 

Note  1.  The  kingdom  of  Judah  suffered  a  decline,  spirit- 
ually and  politically,  similar  to  that  of  Israel,  but  "their  down- 
ward course  was  delayed  by  the  warnings  of  inspired  prophets 
and  the  efforts  of  pious  rulers.  Among  the  former  were  Micah, 
Hosea,  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  Nahum,  Habakkuk,  and  Zephaniah;  and 
among  the  eight  kings  who  fill  up  the  space  of  the  remaining 
140  years,  Hezekiah  and  Josiah  are  ranked  as  the  two  kings 
who  did  not  forsake  the  law  of  the  Most  High."  (Smith.)  We 
pass  over  the  details  of  the  strife  and  evil  that  characterized 
the  closing  days  of  the  kingdom,  remarking,  however,  the  good 
reigns  of  Hezekiah  and  Josiah,  both  of  whom  tried,  with  some 
measure  of  success,  to  restore  righteousness  among  the  people. 
The  death  of  Josiah  gave  the  kingdom  to  his  son,  Jehoahas,  who 
"did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,"  and  thus  pre- 
pared for  the  fast  approaching  end. 

Note  2.  Jerusalem  was  not  long  under  tribute  to  Egypt. 
Nebuchadnezzar,  whose  father  had  founded  the  Babylonian 
empire,  overpowered  the  Egyptians  and  drove  them  from  west- 
ern Asia.  While  pursuing  them  he  took  Jerusalem,  and,  enter- 
ing the  temple,  carried  off  some  of  the  sacred  vessels  to  Babylon. 
It  was  at  this  time  that  Daniel  and  the  three  other  Hebrew 
children  were  carried  away  to  be  trained  in  the  learning  of  the 
Chaldeans.  Chaldea  had  now  become  the  greatest  world-pow- 
er and  Babylon  was  its  foremost  city. 

Note  3.  In  the  year  588  B.  C,  Jerusalem  was  finally  taken, 
and  the  city  and  temple  were  destroyed.  Carrying  out  their 
cruel  policy  of  transplanting  conquered  nations,  the  Babylonians 
took  the  Jews  from  their  homes  and  made  them  laborers  in 
beautifying  and  developing  the  Chaldean  provinces.  The  peo- 
ple suffered  many  hardships  in  the  loss  of  their  country  and 
their  homes,  and  in  being  deprived  of  the  freedom  they  craved 
to  attend  to  the  sacred  rites  in  the  House  of  God,  which  the 
Chaldeans    had    so    completely    and    ruthlessly    destroyed. 

Note  4.  From  all  that  can  be  learned,  only  the  poorer 
classes  of  Jews  were  left  in  their  native  land.  The  artisans, 
skilled  laborers,  and  others  who  could  be  made  useful  to  the 
conquering  potentate  in  embellishing  his  magnificent  city,  were 
taken  to  do  that  work;  the  poor  that  were  left  were  re- 
quired to  pay  tribute  to  the  victorious  Chaldeans.  Thus,  un- 
faithfulness and  disobedience  had  brought  disaster  upon  the 
chosen  nation. 
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LESSON   THIRTY-FIVE. 
Part  One. 

SUBJECT :    Rebuilding  of  the  Temple  and  Return  of  the 
Jews. 

References:    Book  of  Ezra;  Book  of  Nehemiah;  Jo- 
sephus,  Antiquities  of  the  Jews,  Book  11,  chap- 
ters 1  to  5. 
I.     The  "Seventy  Years."    (Jer.  25:  11-12  and  Note  1.) 
IT.     The  First  Return.     (Note  2.) 

A.  The  edict  of  Cyrus.     (Ezra  1:   1-3;  II  Chron. 
36:23.) 

B.  The  migration  under  Zerubbabel.     (Ezra  2.) 

C.  Rebuilding  of  the  temple. 

1.  The  foundations  laid.     (Ezra  3:  8-13.) 

2.  Interruption  of  the  work.     (Ezra  4.) 

3.  Completion  and  dedication.     (Ezra  6.) 

III.  Conditions  at  Jerusalem  During  the  Progress  of  the 
Work.     (Note  3.) 

A.  Houses  and  walls  in  ruins. 

B.  People  in  poverty  and  danger. 

IV.  The  Second  Return  Under  Ezra. 

A.  Ezra's  commission  from  Xerxes.     (Ezra  7.) 

B.  The  journey.     (Ezra  8.) 

C.  Marriage  customs  reformed.     (Ezra  9,  10.) 

D.  Return  of  Nehemiah  and    rebuilding     of     the 
walls.     (Neh.  2  to  6.) 

V.     Character  of  the  Leaders. 

A.  Ezra,  "the  scribe."     (Note  4.) 

B.  Nehemiah,  "the  governor."     (Note  5.) 

Suggestive  Truth:  Out  of  what  seem  to  be  calami- 
ties, blessings  may  come :  the  Jews  were  purged  of  idol- 
atry by  their  captivity. 

Part  Two. 

SUBJECT:     Industry.     (Continued.) 

I.     The  Losses  Occasioned  by  Idleness. 

A.     "The  idler  shall  not  eat  the  bread  of  the  labor- 
er."    (II  Thess.  3:  10.) 
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i'>.     "An  idle  soul  shall  suffer  hunger."     (Prov.  19: 

15') 
C.     While  the  diligent  bear  rule  the  slothful  are  un- 
der tribute.     (Prov.  12:  24.) 
J).     The  idle  brain  makes  the  devil's  workshop. 

E.  No  man  can  be  entirely  idle — if  he  refrains  from 
doing  good  he  will  first  drift  into  evil  thoughts, 

then  into  evil  deeds,  and  ruination  soon  follows. 

F.  How  much  of  our  time   is  not  profitably  em- 
ployed? 

G.  What  additional  service  or  studies  should  we 
undertake  to  make  the  most  of  ourselves? 

H.     How  can  we  assist  those  around  us  to  improve 
their  opportunities? 
II.     Our  Duty  to  be  Industrious. 

A.  To  Ourselves. 

1.  To  be  self-sustaining. 

2.  To  be  leaders  in  thought,  word  and  action. 

3.  To  make  ourselves  as  useful  and  indispens- 

able to  our  fellows  as  possible. 

B.  To  our  acquaintances. 

1.  To   encourage  them  to  push   forward   and 

develop  themselves  to  the  fullest  extent. 

2.  To  be  able  to  extend  to  them  material  as- 

sistance wlienever  necessary. 

3.  To  help  them,  by  our  examples,  to  become 

leaders. 

C.  To  our  God. 

1.  To  qualify  ourselves  for  His  service. 

2.  To  do  our  utmost  to  establish  righteousness 

upon  the  earth. 

3.  To  assist  in  bringing  sinners  to  repentance. 

Suggestive  Truth:  Determine  to  be  somebody  in 
the  world,  and  the  Lord  will  not  only  help  you  to  be,  but 
will  aid  you  in  obtaining  a  celestial  glory  in  the  world  to 
come. 

Note  1.  "As  the  faith  of  Abraham  had  been  rewarded  by 
the  inheritance  of  Canaan,  so  the  unfaithfulness  of  his  descend- 
ants had  forfeited  it,  and  now  they  were  all  sent  back  to  that 
heathen  land  'between  the  rivers,'  from  which  their  progenitor 
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was  divinely  called.  Here,  in  the  usual  order  of  thing-,  we 
might  have  expected  that  the  Jews  would  have  ceased  to  remain 
a  nation  at  all.  But  with  them  it  was  not  thus  to  be.  The  Ten 
Tribes,  indeed,  are  never  heard  of  more;  but  the  remnant  of 
Judah  and  Benjamin,  instead  of  blending  with  their  conquerors, 
remain  a  separate  people,  and  preserve  their  national  institu- 
tions, their  genealogies,  and  distinctions  of  rank.  At  length, 
after  the  lapse  of  seventy  years,  a  portion  of  them  are  per- 
mitted by  Cyrus  to  return." — Oxford  "Bible  Helps,"  p.  36. 

The  first  captivity  of  the  Jews  commenced  605  B.  C, 
though  the  city  was  not  destroyed  until  588  B.  C. 

Note  2.  Fifty  years  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem, 
and  in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  hte  captivity,  Cyrus,  king  of 
Persia,  captured  the  city  of  Babylon,  and  the  Medo-Persian  rule 
commenced.  Darius,  the  Mede,  governed  there  two  years;  then 
came  Cyrus  to  personally  reign  at  Babylon.  It  was  in  the  first 
year  of  his  reign,  the  seventieth  of  the  captivity,  that  he  issued 
the  edict  granting  the  Jews  the  privilege  of  returning  to  Jeru- 
salem. Cyrus  was  called  by  name  in  prophecies  uttered  long 
before  he  was  born.     (See  Isaiah  44:  28;  45:4.) 

Note  3.  Jerusalem  had  formerly  been  a  well  fortified  city: 
but  now,  when  the  first  company  of  captives  returned,  they 
found  the  houses  and  walls  in  ruins,  and  the  magnificent  temple, 
the  pride  of  their  nation,  the  crown  of  glory  of  their  city,  ut- 
terly destroyed.  Their  zeal  in  rebuilding  the  temple  left  no  time 
for  repairing  the  city's  walls  and  so  the  people  labored  in  con- 
stant danger  from  their  enemies.  Poverty,  too,  oppressed  them, 
and  the  hardships  they  endured  were  many.  Through  it  all  they 
maintained  their  religious  organization,  while  they  faithfully 
devoted  themselves  to  the  redemption  of  their  beloved  city. 

Note  4.  Ezra  was  known  as  "a  ready  scribe  in  the  law  of 
Moses,"  during  the  capitvity  in  Babylon.  As  a  preacher  he  was 
best  known  among  his  people.  To  him,  perhaps  more  than  to 
any  other  one  man,  we  owe  the  gathering  together  of  the  books 
that  now  constitute  the  Old  Testament.  The  work  he  did  was 
principally  literary  and  religious,  though  he  was  associated  with 
Nehemiah  in  the  secular  work  connected  with  the  rebuilding  of 
Jerusalem.  The  most  important  reform  he  accomplished  was  in 
relation  to  the  marriage  customs  of  his  people,  whom  he  suc- 
ceeded in  having  adopt  the  strict  rule  against  intermarriage 
with  other  nations — a  rule  that  obtains  to  this  day  among  the 
orthodox  Jews  everywhere. 

Note  5.  Nehemiah  was  a  cup-bearer  to  King  Xerxes  in 
Babylon  when  he  heard  of  the  distress  of  his  people  in  Jeru- 
salem. The  recital  of  their  woes  touched  him  deeply,  and  he  at 
once  sought  and  received  permission  from  the  king  to  go  to  the 
assistance  of  those  wdio  had  returned  to  the  Promised  Land.  He 
was  a  man  of  deeds.  To  him  fell  the  difficult  task  of  re-forti- 
fying Jerusalem,  and  he  did  it  in  the  face  of  open  hostility  from 
jealous  surrounding  peoples.  He  was  a  fearless  leader.  In  spite 
of  threats,  he  pursued  his  course  and  accomplished  the  work  of 
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repairing  the  walls.     He  and  Ezra  established  a  settled  form  of 
government  in  Palestine,  with  its  center  at  Jerusalem. 
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Part  One. 

SUBJECT :    Later  History  of  the  Jews. 

References :      Josephus,    Antiquities    of    the    Jews, 
Books  11  to  15  ;  Oxford  "Bible  Helps ;"  Y.  M.  M. 
I.  A.  Manual ;  "The  Life  of  Christ,"  Lesson  2. 
I.     The  Persian  Period. 

A.  How  brought  under  Persia. 

B.  Treatment  of  Jews  by  Persians.     (Note  1.) 

C.  Decline   of   Jewish   worship    after    Nehemiah's 
death.     (Note  2.) 

II.     The  Greek  Period. 

A.  Alexander's  conquest  of  Persia,  including  Jeru- 
salem.    (Note  3.) 

B.  Division  of  Alexander's  empire.     (Note  4.) 

C.  The  Jews  under  the  Ptolemies.     (Note  5.) 

1.     The  colonization  at  Alexandria — its  effect. 
.     2.     The  Septuagint. 

D.  Under  Syria.     (Note  6.) 

1.  The  Maccabees. 

2.  Independence. 
III.     The  Roman  Period. 

A.  Conquest  by  Pompey  the  Great.     (Note  7.) 

B.  Herod    "the  Great."     (Note  8.) 

Suggestive  Truth:     The  chosen  people  of  God  are 
preserved  to  fulfill  His  decreed  purposes. 

Part  Two. 
SUBJECT:     Christmas. 

I.     A  Christian  Festival  Celebrated  in  Memory  of  the 
Birth  of  Jesus  Christ. 
II.     The  Birth  of  Jesus. 

A.  Foretold  by  the  angel.     (Luke  1 :  35.) 

B.  Laid  in  the  manger  at  Bethlehem.     (Luke  2:  7.) 


114  COURSE  OF  STUDY 

C.  Announced  to  the  shepherds  by  the  angel. 
(Luke  2:  11.) 

D.  And  his  whereabouts  told.     (Luke  2:  12.) 

E.  The  heavenly  hosts  praised  God  and  snouted, 
"Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth 
peace,  good  will  toward  men."  (Luke  2:  13-14.) 

F.  The  shepherds  visited  Jesus.     (Luke  2:  16.) 

III.  The  Date  of  the  Savior's  Birth. 

A.  Cannot  be  exactly  told,  because  it  has  been  in 
dispute  from  the  earliest  ages  of  the  Church. 

B.  December  25th  has  little  to  commend  it  as  be- 
ing the  day,  but  it  has  been  agreed  to  by  the 
churches  and  so  it  is  celebrated. 

C.  As  revealed  to  the  Church. 

IV.  rlow  It  Came  to  Be  Celebrated. 

A.  Originally  it  was  celebrated  by  the  eastern 
church  as  Epiphania,  January  6th,  and  by  the 
western  church  as  Natalis,  December  25th. 

B.  In  the  fourth  century  the  day  became  uniform- 
ly accepted  and  became  one  of  the  three  great 
annual  festivals  of  the  church. 

C.  For  several  centuries  after  the  birth  of  Jesus 
Christ,  Christmas,  our  happiest  season,  was  to 
His  followers  one  of  heroic  ordeal. 

D.  His  birthday  was  first  celebrated  in  the  second 
century  by  order  of  Telesphorus,  seventh  bish- 
op of  Rome,  who  was  shortly  after  martyred 
for  this  and  other  so-called  offenses. 

E.  The  initiator  was  killed,  but    the     observance 

lived.  Two  hundred  years  after,  torches  were 
applied  and  vast  multitudes,  while  assembled 
to  worship  and  celebrate  Christ's  birthday, 
were  burned  alive. 

F.  Six  hundred  years  after  Telesphorus  was  mar- 
tyred, the  man  who  instituted  the  Christmas 
tree  was  martyred  by  pagan  tribes  in  Germany. 

V.     How  It  is  Celebrated. 

A:     By  the  giving  of  presents  by  one  to  another. 
1.     Santa  Claus  and  the  stockings  by  the  fire- 
place. 
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2.  The  Christmas  tree  at  home  and  in  the 
church. 

B.  The  annual  dinner  attended  by  all  members  of 
the  family. 

C.  The  baskets  of  food  and  sweetmeats  sent  to  the 
homes  of  the  poor  and  unfortunate. 

D.  By  visiting  the  poor,  the  sick,  the  afflicted,  the 
lonely  and  those  who  mourn,  cheering  and  com- 
forting them  in  every  way  possible. 

VI.     How  It  Should  Be  Celebrated. 

A.     As  it  stands  for  real  pleasure — 

i.  We  should  celebrate  it  in  the  way  that  will 
bring  to  us,  individually,  the  greatest 
amount  of  real  pleasure. 

2.  We   should   give   to  our   acquaintances   as 

much  real  cheer  and  comfort  as  we  secure 
for  ourselves. 

3.  We  should  send  substantial  gifts  and  cheer 

to  the  widow,  the  orphan,  the  destitute  and 
the  sick. 

4.  We  should  send  rays  of  sunshine  into  the 

hearts  of  every  soul  we  meet. 

Suggestive  Truth:  As  the  Savior's  coming  into  the 
world  brought  eternal  life  to  every  soul,  so  let  each  an- 
niversary of  His  coming  bring  rays  of  sunshine  to  each  of 
His  followers. 

Note  1.  The  overthrow  of  Babylon  brought  the  Jews  under 
the  Persian  dominion.  It  was  a  propitious  happening  for  them. 
Under  the  Persians,  the  Jews  enjoyed  many  privileges;  indeed, 
a  fair  degree  of  liberty  was  accorded  them.  While  other  sub- 
ject nations  were  continually  in  rebellion  against  their  conquer- 
ors, the  Jews  were  pre-eminent  for  their  loyalty  and  good  faith, 
and  their  Persian  masters  were,  in  consequence,  kindly  disposed 
toward  them. 

Note  2.  The  pure  Jewish  religion  became  more  or  less 
corrupted  during  the  period  of  contact  with  heathenism  under 
the  captivity  and  following  the  return  to  Jerusalem.  Several  in- 
fluences were  at  work.  Within,  the  vain  "traditions '  of  the 
Elders"  obscured  much  of  the  truth.  From  without,  the  effect 
of  the  'heathen  religions  and  peoples  with  whom  the  Jews  were 
associated  was  noticeable  in  the  rites  and  ceremonies    and  the 
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beliefs  of  the  people.     So  that  a  general  decline  spiritually  was 
in_progress. 

Note  3.  Alexander  the  Great  subdued  the  Persian  king- 
dom (B.  C.  334)  and  the  Jews  came  under  Grecian  influences. 
They  were  granted,  under  the  new  government,  many  special 
privileges,  and  when,  later,  the  city  of  Alexandria  was  found- 
ed in  Egypt,  the  conqueror  invited  a  great  number  of  the  Jews 
to  settle  there. 

Note  4.  After  the  death  of  Alexander  (B.  C.  323)  the 
empire  was  divided  and  three  years  later  Palestine  came  un- 
der the  dominion  of  Ptolemy  Soter,  king  of  Egypt,  who  cap- 
tured Jerusalem. 

Note  5.  Under  the  Ptolemies  of  Egypt  the  Jews  were 
peaceful  and  happy.  They  had  been  colonized  in  many  of  the 
larger  cities  surrounding  Palestine,  and  everywhere  they  were 
allowed  to  build  synagogues  and  worship  as  they  chose.  Grad- 
ually, the  Greek  language  became  the  language  of  the  scattered 
Jews,  on  account  "of  so  many  of  them  having  settled  in  cities 
where  Greek  was  the  prevailing  language.  In  this  way  there 
arose  the  necessity  for  a  Greek  version  of  the  Jewish  Scriptures, 
and  a  translation  was  made  for  the  great  Alexandrian  library. 
This  version  is  known  as  the  Septuagint.  From  this  time  for- 
ward Alexandria  exercised  perhaps  more  influence  on  Judaism 
than  did  Jerusalem. 

Note  6.  Palestine  next  came  under  the  control  of  Syria  for 
a  period  extending  from  198  B.  C.  until  the  revolt  of  the  Jews 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Maccabees.  (170  B.  C.)  This  revolt 
finally  resulted,  in  143  B.  C,  in  the  independence  of  the  Jewish 
nation,  and  from  that  date  until  63  B.  C.  the  Jews  were  in- 
dependent. 

Note  7.  In  63  B.  C.  Pompey  the  Great,  while  conducting 
a  victorious  campaign  at  the  head  of  Roman  legions  in  the 
East,  took  Jerusalem,  threw  down  the  walls,  and  is  said  to  have 
profanely  entered  the  temple  itself,  though  he  left  its  treasures 
untouched.  Later,  when  Julius  Caesar,  in  47  B.  C,  arrived  in 
Egypt  to  carry  on  the  Alexandrian  war,  Herod  Antipater,  who 
already  held  an  official  position  as  a  result  of  Pompey's  con- 
quest, shrewdly  espoused  the  Roman  cause,  and  was  rewarded 
by  Caesar  with  the  appointment  of  procurator  of  Judea. 

Note  8.  Herod  Antipater  appointed  his  son,  Herod  (mis- 
named "the  great")  as  governor  of  Galilee.  The  latter  soon 
succeeded  in  being  appointed  king  of  Judea.  It  was  this  Herod, 
"by  birth  an  Idumean,  by  profession  a  Jew,  by  necessity  a  Ro- 
man, by  culture  and  by  choice  a  Greek,"  who  was  on  the  throne 
when  Christ  was  born. 


